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RE: Docket No. 09-035-54
Dear Commission:

Tooele County Corporation (the "County") has been informed that important meetings and
hearings before the Utah Public Service Commission (the "Commission") in the matter of Docket
No. 09-035-54 are imminent. The Tooele County Commission has authorized me to submit this
letter on behalf of the County to the Commission in order to provide input into the process.

The County has reviewed the letter from Tooele City dated October 9, 2009. The County is
in complete agreement with the position of Tooele City and incorporates by reference the City’s
complaints. The County has consistently and unequivocally opposed the east-bench route of the
Mona-Oquirth transmission line due to its adverse impacts upon the County and City, Through
enormous effort, the Tooele Stakeholders have reached consensus on the route outlined in the
"consensus letter” dated September 2, 2009 (attached to the City’s letter). The County has no
intention of supporting any permit or approval that would allow Rocky Mountain Power's proposed
east bench route.

The County encourages the Commission to review carefully the complaints of the County,
Tooele City and the citizen groups in opposition to the east-bench route of the Mona-Ogquirrh
transmission line. If you have any questions, please call me.

Sincerely,
N,

/

DOUG HOGAN
Tooele County Attorney

cc: R. Jeff Richards, Attorney for Rocky Mountain Power
Ted D. Smith, Attorney for Rocky Mountain Power

Gordon R. Hall Courthouse » 74 South 100 East, Suite #26 + Tooele, Utah 84074
Office: (435) 843-3120 + Fax: (435) 843-3127 « www.co.tooele.ut.us
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“Dear Commission'

}.,2009 (the “Notlce") at 3 and 5 attached hereto as Exhibit A).

.Iocated W|th|n the Clty S actual corporate boundary
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lt-has come {o. the attentlon of Tocele Crty uorporatlon (the‘ “Crty”) that 1mportant '
meetings and hearings before the Utah Public Service Commission (the : |
1. “Commission”) in the matter of Docket.No. -09-035-54 are imminent, and -that .

. . input to the. Commissior: by way of a lettef from the City's- attorney on: City

" letterhead is an approprrate mechanism for’ provrdmg mput into thé process that.
will be recognlzed and- considered by the Commission, “Mayor Patrick Dunlavy
‘has” authorized -me .to do'so.cn behalf of the City.. Please forgive' me- if this -

- vehicle is somewhat unorthodox but, after-all, Rocky Mountain Power has also- - .
' admitted pursuing’a course before the Commission that is “soméwhat unusual® < -
and “out of the ordinary’ (Rocky Mountain Power's Notice of intent to File -
¢ Application for Certificate of Public Convenignce and Necessdy, dated June 30 o

_ 'Tooele Clty, together with aII organlzed Tooele valtey stakehotders (“Tooete' L
| ..~ Stakeholders"); “has , consistently and unequivocally-.opposed- the -east-bench " -
| . route of: the . Mona«OqUIrrh transmission line (thé “Project”) dug ‘to.its adverse : -
|mpacts .upon _the " City.~ (See’ Public Coniment Form and- attached matenats’.--l
1" - attached hereto as Exhibit B.) -These adverse impacts- will eéxist, in perpetmty i
- any pcrtron of the. Prolect is permltted to" . be locatéed -on the hiliside. and -~ - -
‘mountainous. lands immediately south and east of the Clty whether or’ not'.

..........

: Through encrmous effort the Tooele Stakeholders have reached consensus on'.._' -

~ a route (the “Consensus: Route”) that they believe. will be less expensive, less .
- diffi cult, less envirohmentally damaging, less - adversely impacting,” and’ Jess’ .
R commun:ty intrusive than Rocky Mountain Power's preferred routé. . (Se¢ Tooele =

| - ~Stakeholder. consensus letter dated" September 2, 2009, and map attached
‘hereto as Exhibit G.) The Consenisus Route would do nothing to diminish- Rocky -
_ Mountaln Power's stated cbjectlves to "lmprove its transmission capacity: to-serve _

. - customers” and “to prowde current and future service in an efficient and- refiable  +
manner to customers’ (Notice, af.4 and'7.) Rather, the Consensus Route would '

_ ehmrnate adverse lmpacts to the C:ty, the Tooele Stakeholders and to: Tooele -
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'--"valley communrtles wrthout adversely affectrng Rocky Mountaln Power s abrllty to‘i o
W _achreve rts corporate objectlves " . '

A 'Desptte the efforts of the Tooele Stakeho!ders to achleve the Consensus Route e
i+ Roeky Motuntain Power has: announced ‘prior. to the completlon of the Natlonal'-‘;'. L
* ‘Environmental -Policy -Act - (NEPA) Envrronmentat Impact Statement (EIS); its* . -

_rejectron of the " Consensus Route .and- jts intention to’ pursue. a- route that it Lo

. appears.to have preferred since the Pro;ect’s inception,’. (See. Tooele Transcnpt—'

.Bulletin Atticle dated: ‘October 1, 2009, entitied “Power Company Won't Budge oni o

_ East Bench Route” and other medra ltems attached hereto as Exhrbit D. ) :

Rocky Mountaln Power ackncwledges that the purpose of the federal permrttlng
process is to ensure the Project and its route is consistent with state and local’

_ governmental actions and authorities” (Nofice, at 3). The City believes that

Rocky Mountain Power has not acted con srstentiy with -this- purpose. Rocky
Mountain Power further acknowledges that the “EIS process will identify -

significant environmental impacts and shall inform. local decisioh makers and the: ..
; publlc of reasonable alternatives, rncludrng mitigation measures that would avord'. o
* or. minimize adverse impacts or enhance environmental quality” (id). The City.

believes that Rocky Mountain Power has acted .inconsistently with this statement, .

© 'has done little to consider reasonable alternative routes, and has-done fittlle to -
¢ minimize adverse - impacts to the Tooe[e Stakeholders and- Tooele valley‘-; L
._ccmmunltles . : ‘ . C :

: :The Commission has stated that although “we have ru!ed that rssues of the A
{. " location and routlng of a transmission line were beyond the scope of a CPCN .,
) proceedrng . [Rocky Mountain Power] must file with us. evidence that it has..

received or is. in. the ‘process. of obtaining the ‘required ‘consént, franchlse or.

1. permit’.of the- property authorities” -(Report arid’ Order: Docket No '09-035-54, =.:.
| . dated -July- 22,2009, at 1, attached heretoas Exhibit "E). Despite. the ="
! . Commission’s hmrted role.in the location and: routing of transmission’ lines, -the’ =+ -
- City . nevertheless petrtlons the Cornmission {0 conslder the Crtys concerns L
.‘-throughout thé CPCN “and. other Commrssron proéesses ‘with respect to the-_:-’"- -
‘Project...Know also.that the City has no intention of granting or supporting any ...~
permit or. approval that woutd allow Rocky Mountaln Power’s proposed east- .

- bench route g S

Roger Baker *

iE Tooe!e Clty Attorney”

cé:' R ‘JEﬁ Rlchards Attorney for Rocky. Mountain Power

Ted D. Smith, Attorney for Rocky Mountarn Power IR




