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 6 
Jerry Fenn: [0:00] I’ve been on this Commission now for 20 months and we’ve had 7 

several dockets. We had thousands of public comments in another case 8 
involving Rocky Mountain Power that we concluded several months 9 
ago. It’s really important for us to have public input. We’ve also 10 
expanded our own efforts in reaching out to the public and I’m gonna 11 
talk about that. But we’ll now go on the record. This is the public 12 
hearing scheduled in Docket Number 25-035-06 in the matter of the 13 
application of Rocky Mountain Power to implement a community clean 14 
energy program authorized by the Community Clean Energy Act which 15 
was passed in 2019. We’re going to give you an opportunity to 16 
participate and I wanna say with respect to how we’re going to go about 17 
doing this, we’ve had a number of hearings in this room in the past. 18 
We’ve also felt strongly to – when we have issues that involve citizens 19 
of the state Utah statewide, we’ve expanded our hearings out. We’ve 20 
held hearings in other dockets in Cedar City and in St. George and out in 21 
Uinta Basin and we intended to do that in the future because it’s 22 
important for us to not just have a Wasatch Front orientation but 23 
statewide in our role as regulators. My name is Jerry Fenn. I’m the Chair 24 
of the Utah Public Service Commission. Seated to my right and your left 25 
is Commissioner David Clark and to my left and your right is 26 
Commissioner John Harvey.  27 

 28 
 I’m gonna only ask – just for you to have an understanding, this is – 29 

really, the Public Service Commission by statute is a judicial or quasi-30 
judicial body and so I’m gonna ask you to conduct yourself here like you 31 
would if you were in a courtroom, that we don’t have any outbursts, that 32 
you don’t applaud or boo – especially boo – those who participate. I 33 
wanna say this. I know that these are issues that people feel very 34 
strongly about. Environmental quality of all sorts, renewable energy, 35 
clean energy, are issues that people – it’s visceral with them. They feel 36 
very strongly about it. We wanna hear what you have to say and so 37 
we’re gonna turn the time over to you to come to the stand and make 38 
your comments. We’re going to first hear from those who signed up and 39 
are here in person. And so far, there – I have a list. There should be 40 
another list circulating and we’ll bring it up. I have only 9 names on this 41 
list. There may be others that will be circulated. And then for those who 42 
are online, we’ll allow you to make comments as well. Please keep it as 43 
brief as you can. I also would say if you think that somebody else has 44 
represented your viewpoint adequately, you can just say I join in the 45 
comments of Mr. So-and-So or Ms. So-and-So. And I think that would 46 
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be helpful. Now, as an accommodation to her schedule, I think – and I 1 
understand she’s also under the weather, was originally gonna appear in 2 
person, but we have Mayor Erin Mendenhall who is online and we’re 3 
gonna actually ask her if she would make her comments first. Mayor 4 
Mendenhall, thank you for joining us and... 5 

 6 
Erin Mendenhall: [3:47] [Inaudible 3:47]. 7 
 8 
Jerry Fenn: [3:49] ...we’ll turn the time over to you. 9 
 10 
Erin Mendenhall: [3:52] Thank you, Mr. Chair. [3:53] Can you hear me okay? 11 
 12 
Jerry Fenn: [3:55] Yes. You might speak up just a little louder. It is somewhat 13 

muffled. 14 
 15 
Erin Mendenhall: [3:59] Yeah. Happy to. Is this... 16 
 17 
Jerry Fenn: [4:01] That’s better. 18 
 19 
Erin Mendenhall: [4:01] ...okay? 20 
 21 
Jerry Fenn: [4:02] Yes. That’s fine. 22 
 23 
Erin Mendenhall: [4:03] Okay. I think my voice isn’t helping this evening. I apologize I’m 24 

not there in person. I’ve been looking forward to this opportunity 25 
literally for years. Salt Lake City has a long-standing commitment to 26 
clean energy and reducing pollution. Back in 2016, I was on the Council 27 
and we adopted a resolution to reach 50 percent renewable energy for 28 
our municipal operations by 2020, 100 percent renewable community-29 
wide by 2032, and an 80 percent reduction ambition in community 30 
carbon emission by 2040. And then we later advanced our community-31 
wide goal to net 100 percent renewable electricity by 2030, 2 years 32 
earlier than we had before. Utah Renewable Communities, URC, is 33 
absolutely critical to the success of these goals and it’s a cornerstone 34 
initiative that enabled additional measures such as electrifying our 35 
vehicles and our buildings. Without a cleaner grid, we simply cannot 36 
reach our goals in these other important sectors. Because Salt Lake City 37 
does not have its own municipal utility and our residents and businesses 38 
are served by RMP, we have little direct control over the electricity mix 39 
that we receive. This fact was recognized by RMP and community 40 
leaders when they worked together with the State Legislature to pass 41 
HB411 during the 2019 General Session creating a unique path forward, 42 
even in this nation, for Rocky Mountain Power communities in Utah to 43 
accelerate the adoption of clean energy in the state and give our 44 
customers a choice over the source of electricity they consume. 45 

 46 
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 Nineteen communities, as you know, with similar clean-energy goals to 1 
Salt Lake City have worked in harmony for nearly 5 years with Rocky 2 
Mountain Power to bring the program to this night, to this critical 3 
milestone. And honestly, we couldn’t be more excited. The approach 4 
that we have embraced is truly unique in the energy sector across the 5 
United States. A lot of us refer to it as the Utah way because we’ve 6 
worked together as lawmakers, regulators, and citizens working in 7 
collaboration with the Utility to deliver the type of energy that our 8 
communities want. We all know we need more energy in this state and 9 
that’s what URC program aims to do, bring a significant amount of 10 
energy into the grid, up to 300 MW in this first round of development. 11 
This goal also supports Governor Cox’s Operation Gigawatt initiative, 12 
which is a top priority for the state. Such investments could even extend 13 
the benefits of URC beyond the 19 participating communities with the 14 
potential to create much-needed tax benefits and jobs throughout the 15 
state including in rural areas. We also know that renewable energy is the 16 
lowest-cost and fastest resource to build and to maintain, and we want to 17 
support RMP in bring the most affordable energy sources to their 18 
customers in our community. After RMP abandoned their own all-19 
source RFP for renewable resources in recent years and due to recent 20 
changes in federal law and policies, URC’s resource solicitation is 21 
perhaps the only remaining option for tax-advantaged treatment in RMP 22 
system for the foreseeable future. 23 

 24 
 All of the developers on our short list of bidders indicate that they can 25 

meet the required deadlines and policy requirements for these incentives 26 
and they are ready to move ahead. Of course, affordability hinges on 27 
more than the proposed prices of our program resources. We also need 28 
to ensure that the program details are workable and that URC’s new 29 
resources are valued fairly by Rocky Mountain Power so that we can 30 
jointly and successfully launch this program. Today we are asking the 31 
Public Service Commission to help keep the program on track by 32 
approving a program with initial program rates based on a reasonable 33 
assessment of program costs and benefits to achieve a successful 34 
outcome for all parties. Thank you so very much for giving us this 35 
consideration tonight and we hope that the energy needs of Utah 36 
customers fairly considers the value of the URC program bringing all of 37 
this to the grid to make our program both workable and affordable for 38 
our communities. Thank you so much for the time tonight. 39 

 40 
Jerry Fenn: [8:49] Thank you very much, Mayor Mendenhall. Thank you for 41 

appearing before us this evening. Okay. We’ll turn to the list and we’re 42 
gonna take it in the order that we have here. We first have Emily 43 
Quinton – if I mispronounce a name, when you come up you can 44 
pronounce your name correctly – who is here from Summit County. 45 
Emily, welcome. Thank you. 46 
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 1 
Emily Quinton: [9:14] Thank you so much, Commissioners. I’ve been here all day and 2 

I’m super appreciative of your time and attention. My name is Emily 3 
Quinton. I serve as the sustainability director for Summit County. 4 
Summit County has been committed to driving the availability of and 5 
investment in clean energy for over a decade, from installing solar on 6 
our own facilities to enabling lower-cost rooftop solar for our residents 7 
through a bulk-purchase program to being part of the Elektron Solar 8 
Project along with 5 other commercial customers and as a key 9 
stakeholder in the passage of HB411. We see the transition to a clean-10 
energy future as key to protecting the health of the environment, our 11 
community, and communities throughout Utah. What I wanna focus on 12 
in my comment really is the collaboration that’s brought us to this point. 13 
We joined the agency as an anchor community in 2021 and leadership 14 
has supported me in serving as secretary to the Board. Serving as 15 
secretary has been an honor. I get to witness and be part of something 16 
special. Nineteen communities collaborating together sounds like a 17 
daunting task but it has not been. It’s been inspiring and impressive to 18 
see elected officials from all 19 communities step up at different times to 19 
ensure that we function, and I believe thrive, as an interlocal 20 
cooperative. Whether that is making sure all 19 communities get a 21 
document signed, figuring out who will do the unglamorous work of 22 
running public meetings, managing a budget, sending out newsletters, 23 
and posting meeting materials, our members have effectively and 24 
efficiently collaborated together over the past 4+ years.  25 

 26 
 And this strong collaboration between the cities and counties has made it 27 

possible for us to work as a single entity with RMP without whose 28 
partnership, of course, we would not be here today. As you consider 29 
approving our program application, which I hope you do, I want to 30 
reflect on and acknowledge the partnership that has brought us to this 31 
point. I’m privileged to be here as a representative of Summit County 32 
and I can confidently say that this is the most impressive collaboration 33 
that I have ever been a part of and I have no doubt about the success of 34 
the program because of this. I ask that the Public Service Commission 35 
approve the program in a way that is fair and affordable so that we can 36 
do our part to support a clean-energy future for Utah. Thank you. 37 

