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       BEFORE  THE  PUBL IC  SERV ICE  COMMISS ION  OF  UTAH

                        *   *   *

I n  t h e  Ma t t e r  o f  t h e  Vo l u n t a r y
Reque s t  o f  R o c k y  Moun t a i n
Powe r  f o r  App r o v a l  o f              D o c k e t  No .  1 4 - 0 35 - 1 47
Resou r c e  De c i s i o n  a nd  Reque s t
f o r  A c c oun t i n g  O r d e r

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
           PUBL IC  W ITNESS  HEAR ING  PROCEED INGS
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

TAKEN  AT :            Pub l i c  Se r v i c e  Comm i s s i o n
                    H ea r i n g  Room  403
                    1 6 0  Ea s t  3 0 0  Sou t h
                    Sa l t  L a k e  C i t y ,  U t a h

DATE :                T u e s da y ,  Ap r i l  2 1 ,  2 0 15

T IME :                5 : 1 1  p .m .

REPORTED  BY:         S c o t t  M .  Kn i g h t ,  RPR
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1                   A  P P E A R A N C E S

2 THE HEARING OFFICER:  DAVID R.  CLARK
CHAIRMAN:  RON ALLEN

3 COMMISSIONER:  THAD LeVAR

4 FOR DIVISION OF PUBLIC UTILIT IES:

5 PATRICIA E.  SCHMID,  ESQ.,
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

6 160 East  300 South,  F i f th  F loor
Sal t  Lake Ci ty,  Utah 84114

7
FOR OFFICE OF CONSUMER SERVICES:

8
REX W. OLSEN, ESQ.,

9 ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
160 East  300 South,  Second F loor

10 Sal t  Lake Ci ty,  Utah 84114

11 FOR ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER:

12 YVONNE R.  HOGLE,  ESQ.,
ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER

13 201 South Main St reet ,  Su i te  2300
Sal t  Lake Ci ty,  Utah 84111
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1 PROCEEDINGS

2           THE HEARING OFFICER:   On  the  reco rd .

3          I t ' s  ou r  unders tand ing  tha t  no  one 's  ye t  appeared ,

4 i t  be ing  ten  o r  e leven  m inu tes  a f te r  the  appo in ted  hour .   So

5 we w i l l  be  in  recess  un t i l  5 :30 ,  and  then  i f  we ' re  s t i l l

6 wa i t i ng  and  no  one  has  appeared ,  then  we ' l l  ad jou rn ,  go

7 abou t  ou r  ac t i v i t i es  fo r  the  even ing .   We d idn ' t  wan t  to

8 leave  you  in  suspense ,  however ,  so - - thank  you  ve ry much .

9 We ' re  in  recess  un t i l  5 :30 ,  un less  someone  a r r i ves  who

10 des i res  to  be  heard  be fo re  tha t  t ime ;  then  we ' l l  ge t  back  in

11 sess ion .   So  don ' t  wander  too  fa r  o f f ,  a t  l eas t  the

12 essen t ia l  pa r t ies .   Thank  you .   Wh ich  i s  mos t l y  the

13 repor te r .

14 (Recess  taken ,  5 :09 -5 :33  p .m. )

15           THE HEARING OFFICER:   On  the  reco rd .

16          Le t  the  reco rd  re f lec t  i t ' s  5 :33 .   And  I  be l ieve

17 we ' re  ye t  i n  the  pos i t i on  o f  hav ing  no  one  have  appeared  to

18 address  the  Commiss ion  as  pa r t  o f  the  pub l i c  w i tness

19 hear ing .   I s  tha t  t rue  o r  i s  the re  anyone  he re  to  speak?

20           UNIDENTIF IED SPEAKER:   No  one 's  vo lun tee r ing .

21           THE HEARING OFFICER:   No  one  i s  ind ica t ing  a

22 des i re  to  speak .   And  so  un less  the re ' s  anyth ing  fu r the r ,

23 we ' l l  be  ad jou rned .

