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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Solar power 
1 message

Linda Stettler <lstettler@msn.com> Tue, Nov 22, 2016 at 4:21 PM
To: "psc@utah.gov" <psc@utah.gov>

          We are completely opposed to RMP's proposed rate increase that would kill solar power in Utah.  We do not think
you should have complete power over options for people and ways to save on power. 
          Your Greedy and have no right to control.  We will fight to the end to save solar and have a choice. 

          To the Utah Public Services Commission:  We the Stettler's oppose your RMP's proposed rate increase…. There
should be choices and not only yours. This is America, free to choose!!!!

          Thank you kindly, 

          Linda Stettler and Fred Stettler
          Layton, Utah 84040
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Solar energy 
1 message

Cherri Frandsen <tickage@icloud.com> Tue, Nov 22, 2016 at 4:24 PM
To: psc@utah.gov

To whom it may concern, 
We are trying to do our part to use clean energy and we spent a lot of money on solar panels to do that and we would
hope you don't take that opportunity away from us or others who want to use solar energy as an opportunity. 
If Rocky Mountain power wants to boost their business they can use solar but we shouldn't be penalized for trying to find
a better power option.  When dvd's came out, the vcr companies didn't get to try to penalize or shut them down.
Please stop the action set for the 9th of December.  It isn't fair to the conscious consumer trying to use solar energy. 

Thank you for your time,
Cherri and Dave frandsen

Sent from my iPhone
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Rocky Mountain Power/Solar Panel Relationship 
1 message

James Eck <torbekenhai@gmail.com> Tue, Nov 22, 2016 at 4:24 PM
To: psc@utah.gov

Commission,

I have heard that Rocky Mountain Power is proposing changes to how their relationship with people using solar panels is
defined. I wanted to say something on the subject because when I was approached by solar companies I saw pretty
quickly that solar panels had the potential to save me a lot of money, however, after looking into it I realized that this
savings could only happen because I was relying on the power company to be my battery completely on my terms.

I saw two problems with relying on the power company this way. First, it seemed immoral that my savings were coming
from exploiting the power company in a way that was only harmful to them (not to mention needing the tax credit). If I
were to harm the power company's bottom line in this way, I would also be indirectly passing the cost of my electricity
onto my neighbors. Furthermore, if my neighbors and I all install solar panels, under the current relationship the power
company goes out of business and we all only have electricity during summer days. It was readily apparent that this
relationship was wrong, because if everyone took advantage of it it would fail catastrophically.

Second, I was not willing to put my energy savings in the hands of a body being harmed by them. When evaluating the
possibility of getting solar panels, I realized the investment would come back to bite me if the relationship was ever
changed, and that the power company had a big stake in getting the relationship changed since they were being harmed
by it. I did not like the risk that implied.

In conclusion, I feel for those people who were drawn into buying solar panels by the solar companies with the promise
of this relationship. However, I believe the power companies should have the power to largely define these relationships
as they can be deeply harmful to the power company, who have no say in accepting the contract. The solar panel
owners had the same information that I had when they chose to enter this parasitic relationship and I am more
sympathetic to the power company who are in this relationship involuntarily.

James Eck
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Rocky Mountain Power's attempt to destroy private solar 
1 message

Syd Griffiths <valleytank@cut.net> Tue, Nov 22, 2016 at 4:24 PM
To: psc@utah.gov

PSC
 
I would like to express my strong objection to Rocky Mountain Power’s attempt to destroy the solar
power industry in Utah through their proposal for exorbitant fees to be levied against the
homeowners who have invested in clean solar energy equipment to provide a portion of their
electric power needs. 
 
In the first place, RMP’s practice of zeroing out the homeowner’s positive balance of kilowatt hours
to be used ostensibly for RMP’s low income assistance efforts should be a sufficient contribution
for the homeowner.  The homeowner cannot possibly benefit under that practice;  it’s like the
dealer’s advantage in the game of blackjack.  If there is a positive balance in their account at the
March billing cycle, RMP takes it without reimbursement.
 
So when RMP wants to add additional predatory fees just for the privilege of being connected to
the monopoly’s grid, it will likely make it impossible for the homeowner to ever amortize the cost of
the solar equipment.  RMP destroyed the solar industry in Nevada through this kind of
unwarranted charges.  Will you allow them to do so in Utah as well?
 
Syd Griffiths 
Valley Tank Service LLC 
425 E 155 S 
Venice, UT 84701 
(435) 896‐4021

Syd Griffiths.vcf
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Please DENY Rocky Mountain Power's recently filed a proposal on Solar Energy 
1 message

Michael Bard <mdbard@me.com> Tue, Nov 22, 2016 at 4:25 PM
To: psc@utah.gov

Dear Utah Public Service Commission,

Rocky Mountain Power has recently filed a proposal to change the rules and rates that apply to residential solar
customers. The rule would apply to new systems permitted by a date still to be determined. The new rate structure is so
disadvantageous to solar that it is sure to arrest Utah’s strong solar growth. I believe this an unjust proposal on the part
of Rocky Mountain Power (RMP).