 38 
Jerry Fenn: [11:24] Thank you very much, Ms. Quinton. Thank you for that. We’ll 39 

turn to Megan McKenna, I think who also may be a representative of 40 
Summit County. [11:34] Is that correct? 41 

 42 
Female: [11:35] That’s correct. 43 
 44 
Megan McKenna: [11:39] Good evening, Commissioners, and thank you for this 45 

opportunity to speak tonight. My name is Megan McKenna. I am the 46 



Page 5 of 37 

newest elected Summit County councilor. I was elected last year and so I 1 
have that perspective to bring to you tonight as someone who 2 
campaigned recently. And I’ll focus my comments on the overwhelming 3 
community support for this program. And I’ll back up just a little bit 4 
there. Really, the reason why I ran, my background is in education. I 5 
grew up in Summit County and fell in love with the outdoors and our 6 
environment. And actually, an environmental science teacher that I had 7 
in high school inspired me to be a teacher and to come back and to teach 8 
in my own high school. It was really a dream job when I became an 9 
environmental science teacher. I taught AP environmental science, all 6 10 
sections, my last couple of years teaching at the high school. And really 11 
it’s my former students that were my motivation to run for Summit 12 
County Council. Teaching is a hard job, as I’m sure you can imagine, 13 
but the hardest part for me was being the adult in the classroom and 14 
feeling like we weren’t doing enough for our young people and for 15 
future generations. And so when I – this was not something that I ever 16 
saw myself doing or taking on this role but really I see it as an 17 
opportunity to advocate for my students and for future generations to 18 
have the same opportunities I had growing up in Summit County. 19 

 20 
 [13:29] I support Mayor Mendenhall’s and Emily Quinton’s comments 21 

before me – I won’t repeat those – and just say that in my campaign last 22 
year, I heard over and over again what can we do? [13:42] What can we 23 
do locally? [13:44] How can we better support and be better stewards of 24 
our land here in Summit County? And this program is an excellent 25 
opportunity for us to have some local support and control and allow 26 
people the option to opt out if it’s not something that they’re interested 27 
in. I think choice is something that our constituents really value but also 28 
being able to participate in something that we can all feel good about in 29 
supporting renewable energy and clean energy so that future generations 30 
can enjoy what we all enjoy in Utah. Thank you so much for your time 31 
tonight. I appreciate it. 32 

 33 
Jerry Fenn: [14:31] Thank you, Councilor McKenna. [14:32] Are there other 34 

councilors here from Summit County with you? 35 
 36 
Megan McKenna: [14:37] One more. Or 2 more actually. 37 
 38 
Jerry Fenn: [14:40] How about my good friend. Chris Robinson is here. Thank you, 39 

Chris, for bein’ here. 40 
 41 
Chris Robinson: [14:44] I’m gonna say a piece or two. Be very short though, Mr. Chair. 42 
 43 
Jerry Fenn: [14:48] Okay. Well, say it right now if you want. I’m gonna give you 44 

that accommodation. I’m gonna do that ‘cause I’ve known him for 40 45 
years. When we were both kids. 46 
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 1 
Chris Robinson: [15:03] I still am if you haven’t noticed. 2 
 3 
Jerry Fenn: [15:05] Ah. Okay. 4 
 5 
Chris Robinson: [15:07] At least in... 6 
 7 
Jerry Fenn: [15:08] All right.  8 
 9 
Chris Robinson: [15:09] ...comportment. 10 
 11 
Jerry Fenn: [15:10] Yes. You look very good. 12 
 13 
Chris Robinson: [15:12] It’s an honor to be here. I hear you’ve been here all day and I 14 

thought you might be fatigued from more testimony. I wanna concur 15 
with Mayor Mendenhall’s great summary. Summit County was at the 16 
table in 2019 when House Bill 411 was passed. We had a hand in its 17 
passage. We’ve worked consistently as an anchor community from day 18 
one in 2021 and the collaborative effort has been astounding. The ability 19 
for our being one of the 19 communities for our citizens to have this 20 
opportunity – and they can opt out if they don’t like it – to get clean 21 
energy is huge. It will allow us to achieve our goals as a community, that 22 
have been widely supported, of tryin’ to reduce our impact on the 23 
climate, on greenhouse gas emissions. It’s very widely desired and I 24 
would encourage you to support this as best ya can. Thanks very much 25 
and happy holiday to ya. It’s good to see you... 26 

 27 
Jerry Fenn: [16:17] Thanks. 28 
 29 
Chris Robinson: [16:18] ...Mr. Chair. 30 
 31 
Jerry Fenn: [16:18] Thank you. It’s good to see you. Thank you. We’ll turn to – 32 

okay, I’m gonna mess this up I’m sure – Joan... 33 
 34 
Joan Entwistle: [16:28] Entwistle. 35 
 36 
Jerry Fenn: [16:28] ... Entwistle? 37 
 38 
Joan Entwistle: [16:29] Yes. 39 
 40 
Jerry Fenn: [16:30] Was I pretty close? 41 
 42 
Joan Entwistle: [16:31] Yes. 43 
 44 
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Jerry Fenn: [16:31] Oh. Well, thank you very much. That’s good. All right. Ms. 1 
Entwistle, come on up. Thank you. And you’re here representing 2 
yourself it indicates. 3 

 4 
Joan Entwistle: [16:41] Yes. Myself. I also happen to live in Summit County and I’m a 5 

customer of Rocky Mountain Power. And I thank you for the 6 
opportunity to speak today. When I retired and moved to Utah in 2019, I 7 
was very excited to learn that I could be in a program to get net-zero 8 
renewable energy by 2030. I love the beautiful outdoors, nature, and 9 
Nordic skiing, which needs natural snow, so I’m very concerned about 10 
climate change and how climate disasters are occurring in so many 11 
places that I visited and lived in. Now I will finally get to enroll in this 12 
program. I am happy to pay a few dollars for clean energy every month 13 
but the Commission must ensure that the program charges are fair and 14 
reasonable for all participants. Of the several issues that I have heard 15 
raised, charging participants for lost RECs defies logic. I have been 16 
following the PacifiCorp IRP and Rocky Mountain Power’s plans, or 17 
lack thereof, for reducing climate emissions for the last few years. I was 18 
dismayed when RMP canceled the RFPs for renewable resources in the 19 
2023 IRP. I was further dismayed that the company made excuses for 20 
not investing in projects to take advantage of the federal tax credits 21 
before they expired. The URC program is currently the only plan to add 22 
renewable resources to the RMP grid. When I owned a home prior to 23 
living in Utah, I installed my own electric heat pump heating and I 24 
retired my RECs that I could have qualified rather than taking the money 25 
‘cause I wanted to truly reduce the climate emissions.  26 

 27 
 I do not see any rationale for paying RMP for lost RECs for resources 28 

that RMP is not planning to build, resources that I and the other 29 
participants will be paying for. Please reject charging for lost RECs and 30 
other costs that are being set unnecessarily high so that this program can 31 
stay affordable for all the people who have signed up for it. Thank you. 32 

 33 
Jerry Fenn: [18:45] Thank you very much, Ms. Entwistle. That’s appreciated. We’ll 34 

turn next to Paul Zuckerman who’s also representing himself. Mr. 35 
Zuckerman, welcome. Come on up. 36 

 37 
Paul Zuckerman: [19:03] Good evening. Thank you for this time. I live in Salt Lake City 38 

up in the Avenues. I live in a house that is actually my wife’s house. She 39 
grew up there. 40 

 41 
Jerry Fenn: [19:16] I do the same. I live in the house my wife grew up in too. 42 
 43 
Paul Zuckerman: [19:19] Yeah. I’m just the caretaker. I do all the construction and 44 

remodeling and she pays me in human kindness. I like the house because 45 
I’m 70 years old now but the house is always getting older than I am and 46 
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it gives me a youthful feeling. I’ve supported Rocky Mountain Power 1 
for many years now through the Blue Sky program and then I joined the 2 
Subscriber Solar. Two years ago, I decided to put solar panels on my 3 
house. Of course, being a historic house and being as old as it is, I was 4 
very careful about considering solar panels on the roof. But fortunately 5 
we had built a modern garage and we were able to put 10 panels on 6 
there. It came to many thousands of dollars. I will never recoup that cost 7 
and I was fine with that. I am doing it because I want to make – I wanna 8 
do my small part to make the city a little easier to breathe in. I’m a little 9 
discouraged. Many a morning I walk out – my brother lives in Jackson 10 
Hole and when I’m up there, the air smells of pine. When I walk out my 11 
door, it smells oily, toxic. I’ve forgotten what good air smells like and 12 
that’s a bad place to be when you start to become numb to that. I hope 13 
that you’ll support this program. I’m buoyed by the fact that 19 14 
communities have gathered together to do this. That tells me something 15 
and I think we’re going in the right direction. We hope that you’ll 16 
further support this program and keep it going. Thank you. 17 

 18 
Jerry Fenn: [21:00] Thank you very much, Mr. Zuckerman. Next we’ll hear from 19 

Lisa Yoder, also here speaking on her own behalf. Welcome. Thank you. 20 
 21 
Lisa Yoder: [21:20] Hello, Commissioners. Thank you for taking public comment. I 22 

am speaking on my own behalf but I was formerly with Summit County 23 
as a sustainability manager and involved with these talks with Rocky 24 
Mountain Power before the 2019 HB411 passed. We were at the table, 25 
Councilman Robinson and Councilman Armstrong, with Rocky 26 
Mountain Power for years before we got to the point of putting together 27 
a program that would work for Rocky Mountain Power and provide the 28 
important resources to the communities that we were looking for. To me, 29 
it’s really impressive that these 19 communities have committed their 30 
energy, their time, their resources over this many years to get this 31 
important program up and running. I urge you to support the program 32 
and approve it. And concur with all of the comments made by Mayor 33 
Mendenhall, Council Members McKenna and Robinson, and Emily 34 
Quinton, and actually everybody that’s gone before me. Thank you and 35 
happy holidays. 36 

