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PETITION TO INTERVENE OF  
SUMMIT COUNTY 

 
 
 

  

Summit County (“County”) hereby petitions the Public Service Commission of Utah 

(“Commission”) for leave to intervene in the above-entitled matter pursuant to Utah Code Ann. 

§63G-4-207 and Utah Admin. R746-100-7.   

The grounds for this petition are as follows: 

1. The County is a local government in Utah serving the interests of a large number of 

citizens who are customers of PacifiCorp (“Rocky Mountain Power”).  The County 
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has established community-level renewable energy and pollution reduction goals that 

may be impacted by the outcomes of this docket.  More specifically, the County is a 

participant in the Mountain Town Community Solar Program, which was approved 

and funded beginning in April 2016.  The County is also a participant in the 

Community Renewable Energy study. 

2. The County is responsible for protecting the public health and safety of its residents, 

which includes facilitating access to clean air, dependable and affordable energy, 

clean water and a livable environment.  The County has determined that meaningful 

reductions in pollution and greenhouse gas emissions will benefit all County 

residents, visitors, and businesses through improved public health, additional 

economic opportunities, long-term energy price stability and a stronger sense of 

community sustainability.  

3. The County is a net metering customer of Rocky Mountain Power who consumes a 

large amount of electricity across many sites.  The County has an interest in 

developing new renewable energy systems through net metering arrangements.  The 

cost-benefit methods and values set through this docket have the potential to impact 

the County’s existing renewable energy systems and ability to develop new projects. 

4. Rocky Mountain Power has filed its Compliance Filing and Request to Complete All 

Analyses Required Under the Net Metering Statute for the Evaluation of the Net 

Metering Program, dated November 9, 2016 (the “Compliance Filing”).   

5. In accordance with UCA §54-15-105.1, the Commission is tasked with determining 

the costs and benefits of Rocky Mountain Power’s Net Metering Program and 
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determining a “just and reasonable charge, credit, or ratemaking structure . . . in light 

of the costs and benefits.” 

6. Rocky Mountain Power asserts in its Compliance Filing that the costs of the Net 

Metering Program on the company and its other customers exceeds the benefits to net 

metering customers; thereby creating an unjust and unreasonable rate structure that 

unfairly shifts costs to other customers.  Rocky Mountain Power proposes a series of 

new fee schedules (Schedule 136, Net Metering Service; Schedule 5, Residential 

Customer Generators), which create a special rate structure for net metering 

customers.  The net effect of this proposal is a resultant increase in the costs to net 

metering customers. 

7. Rocky Mountain Power’s cost-benefit analysis that it has presented to the 

Commission fails to recognize the value that distributed generation provides within 

neighborhoods and communities.  Specifically, the excess generation of one net-

metered customer provides clean renewable power at no cost to neighboring 

households.  This distribution reduces transmission line loses, reduces the amount of 

electricity generation required from Rocky Mountain Power and reduces emissions 

known to negatively impact human health.  Providing renewable energy is a public 

good that should be encouraged rather than cost burdened by those individuals or 

entities who have voluntarily incurred the cost burden of roof top solar.  

8. The proposed Schedule 136 and Schedule 5 provide for a 3-tier rate design for new 

solar customers effective Dec 10, 2016 that will reduce the kWh credit back to 

customers from 10.5 cents/kWh to 7.1 cents/kWh and increase the cost of service to 
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net metering customers by effectively creating a new commercial rate.  Instead of the 

average 900kW/month household saving $133/month with solar, they’ll only see 

$74/month cost savings (based on installation that provides 50% of their usage).  

Given the upfront capital costs incurred by net metering customers to install a roof 

top solar generator system, the reduction in savings by nearly $60/month effectively 

ends the Net Metering Program in Utah.  Such is a substantial detriment to the County 

and its sustainability programs and goals. 

9. Given the dramatic rate changes proposed by Rocky Mountain Power, the County 

objects to the fast track docketing process proposed by Rocky Mountain Power.  

Something of this magnitude requires that Rocky Mountain Power go through the 

normal rate-setting process, which allows more time for interested parties to evaluate 

Rocky Mountain Power’s Compliance Filing and submit expert testimony.  The 

issues brought forward by Rocky Mountain Power should be thoughtfully considered 

in the next general rate case, not in the accelerated time frame proposed.  The County 

has an interest in ensuring a full and fair hearing of this proposal. 

10. The County has a significant interest in the above-captioned matter for the reasons set 

forth herein.  As such, the County’s legal rights and interests may be substantially 

affected by the outcome of this docket. 

11. The County’s intervention and participation in this matter will not materially impair 

the prompt and orderly conduct of these proceedings.   

