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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF UTAH

In the matter of the Complaint of:

BEAVER COUNTY, et al, : Docket No. 01-049-75
Complainants,
VS. : QWEST’S OBJECTION TO

QWEST CORPORATION fka U S WEST CSOE'\FAQ\'\;lllc-;rl-Er’%EM%FT(l:gl\]N IS:L(JDI\F/QI iR
COMMUNICATIONS, INC., fka

MOUNTAIN STATES TELEPHONE & CONTINUANCE
TELEGRAPH SERVICES, INC.

Respondent.

Qwest Corporation (Qwest) hereby objects to the Motion for Continuance filed by the
Committee of Consumer Services (Committee) on January 24, 2002.

1. In its Motion, which was filed yesterday, the Committee states that it “has just
recently apprized itself of the matters at issue in this proceeding and is reviewing the filings and
prior history of the Complainants’ claims for agency action before this Commission as well as
the ruling of the Utah Supreme Court in Beaver County, et al vs. Qwest, Inc., 2001 UT 81 in
order to determine how the Committee can best and most effectively represent the interests of

residential consumers . . ..” (Motion for Continuance at 1-2)
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2. The Committee presents no basis for a claim of excusable neglect that justifies a
continuance in this matter. In fact, Qwest’s Motion to Dismiss has been fully briefed for nearly
two months and the Committee has been served with pleadings every step of the way.

3. The Complaint was filed in this case on September 17, 2001. While it is unclear
whether the Committee was served with the Complaint, it is Qwest’s understanding that it is
standard practice at the Public Service Commission that a complaint like the one filed in this
matter would have been immediately provided to the Committee.

4, In any event, when Qwest filed its Motion to Dismiss on October 17, 2001, it
served it on counsel for the Complainants, counsel for the Division, and on Roger Ball, the
Committee’s Administrative Secretary.

5. When the Complainants responded to the Qwest’s Motion on November 5, 2001,
their certificate of service indicates that their Reply was also served on Mr. Ball.

6. On November 16, 2001, Qwest replied to the Counties and again served the
Committee, this time sending its reply memorandum to Mr. Warnick, counsel for the Committee.

7. On December 11, 2001, the Division filed a memorandum commenting on the
memoranda filed to that point and taking a position on Qwest’s Motion to Dismiss. That
memorandum was likewise served on Mr. Warnick.

8. On January 7, 2002, the Commission entered its order setting the hearing date on
Qwest’s Motion to Dismiss. Qwest understands that that staff members of the Committee and
counsel for the Committee routinely receive copies of such orders.

0. Thus, the Committee has received at least four memoranda informing it that this
case existed, that Qwest had moved to dismiss it, that the Division had taken a position in the

matter, and that the matter was fully briefed by the parties. The most recent of these
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documents—the Division memorandum—uwas served on the Committee on December 11, 2001
(44 days prior to the Committee’s Motion for Continuance). The Commission’s order setting the
hearing date for oral argument in this matter was entered 17 days before the Committee moved to
continue this case.

10. Under these facts, the Committee’s neglect in failing to apprise itself of the issues
in this case is neither reasonable nor excusable.

11. Therefore, Qwest hereby opposes the Committee’s Motion for a Continuance and
requests the Commission to deny it.

12. Qwest hereby submits its position on the Committee’s Motion to the Commission
for decision. Oral argument is not requested. Given the short time before oral argument, Qwest
respectfully requests a expedited decision on the Committee’s motion.

DATED: January 25, 2002.

Gregory B. Monson
Ted D. Smith
STOEL RIVES LLP

Attorneys for Qwest Corporation
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the QWEST’S OBJECTION TO COMMITTEE OF CONSUMER
SERVICE’S MOTION FOR A CONTINUANCE was served upon the following by electronic
mail and by hand delivery on January 25, 2002,

Bill Thomas Peters

David W. Scofield

PARSONS, DAVIES, KINGHORN & PETERS
185 South State Street, Suite 700

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

Michael Ginsberg

Assistant Attorney General
500 Heber M. Wells Building
160 East 300 South

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111

Reed Warnick

Assistant Attorney General
500 Heber M. Wells Building
160 East 300 South

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111
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