 37 
Jerry Fenn: [22:25] Thank you very much, Ms. Yoder. [22:29] I’m gonna take one 38 

second and ask – Li, would you come up here just a second, please? 39 
Xian Li is one of our technical consultants. I probably caused her to be 40 
just totally shocked here. I’m tryin’ to take notes and I’m – my iPad 41 
doesn’t warn me it’s about to run outta battery, which it is. It’s very 42 
close. I think I know our next speaker. I don’t see him yet, but David 43 
Garbett. [23:23] This is David – younger David Garbett, correct? I think 44 
I know your father if it’s the same... 45 

 46 
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David Garbett: [23:29] [Bryson 23:29]. 1 
 2 
Jerry Fenn: [23:30] Brys-, yeah. Bryson. But I’ve met you before too. [23:36] Didn’t 3 

you run for a office [inaudible 23:39]? 4 
 5 
David Garbett: [23:39] I did. For Salt Lake City mayor and... 6 
 7 
Jerry Fenn: [23:40] Salt Lake City? Yeah. 8 
 9 
David Garbett: [23:41] ...talked about this issue. 10 
 11 
Jerry Fenn: [23:43] Yes. I’ve met you before. Welcome. It’s nice to have you with 12 

us. And I know... 13 
 14 
David Garbett: [23:46] Thank you. 15 
 16 
Jerry Fenn: [23:46] ...your father. 17 
 18 
David Garbett: [23:47] Good to be here. I’m actually now a resident of South Salt Lake 19 

hoping that one day my community can participate in this program as 20 
well. You mentioned I ran for mayor. I’ve been out talking to residents 21 
of Utah for years about this program. I’ve literally had hundreds of 22 
conversations with people both in participating communities and in 23 
communities not participating. People are anxious for this and excited 24 
about it for a few different reasons. And in particular, I’d just like to 25 
raise – the Public Service Commission, my understanding is you exist to 26 
help address the fact that we don’t have a functioning market for 27 
electricity. [24:25] What are hallmarks of a functioning market? Choice 28 
and downward pressure on prices. This Community Renewable Energy 29 
program as envisioned by the 19 communities provides both of those. As 30 
you’ve heard from people today, and as I mentioned, we’ve heard so 31 
many in Utah are ready for choice. Choice about where their electricity 32 
comes from, a choice to actually make a difference on air pollution, and 33 
a choice to address carbon emissions. And second, we know that if they 34 
bring this power online, in particular in light of the integrated resource 35 
plan that Rocky Mountain Power issued before showing that most of 36 
their coal-fired power plants, we replace them with clean energy today 37 
would lower prices. We know that when this electricity comes online, it 38 
will provide a downward pressure on prices. Not just for participating 39 
communities but for the grid as a whole.  40 

 41 
 For that reason, I urge you to adopt this program as proposed by the 42 

communities participating in this because we hope one day that we can 43 
expand this so that more people here in Utah can participate in this 44 
program. Thank you for your time. 45 

 46 



Page 10 of 37 

Jerry Fenn: [25:31] Thank you. It’s nice to have you with us. I’m looking around for 1 
Dr. Mitchell. Logan Mitchell. He’s here on his own behalf but also as a 2 
representative of Utah Clean Energy and has appeared before us in a 3 
number of proceeding in the past. It’s good to have you with us, Dr. 4 
Mitchell. 5 

 6 
Logan Mitchell: [25:51] Good to be here. Thank you for having this public input process. 7 

I just want to be very brief. I wasn’t sure how many people were gonna 8 
sign up and I thought I would come and just say hello and say thank you 9 
for the hearing. And I wanted to be brief because I know there was 10 
testimony all day. We’re gonna go into tomorrow. And I know that 11 
you’ve been working with a lot of the parties on these issues. I just want 12 
to say as speaking for myself, I support Mayor Mendenhall’s comments. 13 
And I’ll actually just end there ‘cause there’s a lot more people to hear 14 
from and so I want to make sure all these voices are heard. Thank you. 15 
Happy holidays. 16 

 17 
Jerry Fenn: [26:30] Thank you, Dr. Mitchell. And we’ve had opportunities to hear 18 

from you as a witness in the past so I think we have a pretty good sense 19 
of how you feel about clean energy so you didn’t need to give us your 20 
speech. I think we know. But appreciate it very much. [26:49] Is it 21 
Kathryn – is it Kair? 22 

 23 
Kathryn Kair: [26:52] Yes. 24 
 25 
Jerry Fenn: [26:53] I’m doin’ well so far. Thank you. Come on up, Ms. Kair. 26 

Welcome. 27 
 28 
Kathryn Kair: [27:04] Good evening, Commissioners. My name is Kathryn Kair. I’m a 29 

resident of Sandy, Utah. I am a mother of 2 and my sister helps me take 30 
care of my special-needs daughter. My sister is 69 years old and suffers 31 
from asthma and multiple health conditions. My daughter with Down 32 
syndrome has been hospitalized 3 times with pneumonia for a week at a 33 
time. As a homeowner and an avid outdoor enthusiast, I’m concerned 34 
about the unhealthy air in Utah. And half a my friends that I bicycle with 35 
end up canceling because they say the air quality index is too high. 36 
Sometimes we don’t get to do as much as we wanna do because a the 37 
air. I’m here to ask you guys in the Public Service Commission to 38 
approve the Utah Renewable Communities program application that 39 
Utah residents have already said they’re willing to pay for clean energy. 40 
Weber State University did a survey and asked the majority of Ogden 41 
residents were they willing to pay up to like 9 percent more for 42 
renewable energy, and they were. And so we know that there’s a lot of 43 
people that are willing to pay a little bit more on the outset. My 44 
understanding is that paying more on the outset will likely lead to paying 45 
less as time goes on. I know Rocky Mountain Power keeps raising their 46 
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rates for various reasons and hopefully people in this program will be 1 
sheltered from those regular rate hikes.  2 

 3 
 The program seems to be affordable, will reduce harmful air pollution, 4 

protect public health by increasing access to clean energy, and that’s 5 
particularly important for some a the worst of our communities. And I 6 
wanted to point out that there’s on average about 25 deaths from asthma 7 
every year in Utah and that’s 25 too many. Think about if that was your 8 
child or your wife or your parents. Thank you. 9 

 10 
Jerry Fenn: [29:23] Thank you very much. Sobering thoughts, Ms. Kair. I’m gonna 11 

see if someone from the office or perhaps Gary has a list of additional 12 
folks but the last one I have on my list right now is Danielle Knight. 13 
Thank you. [29:46] If you want to participate and you haven’t signed the 14 
list – do we have others out there circulating, Gary? [29:54] What’s that? 15 

 16 
Male: [29:54] That’s everyone. 17 
 18 
Jerry Fenn: [29:56] Okay. [29:57] Anybody else wanna sign it that has not? Okay. 19 

All right. And then we’re gonna go to the folks on the phone. I have 20 
another – well, I don’t know how many – 15. But let’s go to Ms. Knight.  21 

 22 
Danielle Knight: [30:11] Hello. Yes. Hello, Commissioners. 23 
 24 
Jerry Fenn: [30:11] Thank you. Sorry to make you stand up there and wait for just a 25 

minute. 26 
 27 
Danielle Knight: [30:14] No, that’s okay. My name is Danielle and I am here today as a 28 

Utah resident, a mother, and also someone who cares deeply about the 29 
health of our communities. I recently began volunteering with the Sierra 30 
Club primarily because of the air quality here in Utah. It is absolutely 31 
devastating to me to walk out of my house every day. I live in Millcreek 32 
area so I have a perfect view of the Oquirrh Mountains and you can see 33 
very clearly the layer of smog and pollution that we are all breathing in 34 
all the time. I live in Utah because of the beauty, the mountains, and the 35 
outdoor lifestyle. I was raised in Summit County and was raised with a 36 
deep love of nature and our community. Moving down to Salt Lake 37 
when I began attending the University of Utah was a shock to begin 38 
experiencing the intense level of pollutants that we are all breathing in. 39 
And that has just continued to get worse. I don’t know how many people 40 
have noticed that now even in the summertime there is a very clear line 41 
that we can see of pollutants. And we are all breathing that in. I am a 42 
mother of a young daughter and as a parent, it’s deeply concerning to 43 
witness during the inversions the way in which her breathing will 44 
become labored, she will have scratching in her throat. She will 45 
experience all kinds of different symptoms as a result of the air quality 46 
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being a sensitive party. And I know that it’s not good for all us, not just 1 
my young child.  2 

