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UTAH PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
Heber M. Wells Building 
160 East 300 South, 4th Floor 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
 
To:   Utah Public Service Commission 
 
From:   Utah Clean Energy 
  Kate Bowman, Renewable Energy Program Manager 
 
Date:   May 15, 2019   
 
Re:  Docket No. 19-035-18 

Rocky Mountain Power’s 2019 Avoided Cost Input Changes Quarterly 
Compliance Filing 

 
Dear Public Service Commission, 
 

On April 30, 2019, Rocky Mountain Power (The Company) filed the Q1 2019 Avoided Cost 

Input Changes Quarterly Compliance Filing. Utah Clean Energy’s comments address a specific 

change noted in this filing that is not adequately explained by the Company. Our silence on other 

aspects of this filing does not indicate Utah Clean Energy’s support for these changes. 

 

Appendix A, “Description of Avoided Cost Input Changes 2019.Q1 – April 2019” identifies 

model assumptions that have been updated since the Company’s 2018.Q4 filing. One of the 

changes identified by the company is an update to the capacity of the proxy avoided cost thermal 

resource. The Company’s’ filing explains that “The avoided cost thermal resource is 100 

megawatt (“MW”) with a 100 percent capacity factor and is located in the Utah North 
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transmission bubble.”1 The assumption that an avoided cost thermal resource has a 100 percent 

capacity factor is a change from the 2018.Q4 avoided cost compliance filing, in which the 

avoided cost thermal resource had an 85 percent capacity factor.2 

 

A 100 percent capacity factor indicates that the proxy resource will never operate at reduced 

output or be taken out of service for scheduled or unscheduled maintenance. The Company’s 

filing does not include an explanation of why the Company has chosen to change the capacity 

factor of the proxy thermal resource to 100%. Utah Clean Energy respectfully requests that the 

Commission ask the Company to explain their rationale for making this change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With best regards, 

 
/s/ Kate Bowman                                                  
Kate Bowman, Solar Project Coordinator 
Utah Clean Energy  
 
 
 
 
 
CC: Service List – Docket No. 19-035-18 

                                                           
1 Docket 19-035-18, RMP’s 2019.Q1 Quarterly Compliance Filing, April 30, 2019. Page 7 
2 Docket 18-035-23, RMP 2018.Q4 Quarterly Compliance Filing, March 20, 2019. Page 7. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I certify that on May 15, 2019, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was served upon the 
following as indicated below: 
 
By Electronic Mail: 
 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Patricia Schmid    pschmid@agutah.gov 
Justin Jetter     jjetter@agutah.gov 
Robert Moore     rmoore@agutah.gov 

  
OFFICE OF CONSUMER SERVICES: 

Michele Beck     mbeck@utah.gov 
Cheryl Murray     cmurray@utah.gov 
Bela Vastag     bvastag@utah.gov 

 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES:  

Chris Parker     chrisparker@utah.gov 
William Powell    wpowell@utah.gov 
      dpudatarequest@utah.gov 

 
PACIFICORP 
 Data Request Response Center   datarequest@pacificorp.com 
 Utah Dockets     utahdockets@pacificorp.com 

Jana Saba     jana.saba@pacificorp.com 
Robert C. Live ly    bob.lively@pacificorp.com 
Daniel Solander    daniel.solander@pacificorp.com 

 
ENERGY STRATEGIES 

Kelly Francone    kfrancone@energystrat.com 
 Neal Townsend    ntownsend@energystrat.com 
 Gregory Probst    glprobst@earthlink.net 
 
CALLISTER NEBEKER & MCCULLOUGH  

Stephen F. Mecham     sfmecham@cnmlaw.com 
 
HATCH, JAMES, AND DODGE 

Gary A. Dodge     gdodge@hjdlaw.com 
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E-QUANT CONSULTING, INC.  
Roger Swenson     Roger.swenson@prodigy.net 

 
HOLLAND & HART, LLP  

James W. Holtkamp     jholtkamp@hollandhart.com 
Thor Nelson     tnelson@hollandhart.com 

 
WASATCH WIND LLC  

Richard Collins & Tracy Livingston Mikell rcollins@westminstercollege.edu 
 
FEA LT. COL. 

Karen White      Karen.white@tyndall.af.mil 
 
UTAH CLEAN ENERGY  

Kate Bowman     kate@utahcleanenergy.org 
 

/s/ Kate Bowman 