12. 
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The County requests that all notices and filings in this docket be served on: 

  David L. Thomas 
  Chief Civil Deputy 
  Summit County Attorney 
  Summit County Courthouse 
  60 N. Main Street 
  P.O. Box 128 
  Coalville, Utah 84017 
  Email:  dthomas@summitcounty.org 
 

 NOW THEREFORE, the County respectfully requests leave to intervene in this 

proceeding and asks that the Commission enter an Order granting the County’s petition to 

intervene enabling the County to participate to the full extent allowed by law.  

 
 DATED this 17th day of November 2016. 
 
      SUMMIT COUNTY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
 
 
 
      By: _/s/__David L Thomas______________ 
            David L. Thomas  
            Jami Brackin 
            Robert K. Hilder 

      Attorneys for Summit County 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that I caused a true and correct copy of the foregoing Petition to Intervene 

of Summit County, to be emailed, to the following this 17th day of November 2016: 

   
Rocky Mountain Power: 

Bob Lively  bob.lively@pacificorp.com 
Yvonne Hogle  yvonne.hogle@pacificorp.com 
Daniel E. Solander  daniel.solander@pacificorp.com 
D. Matthew Moscon  dmmoscon@stoel.com 

   
Division of Public Utilities: 

Patricia Schmid  pschmid@utah.gov 
Justin Jetter  jjetter@utah.gov 
Chris Parker  chrisparker@utah.gov 
Artie Powell  wpowell@utah.gov 
Dennis Miller  dmiller@utah.gov 

  
Office of Consumer Services: 

Rex Olsen  rolsen@utah.gov 
Michele Beck  mbeck@utah.gov 
Cheryl Murray  cmurray@utah.gov 
Bela Vastag  bvastag@#utah.gov 
 

Utah Clean Energy: 
Sophie Hayes  sophie@utahcleanenergy.org 
Sarah Wright  sarah@utahcleanenergy.org 
Kate Bowman   kate@utahcleanenergy.org 

 
Alliance for Solar Choice: 

Bruce M. Plenk  solarlawyeraz@gmail.com 
Thadeus Culley  tculley@kfwlaw.com 
 

Utah Association of Energy Users: 
 Gary Dodge  gdodge@hjdlaw.com 

Kevin Higgins  khiggins@energystrat.com 
Neal Townsend ntownsend@energystrat.com 
 

Salt Lake City Corporation 
Tyler Poulson  tyler.poulson@slcgov.com 
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Sierra Club 
Casey Roberts  casey.roberts@sierraclub.org 
Travis Ritchie   travis.ritchie@sierraclub.org 
Derek Nelson   derek.nelson@sierraclub.org 

 
Utah Solar Energy Association 

Elias Bishop   ebishop@utsolar.org 
Chad Hofheins  chad@synergypowerpv.com 

 
Interstate Renewable Energy Council, Inc. 

Sara Baldwin Auck  sarab@irecusa.org 
 
UCARE 

Michael D. Rossetti  mike_rossetti@ucare.us.org 
 Stanley T. Holmes  stholmes3@xmission.com 
 
Vivent Solar, Inc. 
 Stephen F. Mecham sfmecham@cnmlaw.com 
 
Jerold G. Oldroyd oldroydj@ballardspahr.com 
Therea A. Foxley foxleyt@ballardspahr.com 
 
Peter J. Mattheis pjm@bbrslaw.com 
Eric J. Lacey  elacey@bbrslaw.com 
 
Jeremey R. Cook jrc@pkhlawyers.com 
 
William J. Evans bevans@parsonsbehle.com 
Vicki M. Baldwin vbaldwin@parsonsbehle.com 
 
Roger Swenson roger.swenson@prodigy.net 
 
David Wooley  dwooley@kfwlaw.com 
 
Arthur F. Sandack asandack@msn.com 
 
Kurt J. Boehm  kboehm@BKLlawfirm.com 
Jody Kyler Cohn Jkylercohn@BKLlawfirm.com 
 
Brian W. Brunett brianburnett@cnmlaw.com 
 
Stephen J. Baron sbaron@jkenn.com 
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USAF Utility Law Field Support Center 
 Capt Thomas A. Jernigan Thomas.Jernigan@us.af.mil 
 Karen White   Karen.White.13@us.af.mil 
 
Meschach Y. Rhoades  rhoadesm@gtlaw.com 
 
Steve W. Chriss  Stephen.Chriss@wal-mart.com 
 
Anne Smart   anne@allianceforsolarchoice.com 
 
Christine Brinker  cbrinker@swenergy.org 
 
Michael Shay   michael@healutah.org 
 
   
 
 

       /s/  Christa Hortin 
       Christa Hortin 
       Paralegal 
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