










 
 
Subject: Support for Rocky Mountain Power billing changes regarding 
net metering for solar panel homeowners. 
 
I am writing you today after having a representative from a solar company knock on my 
door in order to convince me that net metering should not change as Rocky Mountain 
Power desires.  I have done my research and believe that Rocky Mountain Power is 
correct in wishing to end the current rate of net metering for future customers.  
I do not believe that my neighbors and I that do not own solar panels should continue to 
subsidize those with solar panels.  
 
I believe solar should be part of our energy future but it should stand on its own.  I further 
believe that individuals that have solar need to pay to maintain and improve the grid 
system over which power is delivered to them when the sun is not shining, and when they 
are delivering their excess power to Rocky Mountain Power.  They should receive fair 
remuneration for the power they deliver to Rocky Mountain Power; however, I believe a 
fair amount is the same as other wholesale producers, not at the retail rate. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
Sincerely, 
Mike Elliott 
1353 N 3100 E 
Layton, Utah 84040 































































To whom it may concern: 

 

Use of solar panels provides an efficient way to convert energy from the sun into electricity.  Solar 
electricity generation is one of the few low-carbon energy technologies with the potential to grow to 
large scale. Several benefits are immediately obvious.  The sun provides unlimited energy that has 
been used for millions of years to produce green plants.  Sunlight is free.  With the advent of modern 
physics, chemistry, and engineering during the past century, clever individuals have discovered how 
to convert sunlight into electricity using readily available chemical elements.  In the past few years, 
this discovery has been commercialized and is now the basis for a rapidly growing global enterprise 
that has the promise over the next few decades of providing electricity to a wide variety of users ranging 
from homeowners to large businesses at competitive rates.  Today, it is estimated by the Solar Energy 
Industries Association that the U.S. solar industry employs 174,000 Americans and pumps nearly $18 
billion per year into our economy.  

 

Advantages of solar energy for electricity production are many.  Solar panels can be used for small 
installations such as homes or for large buildings.  A solar inverter is used to convert direct current 
output into alternating current for use by the energy off-taker.  Most installations are tied to regulated 
electric utility industries, but it is possible to make the operation independent by using rechargeable 
batteries.  The system is simple with no need for extensive transmission lines from commercial coal, 
natural gas, or nuclear electric power generating plants to the user.  Secondary effects encountered with 
the use of coal, natural gas, or radionuclides to power these plants, such as environmental pollution 
and negative human health issues are eliminated.  This is a tremendous benefit, especially in 
developing countries, since waste generated in mining, processing, and using these resources is large 
and expensive to treat, if treated at all.   

 

Use of green technologies, such as solar panels, is increasing on a global scale.  Western Europe, China, 
and India are prime movers in this effort.  The population of India is over one billion.  Of these, about 
300 million do not have access to electricity.  This number is equal to the population of the United 
States.  India has embarked on a program of installing solar panels on rooftops and setting up massive 
solar parks.  This effort is expected to catapult India to the forefront of the global effort to bring 
electricity to all.  An immediate benefit is the decreased need to build electric power generating plants 
to provide this electricity.   

  

Some experts predict that by 2050 a major fraction of the world’s power should come from solar 
sources.  However, getting to this point will require real and dedicated cooperation among stakeholders 
including users; providers; local, State, and National legislators and policy makers; and utilities.  Many 
important and controversial issues need to be considered and workable solutions found.   



The long-term potential of solar power to meet a significant portion of global electricity demand is 
assured.  It is imperative that stakeholders work together to identify and solve problems.  Individuals 
in the U.S. should be leading this field, not putting impediments in its path.    

 

Reed M. Izatt, Ph.D. 

Provo, Utah   

 


































































































































