24           MS.  HOGLE:   There  i s  someth ing  fu r the r ,  you r

25 Honor .   Thank  you  fo r  i ndu lg ing  me.   And  I  th ink  you  may be
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1 expec t ing  th i s ,  bu t  g i ven  the re  i s  no  pub l i c  oppos i t i on - -

2           THE HEARING OFFICER:   Uh-huh  (A f f i rmat i ve ) .

3           MS.  HOGLE:   - -and  par t i es '  suppor t  f o r  the

4 s t i pu la t i on ,  the  Company respec t f u l l y  reques ts  a  bench  o rder

5 f rom  you  f o r  approva l  to  the  app l i ca t i on  as  f i l ed .

6           THE HEARING OFFICER:   Ms .  Hog le ,  can  you  g i ve  us  a

7 sense  o f  wha t  t ime  p ressures  the  Company's  f ee l i ng  o r  wha t

8 i n te res t  wou ld  be  se rved  by do ing  tha t  today?

9           MS.  HOGLE:   Cer ta in l y .   Rea l l y  i t  comes  f rom the

10 exper ience  tha t  I ' ve  had  be fo re  you  commiss ioners ;  and  tha t

11 i s ,  when  someth ing  makes  sense  and  i s  i n  the  pub l i c  i n te res t

12 and  the re ' s  no  oppos i t i on ,  i n  pa r t i cu la r  i n  th i s  case  when

13 we have  a  dead l i ne  o f  May 27 th ,  2015 ,  i t  appears  to  me and

14 t o  the  Company tha t  when  par t i es  ge t  toge ther  l i ke  th i s  and

15 are  ab le  to  reach  an  agreement  f o r  a  t ransac t ion  tha t  i s  so

16 obv ious l y  i n  the  pub l i c  i n te res t ,  t h i s  Commiss ion  i s  no t

17 a f ra id  to  ac t  and  to - -and  to  render  a  dec i s ion  tha t  i s - - i s

18 pruden t .

19           THE HEARING OFFICER:   We ' l l  be  o f f  t he  record  f o r

20 a  f ew m inu tes  to  cons ider  the  reques t ,  and  we ' l l  t r y  no t

21 keep  you  much  longer .

22           MS.  HOGLE:   Apprec ia te  tha t .   Thank  you .

23           THE HEARING OFFICER:   Thank  you .

24          O f f  the  record .

25 (Recess  taken ,  5 :35-5 :37  p .m . )
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1           THE HEARING OFFICER:   Ms .  Schm id  and  Mr .  O lsen ,  do

2 you  have  any  gu idance  f o r  t he  Commiss ion  rega rd ing  t he

3 r eques t  o f  t he  app l i can t?

4           MS.  SCHMID:   I  be l ieve  t ha t  a  bench  o rde r  wou ld

5 a l low the  Company t o  move  f o rward  wi t h  more  ce r t a in t y  and

6 a l low the  Company t o  pe rhaps  even  move  qu icke r  because  i t

7 cou ld  s ta r t  ea r l i e r  t han  awa i t i ng  an  o rde r  f o r  app rova l .

8           THE HEARING OFFICER:   And  t ha t ' s  a  pos i t i ve

9 ou tcome,  in  you r  m ind?

10           MS.  SCHMID:   I  t h ink  t ha t ' s  a  pos i t i ve  t h ing .   I

11 t h ink  t ha t  t he  ev idence  has  demons t ra ted  t ha t  t he

12 t r ansac t ion  i s  i n  t he  pub l i c  i n t e res t ,  t he  s t ipu la t ion  i s  i n

13 t he  pub l i c  i n t e res t ,  and  t he  pub l i c  i n t e res t  wou ld  be  se rved

14 by a l lowing  t he - - t he  t r ansac t ion  t o  p roceed .