 3 
 It is deeply concerning to know that Utah consistently ranks among the 4 

states with the worst air quality in the nation. Particularly along the 5 
Wasatch Front. And according to national health data, our region 6 
regularly experiences dangerous PM 2.5 pollution levels which are 7 
linked to asthma attacks, respiratory illness, heart disease, and 8 
developmental impacts in children. In Utah about 1 in 9 children has 9 
asthma and poor air quality is known as a trigger for asthma. Not only 10 
asthma but asthma attacks and hospitalizations. Studies also show that 11 
long-term exposure to fine-particulate pollution increases the risk of 12 
premature death, even at levels many of us experience every single 13 
winter here during the inversion season. This really isn’t an abstract 14 
issue in any way. It affects families like mine every day, it affects 15 
whether children can safely play outside – many days schools will have 16 
days where they won’t send their children outside because of the air – 17 
and whether parents feel comfortable sending their kids to school on 18 
inversion days, whether our loved ones with asthma, heart conditions, or 19 
compromised immune systems can breathe safely. I am here today to ask 20 
you to please approve the Utah Renewable Communities program. Utah 21 
residents have already made it very clear that they are willing to support 22 
clean energy when given the choice. Surveys show that the majority of 23 
residents are willing to pay this small additional monthly cost, like many 24 
others have discussed tonight.  25 

 26 
 This program is affordable, it’s practical, and it increases access to 27 

renewable energy while reducing harmful pollution. I ask you to move 28 
this program forward not just for statistics or policy goals but for the real 29 
people who call Utah home and have their entire lives, as I have. Thank 30 
you for hearing my thoughts.  31 

 32 
Jerry Fenn: [33:17] Thank you very much, Ms. Knight. 33 
 34 
Danielle Knight: [33:19] Thank you. 35 
 36 
Jerry Fenn: [33:20] Appreciate it. Let’s turn to Jane Carlston Myers. Ms. Myers, 37 

welcome. Thank you for appearing. 38 
 39 
Jane Myers: [33:47] Thank you. Good evening, Commissioners. I am Jane Myers 40 

from West Jordan, Utah. I’ve been a teacher for – I was a teacher for 26 41 
years with the Granite School District and the University of Utah for 31 42 
years. I have lived here all of my life. And I didn’t make a lot money. As 43 
you know, teachers don’t do as well in Utah. And I had a person-, my 44 
husband and I felt such a great need to put solar panels on our house 8 45 
years ago that we did it. Even though it was kind of hard at the time, we 46 
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felt it was necessary and so we have saved up again until this year and 1 
we put in 11 more. And we put in a backup battery. I’m not here because 2 
I’m trying to lower my cost ‘cause we don’t pay a lot. But we did that 3 
because we wanted clean air. And it is not only cleaner, it’s a lower cost. 4 
Renewables are $34 to $35 per MWh to produce where coal is 71. That 5 
doesn’t make sense to me that you also have a requirement that the 6 
lowest total cost consistent with the [inaudible 35:16] public interest in 7 
your requirements, that coal is an option even. And I’m hoping that now 8 
that we have a more open council that West Jordan will move onto that 9 
group of 19 groups as well.  10 

 11 
 This is also a missed opportunity for jobs. High renewable pathways on 12 

the east side would generate 20,000 more jobs and current energy 13 
investments in Utah and Wyoming according to the Current Energy 14 
Group March 2025. And diverse portfolios reduce cost and reduce risks 15 
to reliability. We’ve all seen this in Ukraine. Because they have a 16 
concentrated energy system, they are more at risk not only for national 17 
security but also for reliability. When it’s spread over the whole state, 18 
it’s more reliable. There is also example – they just had an article last 19 
week about discovering rare earth minerals in Provo. Well, those are 20 
what we need to build solar panels. That’s not an excuse anymore. We 21 
should be able to go toward clean energy and solar panels and I urge that 22 
you keep this program going. And I hope that West Jordan will join. 23 
Thank you. 24 

 25 
Jerry Fenn: [36:54] Thank you very much, Ms. Myers. I’m discerning that Gary 26 

Myers, since there’s the same email address, must be related to you. Mr. 27 
Myers. 28 

 29 
Gary Myers: [37:04] It’s okay. I agree with everything she said. 30 
 31 
Jerry Fenn: [37:07] That’s what we like to hear. Okay. Anybody else who wants to 32 

join in can. I’m gonna make an observation. [37:17] When people make 33 
comments, are we able to capture those? Okay. Just so you know, those 34 
of you who are online who want to make a comment in writing, we’re 35 
gonna be able to capture all those so if you wanna make that and not 36 
speak, that’s an option as well. And that’ll be part of our record as well. 37 
It’s gonna be still a bit of time before we get to the folks who are online. 38 
[37:49] How many are online altogether? Twenty online. Okay. Well, 39 
we’re gonna go with the rest a the people who’ve made an effort to be 40 
here in person. We’re next going to hear from Monica Hilding. Ms. 41 
Hilding. There you are. Welcome.  42 

 43 
Monica Hilding: [38:14] My name is Monica Hilding and I did not grow up here. I’m a 44 

transplant and I’m here because I love snow and the sun. And I’m just 45 
amazed that solar energy isn’t a larger part of Rocky Mountain’s IRP 46 
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because it doesn’t make sense to me in a state that has so much solar 1 
potential to not be having solar panels on every house and municipal 2 
building that doesn’t have trees shadowing it. I prepared a lot of stuff 3 
that I’ve decided other people have already said a lot of those things. I 4 
just want to say that a lot of people have worked very hard for a long 5 
time on Renewable Communities. It’s what people want. It’s not 6 
necessarily what Rocky Mountain Power wants or our Legislature 7 
wants. And I feel that we’re here to ask you to listen to the public rather 8 
than those who have power. We as Utah citizens have made a choice in 9 
19 communities that we really want to have 100 percent renewable 10 
energy by 2030. And the direction that things are going right now is that 11 
our Legislature is using money that was originally supposed to help rural 12 
communities to offset the damages of mining and that money has all 13 
been put into a [inaudible 40:20] infrastructure – let’s see. [40:23] What 14 
is it called? A TIF.  15 

 16 
 But anyway, they want to use that money to expand coal production and 17 

coal export in Oakland, California, which has been fighting against it 18 
very hard for many years. And it’s just I really feel that it’s obvious that 19 
the majority of people really wanna breathe clean air and have clean 20 
water. And digging up coal and transporting it cross-country and across 21 
our oceans is not the way to do it. Thank you very much. 22 

 23 
Jerry Fenn: [41:11] Thank you very much, Ms. Hilding. We’ll next hear from 24 

Caroline – I’m gonna take my best shot at this – Gleich? 25 
 26 
Caroline Gleich: [41:18] Gleich. Like like with a G. 27 
 28 
Jerry Fenn: [41:22] Gleich. 29 
 30 
Caroline Gleich: [41:22] Yes. 31 
 32 
Jerry Fenn: [41:23] I got it. Okay. Welcome, Ms. Gleich. 33 
 34 
Caroline Gleich: [41:25] Good evening, Commissioners. Thank you so much for your 35 

time. My name is Caroline Gleich. I’m a Summit County resident and 36 
for more than 15 years I’ve been involved in Utah energy policy. Earlier 37 
in my career I worked for Ted Wilson when he served as Governor 38 
Herbert’s environmental advisor. In 2016 I spoke at the Park City 39 
Council meeting where they passed a resolution to move toward 100 40 
percent renewable energy by 2030. The Utah Renewable Communities 41 
program is how communities like mine implement those commitments. 42 
Cities and counties did not stumble into this program. They passed 43 
ordinances. They did the analyses and they came to the Commission 44 
because they are confident that their residents, like me, want to 45 
participate. My concern is that the current filing places too much 46 
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emphasis on hypothetical opt-out risk while shifting real up-front risk 1 
onto communities that have already demonstrated their commitment. 2 
Sharp reductions in the value of new clean energy, front-loaded 3 
administrative costs, and a constrained program scale all make 4 
participation less viable even when the demand exists. At a more 5 
fundamental level, this case is about trusting local governments to make 6 
informed decisions for their residents. This is a voluntary program. 7 
When communities say they want to participate and have taken formal 8 
action to do so, regulation should enable that choice, not unintentionally 9 
stand in the way.  10 

 11 
 I respectfully ask you, the Commission, to approve a version of the URC 12 

program that is affordable for ratepayers, viable for communities to 13 
participate in, aligned with its original intent, and structured to succeed. 14 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to comment, and happy 15 
holidays. 16 

 17 
Jerry Fenn: [43:26] Thank you, Ms. Gleich. Appreciate that. You might consider 18 

submitting that in writing as an email on the Commission docket. We are 19 
still taking public comments. 20 

 21 
Caroline Gleich: [43:38] Great. 22 
 23 
Jerry Fenn: [43:39] I can tell you put a lotta time into that. Thank you. 24 
 25 
Caroline Gleich: [43:41] I will do that.  26 
 27 
Jerry Fenn: [43:42] Thank you. And that offer is available to anybody who would 28 

like to submit their comments that they’ve prepared and they want to put 29 
it in the docket, that’d be fine. We’ll next hear from Kevin Emerson. 30 
Welcome, Mr. Emerson. I probably should give a warning who’s comin’ 31 
up next ‘cause it’s a long walk from the back a the room, isn’t it? 32 

 33 
Kevin Emerson: [44:11] Yeah. I need to catch my breath. Thank you, Chair Fenn. And 34 

thank you, Commissioners Harvey and Clark. I’m gonna try to be brief 35 
‘cause I know you have more people from hear from. I’m making 36 
comments on behalf of myself. I’m a lifelong Utahn and a resident of the 37 
city of Millcreek. And ditto to everything everyone has said basically. 38 
I’m an enthusiastic supporter of this program. A couple reasons. First, 39 
I’m excited that this program gives consumers – well, utility ratepayers 40 
choice by giving us options for how our electricity is generated. This is 41 
especially relevant to me as my family lives in a – we rent our home and 42 
we don’t get to install solar or make big upgrades so this kind of a 43 
program really is valuable to us ‘cause it gives us a choice. Like a lot of 44 
folks here, my family is really excited about seeing more clean energy 45 
come online to power our lives. I’m a father and I feel like investing in 46 
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clean-energy resources and investing in this program is an investment in 1 
our kids’ future. And last, I’m excited about this program because I 2 
know – I understand from talking to folks who are involved in 3 
developing it that there’s a lot of attention that has been given to 4 
prioritizing community education and also structuring the program to 5 
avoid unintended consequences on low-income community members. 6 
And I think that’s a really important part of the program.  7 

