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1 Q: Please state your name and business address.

2 A: My name is Ryan Evans. My business address is 9690 South 300 West Suite 300, Sandy, 

3 4 Utah 84070.

4 Q. By whom are you employed and in what capacity?

5 A: I am the President of the Utah Solar Energy Association.

6 Q. On whose behalf are you testifying in this proceeding?

7 A: The Utah Solar Energy Association. 

8 Q. Are you the same Ryan Evans who filed direct testimony on behalf of the Utah Solar 

9 Energy Association in this proceeding?
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10 A. Yes, I am.   

11 Q: What is the purpose of your rebuttal testimony?

12 A: The intent of my rebuttal testimony is to address the June 8, 2017 direct testimony of 

13 Melissa Whited.  Ms. Whited provided testimony on behalf of Utah Clean Energy and 

14 argues against changing from netting consumption and generation on a monthly basis to 

15 netting on an hourly basis. 

16 Q: Do you believe that a residential customer’s consumption and generation should be 

17 netted on an hourly basis? 

18 A: No.  I do not believe that hourly netting would provide any meaningful benefits to 

19 customers or the solar industry.  Hourly netting may, in fact, serve as a disincentive to 

20 residential customers signing up for net metering service.  In contrast, a monthly netting 

21 regime provides more predictability on the economics of solar to potential and current 

22 customers. This predictability is critical to the ongoing marketability of rooftop solar.

23 Q: Please explain.

24 A: Residential profiles are highly variable on an hourly basis.1  As a result, it is nearly 

25 impossible for potential customers and the solar industry to predict the value of a PV 

26 system under an hourly netting regime.  In addition,  Rocky Mountain Power’s 

27 (Company) residential customers do not generally have access to their hourly load profile 

28 and consumption history.  Without a pre-installed smart meter, or other such technology 

29 that can provide hourly consumption data, it would not be possible to make a truly 

30 informed decision on the size of a PV system to purchase, the savings a customer might 

31 expect over the course of the decades the system will be in place, and how long it will 

1 See e.g., Direct Testimony of Melissa Whited at page 19, line 300. 



3

32 take to pay off their investment. This uncertainty regarding the economics of a solar 

33 purchase will likely significantly reduce a potential customer’s willingness to make a 

34 sizeable investment in a PV system.  Furthermore, because of the unknowns in moving to 

35 an hourly netting regime, future solar customers could possibly make very poor financial 

36 decisions based on the lack of available data.

37 When netting consumption and generation on a monthly basis, however, a 

38 potential solar customer can make an informed decision based upon their historical 

39 consumption patterns given the data available to them. 

40 Q: How would hourly netting impact the solar industry?

41 A: The uncertainty that would exist for potential customers because of their inability to 

42 predict cost savings would certainly slow the market, thus opening up the potential for 

43 job losses.  Solar companies cannot reasonably predict the potential savings for their 

44 customers in an hourly netting regime because the data that doesn’t exist, consumption 

45 patterns are highly variable, and there is limited access to data from other markets where 

46 hourly has been implemented. I believe that this would not serve the interests of net 

47 metering customers and in turn the solar industry itself. 

48 One city in Utah has switched to an hourly netting period, Provo City.  In 

49 recognition of the issue of uncertainty, Provo Power has been in the process of converting 

50 all of their residential customers over to AMI meters (solar and non-solar).  This switch 

51 for all customers is critical in that future potential customers will have access to the data 

52 by which their consumption and generation will be measured. This access to customer 

53 consumption information will help solar companies operating in that market better 

54 predict customer savings. Monthly netting enables an accurate review of the economics 



4

55 for future solar predictability, and on the economics of solar to potential and current 

56 customers. This predictability is critical to the ongoing marketability of rooftop solar.

57 Q: Does this conclude your rebuttal testimony?

58 A: Yes, it does.    

Signature Page to Follow



Certification:

Pursuant to Utah Code Ann. §78B-5-705, I declare under criminal penalty of the State of 

Utah that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Executed on July 25, 2017

By: ____________________________
Ryan Evans
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
Docket No. 14-035-0114

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing TESTIMONY OF RYAN 
EVANS was served by email on this 26th day of July 2017, on the following:

PacifiCorp
Data Request Response Center (datarequest@pacificorp.com)
Gary A. Dodge (gdodge@hjdlaw.com)

