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Gary Widerburg <gwiderburg@utah. gov>

Public Service Commission
3 messages

constituentservices@utah. gov <constituentservices@utah. gov> Man, Nov 28, 2016 at 8:29 AM
To: gwiderburg@utah. gov

November 28, 2016

Cain, Tyler

You have been assigned to reply to the following issue:

Constituent: Trela, Patty

Constituent Address:
Patty Trela
2815 Loran Heights Dr
East Millcreek UT 84109

Constituent Email; patty. trela@hsc. utah. edu

Mobile #:

Home #:

Offlceff: (801) 842-6489

Subject: Public Service Commission

Request (Closed): Subject: Rocky Mtn Power and solar energy Please stop Rocky Mountain Power from increasing fees
for those of use who have solar panels. It unfairly punishes us who are trying to save money by using less power. Rocky
Mountain Power is a monopoly and is trying to take away our consumer choice. We are also trying to help the
environment to make this a better State to live in. Thank you.

Thank you.

Constituent Services.

constituentservices@utah. gov <constituentservices@utah. gov> Mon, Nov 28, 2016 at 8:30 AM
To: gwiderburg@utah. gov

November 28, 2016

Cain, Tyler

You have been assigned to reply to the following issue:

Constituent: Jacobson, Jared

Constituent Address:
Jared Jacobson
972 W Fox Hollow Dr
North Salt Lake UT 84054

Constituent Email: jared.jacobson@gmail. com
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Mobiles:

Home #:

Office ft (801) 294-5453

Subject: Public Service Commission

Request (Closed): Subject: Rocky Mountain Power net metering tariff Governor Herbert, Today, Friday, 26 November
2016, as a current photovoltaic net metering customer, we received a letter from Rocky Mountain Power informing us of
the proposed rate change for future net metering customers. It tells us that the proposed change "will be subject to the
Utah Public Service Commission's public processes. " The letter is dated three days before the end of the public
comment period, but arrived four days after the end of the comment penod. This is ridiculous, and smacks of gaming the
system. It looks like Rocky Mountain Power is trying to prevent public comment on the proposed change by interested
individuals. The 488-page proposal was submitted November 9th. The comment period went through November 21st,
giving the people of the state of Utah less than two weeks to read their massive report and respond to it. Then they
inform interested parties in a way that ensures that their comments will not be received within the allocated comment
period. This history shows no attempt at and no interest in giving the people of this state the ability to review their
proposal. Given that the company is a monopoly in those areas where the company provides power, and given that we,
the people of Utah, will bear the costs of their proposal if it is enacted, the review and comment period should be
extended. Thank you, Jared and Kim Jacobson 972 W. Fox Hollow Dr. North Salt Lake, Utah 84054

Thank you.

Constituent Services.

constituentservices@utah. gov <constituentservices@utah. gov>
To: gwiderburg@utah. gov

November 28, 2016

Wall, Tiffeni

You have been assigned to reply to the following issue:

Constituent: Romney, Phil

Constituent Address:
Phil Romney
2083 W. Plum Harvest Way
South Jordan UT 84095

Constituent Email: philromney@msn. com

Mobile ft

Home #:

Office #:

Man, Nov 28, 2016 at 2:41 PM

Subject: Public Service Commission

Request (Closed): Subject: Rocky Mountain Power Attempt to Increase Rates for Rooftop Solar Customers Following is
the text of an email that I sent to the Public Service Commission this afternoon. I'm writing to voice my opposition to
Rocky Mountain Power's (RMP) recent filing of Advice No. 16-13 to change the rooftop solar rate structure effective next
month. My concerns are several, among which are the following: . The timing and fast track nature of RMP's request are
suspect. Important changes such as this should be subject to thorough scrutiny and should allow ample opportunity for
public input. Any action that attempts to circumvent the normal rate-making process, as RMP's proposal does, should
be soundly rejected by the Commission. . RMP's proposal fails to adequately consider the many benefits of rooftop
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solar, among which are: reducing the need to build expensive new generation capacity and transmission Infrastructure
and reducing the environmental, public health and economic impacts of fossil fuel consumption. . RMP's proposed rate
increase will destabilize the burgeoning solar industry in Utah, resulting in the loss of thousands of jobs and economic
loss to the state. In order from homeowners to be willing to make the significant investment in rooftop solar, there needs
to be some predictability regarding future rates. I speak from personal experience. I have been investigating an
investment in rooftop solar for the last three months and was very close to making the decision to invest when I teamed
of RMP's proposal. Now I'm seriously reconsidering my decision because I have no confidence in what future power
rates will be and, thus, what the payback period will be. I can imagine that many others are having similar reservations.
If approved, RMP's rate increases will effectively eliminate future investments in rooftop solar and significantly harm
Utah's rapidly growing solar industry. I respectfully urge the Commission to reject RMP's current rate change request.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input and for considering my request and similar requests of other interested
and concerned citizens. Respectfully, Phil Romney South Jordan, UT philromney@msn. com 425-941-6058

Thank you.

