Report to: Utah Public Service Commission
Electric Service Reliability - Major Event Report

Event Date(s):

August 31-September 1, 2008
Date Submitted:

September 26, 2008
Primary Affected Locations:

Wasatch Front
Exclude from Performance Reports: 

Yes

Report Prepared by:

Diane DeNuccio

Report Approved by:

Heide Caswell
Event Description:

On August 31, 2008, a severe thunderstorm producing strong winds, rain and lightning over much of Utah caused widespread outages to Rocky Mountain Power services, most significantly in the Wasatch Front area.  Winds were blowing steadily at 60-70 mph in the area with a high of 79 mph recorded at Box Elder.  Approximately one-third of the total customer minutes lost (CML) were directly due to wind, about one-quarter due to pole fires, and the remainder due to loss of transmission, trees, lightning, and other causes.  In Ogden, where most of the facilities damage occurred, 53% of operating area CML was due to pole fires.
In total throughout the state, sustained interruptions affected 150 substations and 238 circuits. The longest interruption was on Little Mountain #18 circuit in the Ogden operating area, affecting 7 customers for 2,562 minutes (almost 43 hours).  The unweighted average stage duration of all sustained interruptions statewide was 474 minutes (almost 8 hours), the median duration was 300 minutes and the mode duration was 507 minutes.   
Total Customer Minutes Lost = 19,571,646
Total Sustained Incidents = 420
Total Sustained Customer Interruptions = 73,066

State SAIDI = 24.51

State SAIFI = 0.09

Restoration:  
Due to the Hurricane Ike damage, some Wasatch area contract crews (Sturgeon) had traveled to Texas and were not available to Rocky Mountain Power during Utah’s storm.  However, company crews and remaining available contract crews worked round the clock repairing damage, which consisted primarily of wire down, poles broken or burned, crossarms burned, trees into lines, and fuses blown.  Hardest hit was Ogden, where contract crews worked through the night to replace downed poles and re-conductor lines in rough terrain.  One helicopter was employed to transport crews for repair work on Mount Ogden when winds subsided. 
Damages:
Facilities replacements due to storm damage included approximately 2,000 line feet of conductor, 10 distribution poles (5 of these in Ogden), 12 transformers, and 32 cross-arms (20 in Ogden, 7 in SLC Metro area).
Resources Utilized:


	Troubleman/assessors
	20

	Internal (local) crewmembers
	131

	Borrowed company crew
	1

	External (contract) crewmembers
	31

	Vegetation crewmembers
	26
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Estimated Major Event Cost:  
Expense    
$225,000
        Capital   $50,000 
    TOTAL   $275,000
SAIDI, SAIFI, MAIFI Report:  (Attached)
Major Event Threshold:  

Rocky Mountain Power is requesting designation of this storm and its consequences to be classified as a “Major Event” for exclusion from network performance reporting.  This major event exceeded the company’s current Utah threshold for customer minutes lost in a 24-hour period (pursuant filed Advice/Approval Letters 04-13/05-13 adopting IEEE P1366 major event methodology effective the company’s fiscal year 2006).
2 of 3
1 of 2