 8 
 I really appreciate and applaud all of the work that’s gone into this 9 

program amongst the 19 communities with involvement with Rocky 10 
Mountain Power and other stakeholders, and I greatly appreciate the 11 
time and attention that you and the Commission staff are giving to this 12 
important program. And I hope you will approve it. And I appreciate 13 
your time, and happy holidays.  14 

 15 
Jerry Fenn: [45:57] Thank you, Mr. Emerson. I appreciate those remarks. Next is 16 

Lindsay Babe or Babe? Beebe? 17 
 18 
Lindsay Beebe: [46:05] Beebe.  19 
 20 
Jerry Fenn: [46:05] Oh. I was gonna get there. Just took me a time. Lindsay Beebe. 21 

Welcome, Ms. Beebe. 22 
 23 
Lindsay Beebe: [46:10] Thank you. Hi, Commissioners. Thank you for having me. My 24 

name is Lindsay Beebe and I’m a resident of Salt Lake City, Utah. And I 25 
have been waiting for this night and this program to become active for 26 
almost 10 years. And I say that because I remember in 2016 when me 27 
and partner bought our house. We had a choice of where we wanted to 28 
live. Limited choice. Limited resources. But we could choose Salt Lake 29 
City or we could choose South Salt Lake City. And Salt Lake City had 30 
just passed its clean energy resolution that Mayor Mendenhall talked 31 
about. And that was actually like a major deciding factor in where I 32 
wanted to invest. I was raised in a household – my mom always told me 33 
your dollar is your vote. And so for me, that was voting in with my 34 
money, with my resources in a way that I was investing in a community 35 
that I believed in the values and the direction that the leadership was 36 
taking to invest in clean energy for its citizens. That is the background. 37 
And then in 2019 I found myself as a community organizer and HB411 38 
had just passed and there was a ticking clock, a 7-month clock, of how 39 
many communities first could like learn about this brand-new idea and 40 
then opt in and then – so I actually worked with teams of just citizens. 41 
We would go and we would go to libraries and I went to Moab and 42 
Logan and Ogden and South Jordan – not every city ended up opting in 43 
– but all over the state talking with folks. 44 

 45 
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 And literally hundreds of individual conversations I had with folks who 1 
had no idea about this and then when they found out, incredibly excited 2 
that this could be part of their choice and part of their future. And so my 3 
comment here, everything everyone has said, yes. And then also about 4 
timing. People have been working on this, waiting for this, hoping for 5 
this for years. We are at a point that is so critical right now where there 6 
are expiring tax credits that would make this program financially viable 7 
for folks like me and I urge you to approve the program expeditiously so 8 
that those enthusiastic bids into the RFP can get onto our grid and we 9 
can get electrons flowing like everyone says we need. Thank you. 10 

 11 
Jerry Fenn: [48:48] Thank you, Ms. Beebe. And I admire somebody who feels 12 

strongly about an issue enough to go out and get involved and urge 13 
others to get involved too, so thank you for that. [49:02] And aren’t you 14 
glad we don’t limit you to 1 minute if you’ve waited 10 years? We 15 
wanna hear what you wanna say, so that’s important. Next is Erik 16 
Griffin. Welcome, Mr. Griffin. 17 

 18 
Erik Griffin: [49:23] Hello. Thank you, Commissioners. I’ll try to keep this pretty 19 

short. I’m a resident and citizen of this beautiful state and I just wanted 20 
to come here today to add my voice to all the others before me just 21 
urging you to use and implement this program to its maximum potential 22 
for the residents in these communities. Yeah. So many people before me 23 
have said much more than I could and in much better words than I could. 24 
I would urge you to give particular emphasis to those who have clearly 25 
researched the topic well enough to give particular pointers on how to 26 
implement this well. Particularly Erin Mendenhall’s comments and 27 
Caroline Gleich’s before me. And I think the last thing I just wanna 28 
leave you with is that for every person that comes here today, it’s hard 29 
for regular people to take time outta their days to come here and speak 30 
and speak publicly, which is not easy. So that for every one of us here 31 
today there are so many – like I know in my community, I know over a 32 
hundred people who would – they really need a win right now and so 33 
hearing that this has been something that went the right direction would 34 
just be that little bit of hope during a time when so much of our natural 35 
resources and the nature that we love as Utahns is being attacked. And 36 
so I urge you to remember that for every voice here there are hundreds 37 
that feel the same way. Thank you. 38 

 39 
Jerry Fenn: [50:55] Mr. Griffin, thank you. I think that’s a very good point that you 40 

make and I think some people think that public speaking is one a the 41 
things that they fear the most. And so it’s really great that so many of 42 
you have come out and are willing to endure having to appear before 3 43 
folks that can appear to be somewhat intimidating. I apologize if we do. 44 
Let’s hear from Brody Leven? 45 

 46 
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Brody Leven: [51:30] Leven. Yeah. 1 
 2 
Jerry Fenn: [51:32] Think I got it. Thank you, Brody. Mr. Leven. Come on up. 3 
 4 
Brody Leven: [51:35] You’re welcome. Thank you. Brody Leven, resident of the city 5 

of Holladay. And just a few hours ago I was up on a new section of trail 6 
on the Bonneville Shoreline Trail. It’s called the Parley’s Point Trail. It’s 7 
like kind of right at the mouth a Parley’s Canyon. And I was with my 8 
friend, [Biarne 51:53], and we’re hiking and we get to kind of this 9 
overlook where we’re looking out over the valley. And this is right 10 
before sunset. And Biarne goes what is that? And Biarne’s visiting. He’s 11 
from Sweden. And this is his first day ever in Salt Lake City. Today. 12 
The few hours ago. And my comment is kind of about instinct versus 13 
reason, I think. My instinct was to do the same thing I’ve done for the 14 
past 20 years, since I decided to call Salt Lake City my home. And that 15 
instinct is to defend it. To say, oh, yeah, it’s pollution but we have this 16 
natural phenomenon due to the base of the mountains and the proximity 17 
with the natural inver-, and I didn’t do that for once because that’s what 18 
I’ve done over and over again. [52:41] Instead, I said what do you think 19 
it is, Biarne? [52:45] And Biarne’s English is – he’s like how do I 20 
describe pollution in English? And we started talking about it. And it 21 
was really good to not just follow my instinct and say it’s actually not 22 
that bad, I’ve still chosen to call this home, I could live anywhere in the 23 
– but, you know.  24 

 25 
 [53:04] He’s like okay, and then so what are you doing about it? And 26 

again, my instinct was to be like well, I drive an electric vehicle and I 27 
put solar panels on my roof and then I made my house weather efficient, 28 
blah blah blah. But again, I didn’t do that. Instead, Commissioners, I sat 29 
back and I said yeah, it’s a good point. Because we had just talked about 30 
the causes of this air quality. If you didn’t guys didn’t go on an 8-mile 31 
hike today, just so you know what’s going on, today was not cloudy. 32 
When you were looking up from the city today, there were no clouds. I 33 
was maybe 1,500 feet above the city. Blue bird. [53:41] And he said 34 
what are you doing about it? [53:43] And I said yeah, I’ve been 35 
dedicating the past 15, 20, 25 years of my life to volunteer advocacy but 36 
what am I really doing about it? Because yes, that electric vehicle and 37 
those solar panels, they’re setting an example but they’re setting an 38 
example. They’re not making a drop in the bucket. They’re setting an 39 
example to people who are, A, homeowners; B, have $50,000 to put 40 
some stupid things on their roof and then get another car and then find a 41 
place to park the car and a way to charge the car. And so we finished our 42 
hike and we come down and I check my email when I get back to my 43 
house. My computer powered by solar. And I have all these newsletters 44 
from signing up with all the organizations locally and I find out about 45 
this tonight.  46 
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 1 
 And before Biarne leaves to go back to Sweden in just a couple of days, 2 

I wanted to have a good answer for him. What am I doing about this 3 
besides just sticking to my instinct and giving him my gut reaction, 4 
which is I’m doin’ a bunch a stuff that doesn’t really matter. And this is 5 
our opportunity to do something about it. We’ve had so many 6 
opportunities. People have been waiting so long for this. I have not been 7 
waiting for 10 years to give this comment. I didn’t even know this was 8 
happening until I checked my email like 2 hours ago. And as much as I 9 
would – I’m so grateful everyone’s here to give comments and I wanna 10 
stay and listen to everyone’s comments but I’m hosting a friend from 11 
Sweden tonight. So thank you very much, Commissioners. 12 

 13 
Jerry Fenn: [55:07] Okay. Thank you, Mr. Leven. And thank you for your passion. 14 

Let’s turn to Gabrielle Pensari. Welcome. 15 
 16 
Gabrielle Pensari: [55:25] Good evening, Commissioners. My name is [Gabby 55:27] 17 

