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Public Service Commission of Utah 
Heber M. Wells Building 
160 East 300 South, 4th flr 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
 
 Re: Order to Show Cause (Docket 13-2195-01) 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
 Hi-Country Estates Homeowners Association (“Hi-Country”) sends this letter in response 
to the Commission’s Order to Show Cause issued on February 11, 2015 in Docket 13-2195-01.  
The Order to Show Cause was precipitated by an email from Rod Dansie to the Commission 
complaining of standby fees charged by Hi-Country.  In the Order to Show Cause, the Commission 
notes that the Division of Public Utilities (the “Division”) reviewed Mr. Dansie’s email and 
determined that it “raises duplicative issues the Commission has previously addressed in this 
docket.”  Hi-Country concurs with the Division’s assessment of Mr. Dansie’s email.   
 
 Mr. Dansie’s email requests that the Commission “make a full review of the charges for 
standby fees, late charges, interest [sic] attorney fees, and all other charges that Hi-Country Water 
has levied” against two lots within Hi-Country Estates owned by the Dansie family.  Such as 
review, at least as relating to the period during which Hi-Country was subject to Commission 
regulation, has just been very thoroughly performed as part of the rate approval process recently 
completed in Docket 13-2195-02.  As the Commission is aware, Mr. Dansie was granted 
intervention in that docket and participated, with the assistance of legal counsel, throughout the 
process.   
 
 Indeed, Mr. Dansie’s latest email seems to do little more than restate his dissatisfaction 
with the fact that he and the other Dansie family members, as owners of two lots within Hi-Country 
Estates, are required to pay standby fees for water service.  Mr. Dansie’s original complaint filed 
on June 13, 2013 claims that he was “served summons for standby fees illegally” by Hi-Country.  
As the Commission noted in its Order of August 26, 2013, “[i]f Mr. Dansie believes that he has 
defenses against Hi-Country’s claims, Mr. Dansie can raise those to the district court” and “[t]he 
Commission is not the proper forum for these arguments to be made or heard.”  Mr. Dansie was 
indeed served with a complaint for nonpayment of standby fees and the case was thoroughly 
litigated in the district court.  As Mr. Dansie noted, the judgment in that case did require him and 
his siblings to pay a roughly $65,000 sum to settle the issue of unpaid standby fees.  A copy of the 
judgment is included with this letter.   
 



As he has done before the Commission, Mr. Dansie claimed in court that the Well Lease 
Agreement exempts the two Dansie lots from payment of standby fees.  The court, obviously, did 
not find that argument compelling as it stated “[t]he plain language of the Well Lease agreement 
provides no express exemption from standby fees and other service fees” and also noted that the 
owners of the Dansie lots “have a responsibility to pay ‘their pro rata share of fees and costs.’”   

 
The Commission clearly stated that the district court was the proper place for determination 

of the standby fee argument and the court has ruled, leaving nothing for the Commission to do on 
the issue, despite Mr. Dansie’s email request to the contrary.  Further, the Well Lease Agreement 
was a much-discussed issue in Docket 13-2195-02 and the Commission has declared the entire 
agreement null and void.   

 
Additionally, to the extent the lots in question are owned by the Dansie family trust, any 

legitimate complaints should be brought by Richard Dansie who is now the trustee of the Dansie 
family trust after Rod Dansie resigned as trustee on January 15th, 2015. 

 
The district court has ruled against Mr. Dansie on the issue of standby fees and the 

Commission has declared the entire Well Lease Agreement void and unenforceable.  In light of 
those facts, it appears that Mr. Dansie’s current email is intended simply to harass Hi-Country and 
to cause additional and unnecessary expenses to be borne by the Hi-Country ratepayers.  Hi-
Country requests that the Commission enter a finding that the issues raised by Mr. Dansie have 
already been disposed of.  Hi-Country further requests that the Commission take whatever actions 
it deems necessary to prevent further harassment by Mr. Dansie.   
 
 
 

Sincerely, 
       SMITH HARTVIGSEN, PLLC 
 
 

/s/ Adam S. Long 
       J. Craig Smith 
       Adam S. Long 
       Attorneys for Hi-Country Estates  

Homeowners Association 
  
 
cc: Board of Directors, Hi-Country HOA 
  
  







 
  



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I CERTIFY that on the 13th day of March, 2015, a true and correct copy of the 
foregoing was served upon the following as indicated below: 

 
By E-Mail and Hand Delivery 
 
Public Service Commission of Utah 
Heber M. Wells Building 
160 East 300 South, 4th flr 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
psc@utah.gov 
mreif@utah.gov 
 
 
By E-Mail: 

 
Rodney Dansie (roddansie@msn.com) 

 
Patricia Schmid (pschmid@utah.gov)  
Justin Jetter (jjetter@utah.gov) 
Rex Olsen (rolsen@utah.gov)  
Utah Assistant Attorneys General 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

/s/ Adam S. Long 
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