
Dear Public Service Commission, 
 

We are students at Rowland Hall who are committed to bringing about a cleaner and more sustainable 

future for Utah. We have been learning about Rocky Mountain Power’s efforts to impose a monthly fee 

on solar users and the Public Service Commission’s investigation of the costs and benefits of Rocky 

Mountain Power’s net metering program. We appreciate the opportunity to provide our comments to the 

Commission. We are concerned by decisions which limit the growth of solar power in Utah. Rocky 

Mountain Power’s arguments against net metering only consider the costs of solar and ignore the benefits.  
  

Solar power not only reduces strain on the grid by producing clean electricity on sunny days, but also 

lessens the need to make costly investments in new power plants. Because of Rocky Mountain Power’s 

monopoly status and its guaranteed profits, the company ordinarily has little incentive to innovate or cut 

costs. The growth of solar use provides an excellent opportunity for the company to improve its internal 

efficiency and subsequently offer cheaper electricity for Utah residents. More importantly, the rise of 

residential solar will help to reduce carbon emissions and air pollution in Utah by increasing the use of a 

clean, renewable source of energy. 
  

Utah’s notorious winter air pollution has drawn national scrutiny in the past years as Utah cities have been 

ranked among the nation’s most polluted cities. The image of a polluted Utah has the potential to 

discourage out-of-state businesses, employees, and tourists from coming to Utah, resulting in foregone 

economic activity. Additionally, high amounts of air pollution have resulted in substantial health 

problems among Utah residents, resulting in higher rates of lung diseases. Much of this pollution can be 

attributed to the particulate matter emitted during the coal-burning process; thus, solar power offers a 

healthier source of energy for Utahns and must be protected. 
 

Promoting the use of clean energy will also be essential to combating the effects of climate change. 

Utah’s current reliance upon coal as its primary source of electricity is not only unsustainable but also 

damaging to the environment. The unfettered release of greenhouse gases due to fossil fuel usage has 

resulted in an increasingly precarious ecological situation as further warming of the atmosphere will 

likely result in catastrophic damage, including harsher natural disasters, heat waves causing crop failures 

and food shortages, and extreme weather that will threaten Utah tourism and agriculture. Though the 

effects of climate change may seem remote to you, our future is clouded by their menace. Action must be 

taken now to prevent these disasters. Ensuring the growth of clean energy such as solar is essential to 

reducing Utah’s carbon emissions and bringing about the future we’d like to inhabit. 
 

Rocky Mountain Power’s proposed net metering fee will discourage prospective users from installing 

solar, which prevents Utah from accessing the economic and environmental benefits of this inexpensive, 

non-polluting source of energy. When a similar policy was enacted in Arizona, which implemented a $5 

per month fee on solar users, new applications for solar panels dropped by 40%. This impact would be 

magnified in Utah since Rocky Mountain Power seeks to impose a flat fee on users, meaning that 

homeowners would pay the same amount whether they have 5 or 50 panels. Because some people only 

install 4-5 panels on their homes, this monthly fee could be up to 10% of the costs of solar usage.  
 

We ask that you express your commitment to the healthy, sustainable future of Utah by considering the 

wide variety of benefits solar provides to Utahns in your analysis, including (1) its ability to alleviate 

strain on the electric grid, (2) reduce the need for future investments in power plants, and (3) offset the 

carbon emissions that cause air pollution and climate change. Thank you for your consideration of these 

comments. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

The students of Rowland Hall 