Pensari. I’m a resident of West Jordan and I urge the Commission to 18 
approve the Utah Community Renewable Energy program as proposed 19 
by the 19 Utah Renewable Communities. As someone who is recently 20 
divorced and living on my own, I have firsthand seen how energy bills 21 
have increased and how difficult the rising cost can be for households. I 22 
also grew up along the East Bench and since moving to the west side of 23 
the valley, I’ve experienced how poor the air quality can be. West 24 
Jordan was originally interested in joining this program and I hope that 25 
once it’s approved my city will reconsider participating. Even if West 26 
Jordan is not currently part of the program, approving new clean energy 27 
will bring cleaner, cheaper, and vaster energy to the overall system, 28 
benefits that I and other West Jordan residents will benefit from and will 29 
still experience. I care deeply about this program because it gives 30 
communities more local control and a meaningful voice in our energy 31 
future. Thank you for your time and considering my public input. I 32 
strongly urge you to approve the Community Renewable Energy plan. 33 
Happy holidays. 34 

 35 
Jerry Fenn: [56:37] Thank you, Ms. Pensari. We’ll next hear from Roger Armstrong 36 

who appears to be representing Summit County. And 2 more. Welcome.  37 
 38 
Roger Armstrong: [56:53] So you’re the friend of Chris Robinson. [56:56] Forty years you 39 

said? 40 
 41 
Jerry Fenn: [56:56] I’m not sure he’ll claim me, but yeah, we’ve known each other 42 

for probably 40 years. 43 
 44 
Roger Armstrong: [57:01] I’ve been on the County Council for about 13 years and I figure 45 

that the Council service is about 3 years per year served. 46 
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 1 
Jerry Fenn: [57:09] Of your life? 2 
 3 
Roger Armstrong: [57:09] So I think you and I know Chris about... 4 
 5 
Jerry Fenn: [57:11] Yeah. 6 
 7 
Roger Armstrong: [57:11] ...about the same. He’s been on... 8 
 9 
Jerry Fenn: [57:12] Yeah. 10 
 11 
Roger Armstrong: [57:12] ...about the same amount a time. I think there’s a reason that 12 

there are a lotta people from Summit County here. And it’s an important 13 
reason. We value the environment that we live in and I think the rest of 14 
Utah values the environment that Summit County lives in for a variety 15 
of reasons. We are the top a the watershed. Our water flows through the 16 
Provo and the Weber River all the way down through Ogden and into 17 
the Great Salt Lake and all the way down through Provo Canyon. 18 
Climate change and the heating that we’re seeing is a tremendous risk to 19 
Utah. We’ve heard what happens if the Salt Lake drains. The air quality 20 
that we see now just based on tailpipe and other pollutants will just 21 
increase dramatically. This program is one means of addressing that. 22 
We’re not gonna change climate change on this entire globe by any 23 
single action that we take but this is important. In 2012 when I first ran 24 
for the Summit County Council, I talked to a lotta resident. I knocked on 25 
a thousand doors and one a the things I talked about was energy stability 26 
and reliability and renewable energy specifically.  27 

 28 
 In 2013, my first year in office, I took a fun group a people to California 29 

to look at systems that had been put in place in Marin County called 30 
Community Choice Aggregation and Sonoma County had just adopted a 31 
similar program working with their local utility. And those people were 32 
then City Councilwoman Erin Mendenhall; Council Member Chris 33 
Robinson; Andy Beerman, who was a City Councilmember in Park City; 34 
Jack Thomas, who was the mayor of Park City; and a few other staffers. 35 
And we got to get a lot of good information. We came back and it 36 
started some conversations with Rocky Mountain Power at the time. 37 
And at first we wanted to push and see if we could get a community 38 
choice aggregation program approved in the state of Utah and it would 39 
have been very difficult for us to do that at the time. As others have 40 
mentioned, we inspired 2 bulk-buy programs with a company called 41 
Alpenglow that allowed our residents to get a good break on putting 42 
solar power on their rooftops. Rocky Mountain Power worked with us 43 
and allowed us to get car chargers, allowed us to get solar panels on the 44 
roof of our justice center and our library and other places. We promoted 45 
retrofitting homes to make them more energy efficient. And finally, 46 
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HB411 came along after all of that work. And Rocky Mountain Power, 1 
Chris and I had a lotta conversations with them. [1:00:01] And at one 2 
point, Chad Ambrose said why don’t we do that? [1:00:04] Why don’t 3 
we come up with something like community choice aggregation?  4 

 5 
 And I said well, I think that would be fine unless it’s so expensive that 6 

people can’t afford to take part in it. Choice is what matters most here, 7 
that people have a choice. But that choice means that your job, which is 8 
to make sure that we’re not cost-shifting too much to people that aren’t 9 
participants but still keeping the program in a space where people can 10 
afford it. RECs are gonna be an important part of that. I know there was 11 
a lotta discussion of. You guys are mental triathletes. I sat for 3 hours 12 
and listened to the testimony this morning and I commend you for your 13 
diligence and your tolerance. But I would ask you as you make these 14 
decisions, affordability is gonna be critical. We have 19 communities 15 
that have opted in. We have broad adoption of this program throughout 16 
the municipalities, even the smaller ones that surprised me that they 17 
would be interested in seeing where this could go. I’m on the program 18 
design committee. We’ve had other communities since we started all this 19 
who have asked to come in of late. There is demand from our residents. 20 
There’s broad demand, I think, in Utah for this. And this is an 21 
opportunity for us to create a program that is sustainable, that does 22 
satisfy public demand, but it’s gonna be very important that we manage 23 
the cost of that. Thank you for your consideration. I really appreciate the 24 
work that you’ve done with this very much.  25 

 26 
Jerry Fenn: [1:01:40] Thank you, Councilor Armstrong. I appreciate you taking the 27 

time to be here this evening. We’ve had an inquiry from people who are 28 
online how many more in the room are going to wanna speak and we’re 29 
down to the last 2, so if you’ve waited this long and wanna participate, 30 
we’ll be to you shortly. [1:01:58] I don’t think there’s anybody else 31 
who’s signed – there’s not another list out there circulating, is there? 32 
[1:02:02] Anybody aware of one? Okay. We have – Kaylee Alger is 33 
next. Welcome. 34 

 35 
Kaylee Alger: [1:02:17] Hi. My name is Kaylee Alger. I grew up in Spanish Fork but I 36 

now reside in South Salt Lake. I’m representing myself. What Councilor 37 
McKenna said about feeling like she wasn’t doing enough for her 38 
students really resonated with me because it’s true. We aren’t doing 39 
enough. I’m a college student just starting my adult life, so not too long 40 
ago I was one of those students. I am frustrated with the lack of action 41 
and the complacency here in Utah on addressing climate change. I don’t 42 
wanna have to raise my future children and build my career in a world 43 
where we continue to choose inaction and the climate crisis keeps 44 
getting worse. Doing nothing is not fair and it’s wrong. It proves to 45 
Councilor McKenna’s students that we are not willing to take action to 46 
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protect their future. I think the Utah Renewable Communities program is 1 
a great chance to take at least one step here to try to transition to a clean-2 
energy future. Clean energy is the future and it’s key to addressing this 3 
crisis and that’s why I urge you to approve the program and use your 4 
power to put our future first instead of continuing to choose 5 
complacency. Thank you. 6 

 7 
Jerry Fenn: [1:03:24] Thank you very much. Appreciate that. The last one I have on 8 

the list for those who are in person who would like to speak at this 9 
public hearing is Christianna Johnson. Welcome, Ms. Johnson. 10 

 11 
Christianna Johnson: [1:03:45] Thank you. Hello, Commissioners. Thanks so much for having 12 

us here today to present comment. My name is Christianna. I’m a 13 
homeowner in Salt Lake City and a Rocky Mountain Power customer. 14 
I’m passionate about this issue both as a resident and a professional 15 
working to improve air quality. While I’ve seen firsthand how critical 16 
programs like Utah Renewable Communities are in my work, I am 17 
submitting this comment as a private individual. I care deeply about 18 
taking action on climate and clean energy. I support the comments made 19 
by Mayor Mendenhall and many others here tonight. I can keep this 20 
brief but I respectfully ask you to approve the program as proposed by 21 
the 19 Utah Renewable Communities. I firmly believe that new clean 22 
energy this decade is very valuable for Utah and should be fairly valued 23 
by Rocky Mountain Power. Thank you so much. 24 

 25 
Jerry Fenn: [1:04:39] Thank you very much, Ms. Johnson. Okay. That concludes the 26 

– it does not conclude. Oh. These are on the [inaudible 1:04:48]. Okay. 27 
All right. Now we’ve come to those who have been patiently waiting 28 
online and I have been given a list so we’ll take it in this order. I’m 29 
gonna work on this one. Te Anu Tonga. [1:05:07] Is that correct? 30 

 31 
Te Anu Tonga: [1:05:10] Te Anu. Can you hear me? 32 
 33 
Jerry Fenn: [1:05:12] Te Anu? Yes, we can hear you. If you wanna take your camera 34 

off of – you can or you can just speak. You don’t have to show your face 35 
if you don’t want to. But if you want to unblock your camera, you can. 36 
But we can hear you just fine so go ahead. 37 

 38 
Te Anu Tonga: [1:05:34] Okay. Great. Thank you. Thank you, Commissioners. My 39 

name is Te Anu Tonga. I am an ordinary citizen and a resident of Weber 40 
County representing my family tonight. I have no issues with renewable 41 
energy but I do have concerns with what I see as a lack of 42 
communication with Rocky Mountain members and this program. I’m 43 
further concerned around individual choice or participation of Rocky 44 
Mountain members with a renewable energy program. During the 2023 45 
municipal elections in Ogden, a candidate during a debate referenced the 46 
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Weber state survey saying 72 percent of the people in Ogden, which is 1 
over 87,000 people, were in favor of this program. I was shocked by 2 
how high the percentage was, more than half, because I hadn’t heard 3 
from any of my neighbors or friends about it. So I looked up the survey 4 
and saw the error. On page 17 it says the survey was sent out to 10,000 5 
residents of Ogden. And then it was then whittled down to the final 6 
sample of 669 individuals who took the survey. So out of 10,000 7 
residents, 669 people took the survey. Then on pages 18 and 19 of the 8 
survey, it says with a graph that 72.8 percent of the 669 people who took 9 
the survey were in favor of increasing their monthly electricity bill more 10 
than zero percent, not 70 percent of over 87,000 members. This 11 
representing data is dangerous to inform decisions.  12 