15           MR.  OLSEN:   Your  Honor ,  a long  t hose  l i nes ,  t he

16 nego t ia t ions  t ook  p lace  wi t h  t he  unders tand ing  t ha t  t he re

17 was  a  t ime l ine  in  la t e  May in  wh ich  i t  cou ld  poss ib l y  undo

18 t he  ac t i v i t y .   The  s t ipu la t ion  i t se l f  i s  qu i t e  comprehens ive

19 and  was  ve ry  t ho rough ly  a rgued  du r ing  t he  cou rse  o f  t he

20 nego t ia t ion ,  and  I  don ' t  t h ink  we  wou ld  have  an  ob j ec t ion  t o

21 a  bench  o rde r  cons is ten t  w i t h  t ha t  comprehens ive

22 s t ipu la t ion .

23           THE HEARING OFFICER:   The  mo t ion  f o r  a  bench  o rde r

24 i s  g ran ted .   The  Commiss ion  f i nds  t ha t  t he  ev iden t ia r y

25 suppor t  t ha t ' s  been  rece ived  in  ev idence  t oday  in  t he  f o rm
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1 o f  p re f i l ed  tes t imony,  as  we l l  as  the  tes t imony tha t  has

2 been  p resen ted ,  suppor ts  f i nd ings  o f  f ac t  tha t  the - - tha t  the

3 Commiss ion ' s  approva l  o f  the  se t t l ement  s t i pu la t i on  i s  j us t

4 and  reasonab le  and  in  the  pub l i c  i n te res t .   And  we conc lude ,

5 as  a  mat te r  o f  l aw,  tha t  approva l  o f  the  se t t l ement

6 s t ipu la t i on  i s  cons is ten t  w i th  the  au thor i t i es  tha t  have

7 been  p resen ted  and  were  p resen ted  in  the  app l i ca t i on - - tha t

8 i s ,  the  s ta tu to ry  au thor i t i es - -on  wh ich  our  ac t i on  i s

9 sough t .   And  we ' l l  i ssue  a  wr i t ten  o rder  tha t  w i l l  f u r the r

10 exp l i ca te  those  f i nd ings  and  conc lus ions  in  due  course .

11          Anyth ing  f u r the r?

12           MS.  HOGLE:   Thank  you .

13           THE HEARING OFFICER:   W e ' re  ad journed .

14           MS.  SCHMID:   Thank  you .

15           THE HEARING OFFICER:   Thank  you  a l l  ve ry much .

16 (P roceed ings  conc luded  a t  5 :38  p .m . )
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1                       CERTIF ICATE

2           Th is  i s  to  ce r t i f y  tha t  the  f o rego ing  p roceed ings

3 were  taken  be fo re  me,  SCOTT M.  KNIGHT,  a  Reg is te red

4 Pro fess iona l  Repor te r  and  Nota ry Pub l i c  i n  and  f o r  the  S ta te

5 o f  U tah ,  res id ing  a t  Sou th  Jo rdan ,  U tah ;

6           Tha t  the  p roceed ings  were  repor ted  by me in

7 s teno type  and  the rea f te r  caused  by me to  be  t ransc r ibed  in to

8 t ypewr i t i ng ,  and  tha t  a  f u l l ,  t rue ,  and  co r rec t

9 t ransc r ip t i on  o f  sa id  p roceed ings  so  taken  and  t ransc r ibed

10 i s  se t  f o r th  i n  the  f o rego ing  pages ,  i nc lus i ve .

11           I  f u r the r  ce r t i f y  tha t  I  am  no t  o f  k in  o r

12 o therwise  assoc ia ted  wi th  any o f  the  par t i es  to  sa id  cause

13 o f  ac t i on ,  and  tha t  I  am  no t  i n te res ted  in  the  even t

14 the reo f .

15

16                          ______________________________

17                          Sco t t  M .  Kn igh t ,  RPR
                         U tah  L i cense  No.  110171-7801

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25