Constituent Services.
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November 26, 2016 

Utah Public Services Commission 
Heber M. Wells Building  
160 East 300 South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 

Re.: Docket 16-035-T14 

Commissioners: 

I am submitting this letter for the benefit of citizens who read the comments posted in this docket, for they 
deserve to know “the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth” about Rocky Mountain Power’s proposal. 
Below are my own solar data, compiled after 5 years since installation, that show why RMP’s claims against 
rooftop solar are completely bogus. 

This pie chart shows the average number of kilowatt hours than my solar array produces per day. What happens 
with those kWh? How are they used? 

As you can see, when the sun is shining during the day, less than 1/3 of those solar kWh power my home, and 
more than 2/3 go into Rocky Mountain Power’s grid: 



Page �  of �2 6

Of course, at night, when the sun isn’t shining, I have to pull power back out of the grid to power my home. 
Notice, however, that those utility kWh are fewer than the solar kWh that I put into the grid during the day: 

RMP claims that solar customers are selling our excess solar kWh to the utility at the full rate. Their use of that 
term is purposely misleading. In truth, we are not “selling” anything! The only transaction that occurs is that we 
are trading straight across our clean, renewable, non-polluting solar kWh generated in the day… 

…for their dirty, non-renewable, polluting kWh generated by burning coal and natural gas at night: 
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Think about it: who is getting the better deal in that one-for-one swap? Are dirty, polluting, fossil fuel 
generated kWh worth more than clean, non-polluting, solar generated kWh? 

But there’s even more to the story than that. What does RMP do with my 23.02 solar kWh in the day that I 
swap for its 23.02 dirty kWh at night? They sell them, at the full rate, to my nearest neighbors. According to 
statements by RMP to the Deseret News, these are the categories and corresponding prices that the utility 
charges those neighbors for my solar kWh: 

Consequently, the infrastructure costs for RMP’s dirty kWh traded straight across at night are fully paid for! 
Solar customers are not “freeloaders”: 

You can therefore see that RMP’s claim that solar homeowners are not paying their “fair share” of infrastructure 
costs is bogus. Just like all other customers, solar homeowners pay for as much infrastructure as we actually 
use, if not in dollars, certainly in traded kWh —which the utility sells for dollars at the full rate. 

http://www.deseretnews.com/article/865594434/Are-rate-changes-needed-for-customers-who-generate-their-own-power.html?pg=all
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Yet there is another detail about these clean-for-dirty kWh swaps that RMP always conveniently forgets to 
mention. Specifically, what about the excess solar kWh that are even greater than what I trade with the utility at 
night? What does RMP do with those extra kWh? 

The answer is: at the end of March every year, RMP confiscates those kWh, zeroes out the tally, and then 
likewise sells them to my nearest neighbors at the full rate —even though RMP hasn’t burned one lump of 
coal, generated one kWh, or used one high voltage line for the sale. 

To date, I have therefore “donated” to RMP over 6,226 kWh of clean, renewable, non-polluting electricity. At 
the current rate of 11.89¢ per kWh, that’s more than $740 in pure profit that the utility has pocketed. Yet RMP 
now wants to charge me a penalty fee for making that $740 “donation”! Moreover, I have also saved our planet 
from 125,888 pounds of dirty, polluting greenhouse gases that RMP would have otherwise emitted into our 
atmosphere! 

http://www.eia.gov/electricity/monthly/epm_table_grapher.cfm?t=epmt_5_6_a
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This begs the question: since whatever infrastructure I use is fully paid for, and the utility even makes pure 
profit off my excess solar kWh, why would RMP be pushing an agenda to make me pay a monthly penalty fee? 

The simple answer: if customers install solar panels to generate their own electricity, the utility will earn fewer 
profits. In my case, my solar array reduces RMP’s profits by $1.05 per day, hence they want to ameliorate that 
loss by making me pay an extra fine. 

Obviously, the ultimate goal of imposing such penalty surcharges is to discourage other customers from 
investing in rooftop solar, and thus slow down the transition away from fossil fuels to clean, renewable sources 
of energy so that RMP’s profits will continue to grow in the future. 
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Making more and more money by doing “business as usual” evidently matters much more to RMP than the 
harm its dirty pollution is wreaking. It is unconscionable that such greed for mammon would take precedent 
over our air quality, our environment, our climate, our planet, our health, our children and grandchildren. 

I implore the PSC to reject this nefarious proposal. As representatives of the people of Utah, the Commission 
should be doing everything possible to encourage citizens to invest in renewable energy —not penalize their 
efforts to placate an energy monopoly! 

Most earnestly, 

Mark D Larsen 
672 Cholla Court 
Ivins, Utah 84738
































