I believe the proposal, if approved, will add uncertainty to solar, reduce the financial return of home solar power systems
by over half and also reduce motivation to conserve energy. As Utahns, we should be proud that in 2015 Utah had the
nation’s the 8th largest solar market. We have over 6000 solar homes and 92 solar businesses in the state supporting
nearly 3,000 solar jobs. If approved, this proposal will apply the brakes to this engine of clean energy growth
and establish a dark precedent for other utilities in Utah and surrounding areas.

I urge you to deny Rocky Mountain Power’s proposal.

Respectfully yours,

Michael Bard
1488 E 3115 S
SLC, UT 84106
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Solar and rocky mt power 
1 message

dave hhhhh <gerberley@yahoo.com> Tue, Nov 22, 2016 at 4:26 PM
To: psc@utah.gov

Please do not let Rocky Mountain power continue their monopoly and keep clean and abundant energy from spreading
it's wings...
Thanks dg























































To whom it may concern: 

 

Use of solar panels provides an efficient way to convert energy from the sun into electricity.  Solar 
electricity generation is one of the few low-carbon energy technologies with the potential to grow to 
large scale. Several benefits are immediately obvious.  The sun provides unlimited energy that has 
been used for millions of years to produce green plants.  Sunlight is free.  With the advent of modern 
physics, chemistry, and engineering during the past century, clever individuals have discovered how 
to convert sunlight into electricity using readily available chemical elements.  In the past few years, 
this discovery has been commercialized and is now the basis for a rapidly growing global enterprise 
that has the promise over the next few decades of providing electricity to a wide variety of users 
ranging from homeowners to large businesses at competitive rates.  Today, it is estimated by the 
Solar Energy Industries Association that the U.S. solar industry employs 174,000 Americans and 
pumps nearly $18 billion per year into our economy.  

 

Advantages of solar energy for electricity production are many.  Solar panels can be used for small 
installations such as homes or for large buildings.  A solar inverter is used to convert direct current 
output into alternating current for use by the energy off-taker.  Most installations are tied to regulated 
electric utility industries, but it is possible to make the operation independent by using rechargeable 
batteries.  The system is simple with no need for extensive transmission lines from commercial coal, 
natural gas, or nuclear electric power generating plants to the user.  Secondary effects encountered 
with the use of coal, natural gas, or radionuclides to power these plants, such as environmental 
pollution and negative human health issues are eliminated.  This is a tremendous benefit, especially 
in developing countries, since waste generated in mining, processing, and using these resources is 
large and expensive to treat, if treated at all.   

 

Use of green technologies, such as solar panels, is increasing on a global scale.  Western Europe, 
China, and India are prime movers in this effort.  The population of India is over one billion.  Of 
these, about 300 million do not have access to electricity.  This number is equal to the population of 
the United States.  India has embarked on a program of installing solar panels on rooftops and setting 
up massive solar parks.  This effort is expected to catapult India to the forefront of the global effort to 
bring electricity to all.  An immediate benefit is the decreased need to build electric power generating 
plants to provide this electricity.   

  

Some experts predict that by 2050 a major fraction of the world’s power should come from solar 
sources.  However, getting to this point will require real and dedicated cooperation among 
stakeholders including users; providers; local, State, and National legislators and policy makers; and 
utilities.  Many important and controversial issues need to be considered and workable solutions 
found.   



The long-term potential of solar power to meet a significant portion of global electricity demand is 
assured.  It is imperative that stakeholders work together to identify and solve problems.  Individuals 
in the U.S. should be leading this field, not putting impediments in its path.    

 

Reed M. Izatt, ph.D. 

Provo, Utah   

 











 

 

Steven Wollschleger 
7538 Misty Hollow Way 
West Jordan, UT 84084 
(801) 718-8282 
s.wolly@gmail.com 

22 November 2016 

State of Utah Public Service Commission 
Heber M. Wells Building  
160 East 300 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
 
 

I am writing regarding the proposal by Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) to 
increase rates for new residential solar installations.  

I oppose this rate increase. I do not have, nor do I plan to acquire solar 
power generation. As a customer of RMP, I am happy to subsidize those that 
choose to install solar.  

An increase in my monthly power bill is a small price to pay in exchange for 
cleaner air where I live and work. I urge you to deny this request from RMP 
and help to maintain the opportunity to take advantage of the abundant solar 
energy available in our state.  

 

Sincerely, 

Steven Wollschleger 
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