 13 
 In 2019, HB411 passed but there were 24 nays which included 14 

Representatives Albright, Chew, Shipp, Snider, and before he became 15 
Speaker, Mike Schultz, who represent rural communities, all who voted 16 
against HB411. As well as Representative Val Peterson, Christofferson, 17 
then Representative Brammer, and then Representative Jefferson Moss 18 
from Utah County, who also voted against it. I think taking into 19 
consideration their votes is important because for the communities they 20 
represent. Especially since today it was established that Summit County 21 
and Park City [inaudible 1:07:57]. In today’s hearing it was said that 22 
Rocky Mountain will extend its cancellation period from 3 months to 6 23 
months. But I want to know that they and the local governments will be 24 
educating their communities and members about this change beforehand 25 
so their residents can make an informed decision before being forced to 26 
participate. We want renewable energy but we also want individual 27 
choice and I think we can honor both without establishing what could be 28 
a dangerous precedent moving forward. Thank you for your time and 29 
consideration. 30 

 31 
Jerry Fenn: [1:08:31] Thank you, Ms. Tonga. Appreciate your perspective and 32 

viewpoint. Thank you very much. We’ll hear from Tyler Clancy next. 33 
 34 
Tyler Clancy: [1:08:44] Well, thank you so much, Mr. Chair and Commission 35 

members. My name is Representative Tyler Clancy from Provo, just a 36 
small town just south of Salt Lake City. It’s an honor to be here with you 37 
tonight and I’m just here to also add my voice to urge the Commission 38 
to approve the program. One thing I love about this program is it’s 39 
voluntary. And for cities that wanna take this up, I think it’s a great 40 
opportunity. And I would just say it’s a great opportunity on two fronts. 41 
One is obviously, as mentioned before, the environmental front, making 42 
sure that we have clean air to breathe, which I think is an important issue 43 
no matter what side of the political spectrum you’re on. The second 44 
piece is the affordability aspect. We know that particularly in the 45 
electricity side, the cost of electricity and utilities are something that I 46 
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hear about as a representative every single day. And so while this may 1 
not impact Provo in particular because we have a different setup, I think 2 
this is a great program that we should keep going. I’ve talked to former 3 
Representative Handy and former Senator Hemmert as well about this. 4 
And I think we can be proud of the work we’ve done and still be hopeful 5 
about the work moving forward. Thank you for the opportunity to speak 6 
with you all this evening and hopefully we can move this forward. 7 
Thank you. 8 

 9 
Jerry Fenn: [1:10:14] Representative Clancy, if you’re still there, tell us what district 10 

you represent. 11 
 12 
Tyler Clancy: [1:10:20] I represent House District 60, which is Provo. It’s downtown 13 

and East Provo. 14 
 15 
Jerry Fenn: [1:10:27] Thank you very much. Appreciate that. 16 
 17 
Tyler Clancy: [1:10:29] My pleasure. [Inaudible 1:10:30]. 18 
 19 
Jerry Fenn: [1:10:30] We’ll now hear from Carmen Valdez.  20 
 21 
Carmen Valdez: [1:10:37] Thank you so much, Chair and Commissioners. My name is 22 

Carmen Valdez and I am here today speaking on behalf of HEAL Utah, 23 
the Healthy Environment Alliance of Utah. [Inaudible 1:10:47]... 24 

 25 
Jerry Fenn: [1:10:47] I’m sorry. Would you say it one more time? I didn’t catch – 26 

what’s the entity you’re representing? 27 
 28 
Carmen Valdez: [1:10:53] No problem. HEAL Utah, the Healthy... 29 
 30 
Jerry Fenn: [1:10:55] Okay. 31 
 32 
Carmen Valdez: [1:10:56] ...Environment Alliance of Utah. 33 
 34 
Jerry Fenn: [1:10:58] Okay. 35 
 36 
Carmen Valdez: [1:10:59] We’re a local nonprofit that’s been championing community-37 

led environmental and public health initiatives for over 25 years. We 38 
represent about 21,000 supporters from across the state, many of whom 39 
are in the program. Like many here today, HEAL is here in support of 40 
the program application. We see this program as an important [____ 41 
1:11:21] reliable, affordable, and cleaner energy for Utah communities. 42 
It gives [____] [governments 1:11:26] and ratepayers a meaningful 43 
choice in how their electricity is generated and allows communities to 44 
better align their energy use with local priorities and sustainability goals. 45 
The program also supports economic growth by attracting investment in 46 
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renewable energy creating good local jobs and strengthening Utah’s 1 
energy independence through a more diversified energy portfolio. 2 
Finally, this program directly supports Utah’s energy needs by 3 
accelerating clean and renewable energy deployment while maintaining 4 
greater reliability. It positions Utah as the national leader in community-5 
driven energy solutions and lays groundwork for a more sustainable and 6 
affordable energy future for all of Utah. The program demonstrates 7 
Utah’s commitment to forward-looking energy solutions that balance 8 
economic growth, environmental responsibility, and reliability for all 9 
ratepayers. We have been so grateful to see the program and all those 10 
involved over the last 6+ years and what they have done to bring in 11 
community members to develop such an inclusive and groundbreaking 12 
program and continue to do so today as evidenced by all those 13 
[commenting] [inaudible 1:12:28].  14 

 15 
 Some of that work includes the program committee finding solutions to 16 

support low-income ratepayers, working to ensure that they would see 17 
additional financial support for this program once approved and ensuring 18 
notices to communities following approval of the program to come. In 19 
conclusion, we urge your support of the program application and thank 20 
you for the opportunity to comment this evening.  21 

 22 
Jerry Fenn: [1:12:51] Thank you, Ms. Valdez. Appreciate that very much. And on 23 

behalf of your organization, HEAL Utah, as well. I have down next 24 
Rachel Chamberlain. 25 

 26 
Rachel Chamberlain: [1:13:05] Awesome. Thank you. Hello, Commissioners. Thanks for 27 

giving me the opportunity to speak. My name is Rachel Chamberlain. 28 
Wish I could be there in person tonight. I’m here to express my strong 29 
support for the Utah Renewable Community program. I currently work 30 
as an environmental scientist in the Utah Division of Air Quality and am 31 
a resident of Salt Lake City but here to speak on behalf of myself as an 32 
individual. I wanted to call attention to a recent publication that the 33 
Division of Air Quality released which is a plan known as the 34 
Comprehensive Beehive Emission Reduction Plan, which is a detailed, 35 
date-driven, long-range plan focused on the reduction of greenhouse 36 
gases and improving air quality statewide. The Division was 37 
appointment by Governor Cox to complete this plan and it’s available on 38 
their website currently. This plan is an analysis that demonstrated 39 
increasing renewable electricity within the Utah Renewable 40 
Communities program reduces emissions that contribute to air pollution, 41 
as many previous commenters have mentioned, that impact public health 42 
and is important for the quality of life for families across Utah. 43 
Additionally, the URC program reduces greenhouse gas emissions that 44 
the Division has identified as critical to avoid an increase in the 45 
frequency and severity of natural disasters like wildfires, heatwaves, and 46 
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changes in snowpack. Further, the analysis finds that the implementation 1 
and scaling of the URC could reduce Utah’s greenhouse gas emissions 2 
by approximately 37 percent by 2030 relative to 2005 baseline and has 3 
the potential to decline the statewide emissions by 58 percent by 2050. 4 
This is critical to meet the state’s goals moving forward of emissions 5 
reduction.  6 

 7 
 And just as importantly, I wanted to point out that this plan received 8 

broad stakeholder support from hundreds of businesses, cities, counties, 9 
elected officials, industry stakeholders, many state agencies from Logan 10 
to Price to San Juan County, who all have emphasized the need for more 11 
tools to allow communities to voluntarily transition to clean energy and 12 
identify the Utah Renewable Communities as an important mechanism 13 
to meet the state’s emission reduction goals. Utah thrives when we 14 
combine innovation and local control and the URC program does just 15 
that. It respects customer choice while strengthening our energy system, 16 
preparing our communities for the future, and supporting economic 17 
development. I urge the Commission to approve the URC program and 18 
allow communities who want clean energy to move forward. This 19 
program reflects years of analysis and broad stakeholder collaboration 20 
and consistent public interest that is further supported by this work 21 
happening on the state level and has been identified as an important 22 
strategy to pursue. Thank you for your time. 23 

 24 
Jerry Fenn: [1:16:16] Thank you very much, Ms. Chamberlain. [1:16:17] Tell us one 25 

more time what the title of the report was again? 26 
 27 
Rachel Chamberlain: [1:16:23] Yeah. It’s the Comprehensive Beehive Emission Production 28 

Plan that’s produced by the Utah Division of Air Quality. Came out last 29 
month. 30 

 31 
Jerry Fenn: [1:16:32] Okay. Thank you very much. Appreciate that. We’ll next hear 32 

from Alice Mulder. 33 
 34 
Jeanne Evenden: [1:16:40] What happened to me? 35 
 36 
Jerry Fenn: [1:16:43] What happened to... 37 
 38 
Jeanne Evenden: [1:16:45] Oh. Sorry. 39 
 40 
Jerry Fenn: [1:16:51] Oh. I’m sorry. I’ve been at it since 4:00 this morning. I’m 41 

apparently having brain cramp. I apologize. And thank you for pointing 42 
out that I skipped you. It’s Jeanne Evenden. 43 