Rocky Mountain Power
Robert C. Lively (bob.lively@pacificorp.com)
Michael S. Snow (Michael.snow@pacificorp.com)
Yvonne Hogle (yvonne.hogle@pacificorp.com)
Daniel E. Solander (daniel.solander@pacificorp.com)
D. Matthew Moscon (dmmoscon@stoel.com)

Assistant Utah Attorneys General
Patricia Schmid (pschmid@utah.gov)
Justin Jetter (jjetter@utah.gov)
Robert Moore (rmoore@utah.gov)
Michele Beck (mbeck@utah.gov)
Cheryl Murray (cmurray@utah.gov)
Bela Vastag (bvastag@utah.gov)
Chris Parker (chrisparker@utah.gov)
William Powell (wpowell@utah.gov)

Division of Public Utilities
Erika Tedder (etedder@utah.gov)

Vivint Solar
Stephen F. Mecham (sfmecham@gmail.com) 

Walter Pera (wpera5769@yahoo.com)

Western Resource Advocates
Jennifer Gardner (jennifer.gardner@westernresources.org)

Utah Clean Energy
Sophie Hayes (sophie@utahcleanenergy.org)
Sarah Wright (sarah@utahcleanenergy.org)
Kate Bowman (kate@utahcleanenergy.org)

University of Utah
Phillip J. Russell (prussell@hjdlaw.com)
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Salt Lake City Corporation
Tyler Poulson (tyler.poulson@slcgov.com)

Utah Citizens Advocating Renewable Energy
Michael D. Rossetti (mike_rossettie@ucare.us.org)
Stanley T. Holmes (stholmes3@xmission.com)
Dr. Robert G. Nohavec (nohavec@xmission.com)

Auric Solar, LLC
Elias Bishop (elias.bishop@auricsolar.com; ebishop@utsolar.org)

Heal Utah
Michael Shay (michael@healutah.org)

USAF Utility Law Field Support Center
Mrs. Karen White (Karen.White.13@us.af.mil)

Sierra Club
Travis Ritchie (travis.ritchie@sierraclub.org)
Gloria Smith (Gloria.smith@sierraclub.org)
Casey Roberts (casey.roberts@sierraclub.org)

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
Steve W. Chriss (Stephen.Chriss@wal-mart.com)

Stephen J. Baron (sbaron@jkenn.com)

Arthur F. Sandack, Esq. (asandack@msn.com)

Kurt J. Boehm, Esq. (kboehm@BKLlawfirm.com)

Jody Kyler Cohn, Esq. (Jkylercohn@BKLlawfirm.com)

Kevin Higgins (khiggins@energystrat.com)

Neal Townsend (ntownsend@energystrat.com)

Chad Hofheins (chad@synergypowerpv.com)

David L. Thomas (dthomas@summitcounty.org)

Jerold G. Oldroyd (oldroydj@ballardspahr.com)

Peter J. Mattheis (pjm@bbrslaw.com)
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Eric J. Lacey (elacey@bbrslaw.com)

Jeremy R. Cook (jrc@pkhlawyers.com)

William J. Evans (bevans@parsonsbehle.com)

Vicki M. Baldwin (vbaldwin@parsonsbehle.com)

Roger Swenson (roger.swenson@prodigy.net)

Energy Freedom Coalition of America; Sunrun, Inc.; The Alliance for Solar Choice
Bruce M. Plenk (solarlawyeraz@gmail.com)
Thadeua B. Culley (tculley@kfwlaw.com)
James M. Van Nostrand (jvannostrand@kfwlaw.com)

HEAL Utah
Michael Shea (michael@healutah.org)

Salt Lake County
Donald H. Hansen (dhansen@slco.org)
Jennifer Bailey (jenbailey@slco.org)

Park City Municipal Corporation
Luke Cartin (Luke.Cartin@parkcity.org)
Thomas A. Daley (tdaley@parkcity.org)

Vote Solar
Rick Gilliam (rick@votesolar.org)

Legend Ventures, LLC (dba Legend Solar, LLC)
Nathan K. Fisher (nathanf@fisherhunterlaw.com)
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Intermountain Wind and Solar, LLC
Brian W. Burnett, Esq. (bburnett@kmclaw.com)
Dale Crawford (dale@imwindandsolar.com)
Doug Shipley (doug@imwindandsolar.com)
Mark Allred (mark@imwindandsolar.com)
Mark Richards (markrichards@imwindandsolar.com)
Doug Vause (dougvause@imwindandsolar.com)

Interstate Renewable Energy Council, Inc.
Sara Baldwin Auck (sarab@irecusa.org)

    /s/                                                    
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