 44 
Jeanne Evenden: [1:17:11] It’s Jeanne Evenden. My apologies for having my microphone 45 

on. [Inaudible 1:17:16]. 46 
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 1 
Jerry Fenn: [1:17:16] Oh. That’s okay. Because if you hadn’t have had it on, I 2 

woulda just kept goin’, so I’m glad you called out my error. 3 
 4 
Jeanne Evenden: [1:17:26] Still, I didn’t mean to really. Not out loud. But anyway, 5 

[inaudible 1:17:29]. 6 
 7 
Jerry Fenn: [1:17:31] You’re fine. It’s great. 8 
 9 
Jeanne Evenden: [1:17:34] My name’s Jeanne Evenden and I’m a resident of Ogden, have 10 

been for the past 25 years. And I had a 35-year career in natural 11 
resources. Between that and the outdoor-focused upbringing I enjoyed 12 
with a field ecologist, have very strong values in living a life that 13 
provides the least impact on the environment. The potential this program 14 
offers for improving air quality and, thus, public health have driven my 15 
interest in this program. In addition, the need for an all-of-the-above 16 
approach to meet the increasing demand for energy development in Utah 17 
is also a factor driving my interest. And it’s also highly consistent with 18 
Governor Cox’s Operation Gigawatt initiative. And as others have 19 
noted, job growth is a very significant potential side benefit. Given the 20 
significant diminishment of renewable goals as evidenced between 21 
Rocky Mountain Power’s integrated resource plan in 2019 when the bill 22 
was enacted and today in 2025, I believe it’s fair to say that development 23 
of a renewable energy program in Utah on this scale would not take 24 
place otherwise, if ever. Communications about the opt-out provision of 25 
the program and effects on the low-income communities were major 26 
concerns expressed by the Ogden City Council early on in this process. 27 
It will take a lot of work on the part of communities but based on the 28 
diligence and depth of planning undertaken by the URC low-income and 29 
communications subcommittees, I’m convinced that all participating 30 
communities will have a very robust template for success in these areas.  31 

 32 
 For this program to succeed, however, it’s critically important for the 33 

cost structure to be easily understood and that community members are 34 
not significantly impacted by bill increases. I really couldn’t be more 35 
excited about being involved in this unprecedented opportunity for 36 
clean, reliable, and locally sourced energy. Please approve a program 37 
that reflects the priorities of those of us it’s meant to serve. And I thank 38 
you for the opportunity to comment. 39 

 40 
Jerry Fenn: [1:19:59] Thank you very much, Ms. Evenden. And I’m just gonna note 41 

your concerns that were expressed in your city about the opt-out issues 42 
and how to deal with those who are lower-income residents. There was a 43 
lotta testimony on that today and there will be again tomorrow. It’s a 44 
matter that is being considered. Thank you very much.  45 

 46 
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Jeanne Evenden: [1:20:28] Yeah. And this was 4 years ago and obviously it’s taken a long 1 
time for the program to get up and running so we have an opportunity to 2 
get communications up and running on what’s transpired in the 3 
meantime around those concerns.  4 

 5 
Jerry Fenn: [1:20:43] Thank you very much. We’ll next now hear from Alice 6 

Mulder. Welcome. We can’t hear you. I think you must have your 7 
microphone muted. 8 

 9 
Alice Mulder: [1:21:13] Can you hear me now? 10 
 11 
Jerry Fenn: [1:21:14] We can hear ya now. Great. Thank you. 12 
 13 
Alice Mulder: [1:21:16] Okay. Thank you. Sorry for that. Thank you so much for your 14 

time, Chair and Commissioners. I am Alice Mulder. I am also a resident 15 
up in Ogden, Utah, so voices from the northern part of the state. I 16 
wanted to say I’m so appreciative to all of those citizens and council 17 
members and administrators and others that worked over the years on 18 
this project trying to make the URC the best possible program it can be. 19 
I am an educator at a university here in Ogden and have been here for 20 20 
years – over 20 years. And in that time, I have both learned and taught a 21 
lot about a host of environmental issues, particularly those relating to 22 
fossil fuel-related pollution of our air, soil, water, and unfortunately 23 
consequently also our own bodies of course. I believe that we also have 24 
a moral imperative to do what we can to improve the conditions for all 25 
in our region and ultimately in our world because our systems are all 26 
interconnected. I absolutely echo and support the points that have been 27 
raised here, social, economic, environmental. Having a choice of 28 
renewable electricity generation that supports clean air and healthy 29 
communities is certainly high on my priority list. I’ve been involved as 30 
well in Ogden trying to help support and work on educating about URC 31 
since we’ve had these early discussions in our community. I absolutely 32 
encourage you to please support the URC program in a way that is fair 33 
and accessible for people, and certainly I’m committed as an educator 34 
myself to help support those efforts about getting information to our 35 
community so that people are making the choices they want to make. 36 
Thank you very much. 37 

 38 
Jerry Fenn: [1:23:15] Thank you, Ms. Mulder. Appreciate your participation. We 39 

have just 2 more that are on the list. Okay. We have more than 2 more 40 
but I’ll go through these 2 and then we’ll consider what other ones we 41 
have. The next one is Roger Bourke. [1:23:36] Did I pronounce that 42 
right? Bork? No. Well, your microphone is muted. Maybe it’s Berk. 43 
You’re still muted. Should be a little microphone icon that’s got a line 44 
through it. If you just click on it, it’d be fine. We still can’t hear ya. Why 45 
don’t we – we’ll come back to you. You see if you can figure it out and 46 
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if I was home, I’d grab my daughter to come help me figure it out. Okay, 1 
so we’re gonna come back to you but we’ll go next to Bonnie 2 
Christiansen and we’ll come back to you, Mr. Berk or Mr. Bork. I’m not 3 
sure what it is. Ms. Christiansen. 4 

 5 
Bonnie Christiansen: [1:24:57] Thank you so much for taking my comments tonight. I really 6 

appreciate it. 7 
 8 
Jerry Fenn: [1:25:01] Sure. 9 
 10 
Bonnie Christiansen: [1:25:02] As you mentioned, my name is Bonnie Christiansen and I’m 11 

speaking on behalf of myself tonight. And I just wanted to talk about the 12 
support that I’ve seen for renewable energy over the past couple of 13 
decades. I live and work in Ogden City for the past decade but over 20 14 
years ago I lived in Salt Lake County. And at that time, I was a low-15 
income single mother and I learned about the Blue Sky program. I was 16 
so excited about the program and I set aside the $4.95 for the cost for a 17 
single block of Blue Sky back at that time. I just felt so passionate about 18 
it within a few months I began volunteering with a local nonprofit to 19 
promote the program. And soon after that, I was hired for about 10 hours 20 
a week to promote that program. And mostly I went from businesses to 21 
businesses over 5 years from about 2002 to 2007 signing them up for 22 
renewable energy. And it was amazing because I was out there literally 23 
doing door-to-door work to businesses showing up on their doorstep 24 
unannounced and I was almost always wholeheartedly welcomed and 25 
received very well. They were so excited about it that they started 26 
promoting this REC program to their customers as well. And although 27 
there was a lot of excitement about it and things were moving forward, I 28 
started to realize that signing people up one by one by one was 29 
incredibly painfully slow and insignificant compared to the energy 30 
systems that we had in place that really promoted this large-scale 31 
greenhouse gas emissions.  32 

 33 
 And so although I was really grateful to have the opportunity to 34 

purchase these RECs, which is different than what this program offers, 35 
but I knew that the scale just wasn’t enough to ensure that we had a 36 
healthy climate. So for the past 23 years I’ve really been involved in 37 
sustainability since that time. I was really fortunate to be able to have 38 
this pathway. But my experience engaging with businesses and 39 
community members and [state 1:27:06] communities and my 40 
politically-across-the-board family as well as looking at representative 41 
[inaudible 1:27:13] science research from the Yale Climate Opinion 42 
Maps as well as the research that was mentioned conducted in Ogden, 43 
Utah, really shows the majority of people across Utah and across the 44 
socioeconomic spectrum are really excited and eager for clean energy 45 
and renewable energy in the amounts that can actually make a 46 
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meaningful impact. I really want to encourage that we take a look at 1 
moving this URC program application forward. I just also wanted to 2 
mention that I appreciate the comments from the person who was 3 
concerned about the survey that was done in Ogden, Utah. I can 4 
understand how thinking [inaudible 1:27:53] only a few hundred 5 
respondents could actually represent 70 percent of the community but I 6 
recently took a social science research class and after months of taking 7 
this class I’m beginning to understand how representative surveys work. 8 
They really can show levels of support even when you have not 9 
everybody participating in the actual survey themselves. That is how 10 
they work.  11 

 12 
 I just want you to think about all the people that may not be here that are 13 

very eager to hear that the program is going forward. And then you had 14 
mentioned at the very beginning if we agreed with people’s comments 15 
just to mention them. I just wanna say that I agree with and really wanna 16 
promote the comments by Caroline Gleich and Kevin Emerson and Mr. 17 
Griffin and Brody Leven and Christianna Johnson and Rachel 18 
Chamberlain, Jeanne Evenden, and Alice Mulder, and others. I really 19 
appreciate you taking these very long days to hear everyone’s input. 20 
Thank you for your time. 21 

 22 
Jerry Fenn: [1:28:55] Thank you, Ms. Christiansen. Appreciate that very much and 23 

I’m sure the people you mentioned appreciate you recognizing their 24 
comments. In fact, I think all the comments tonight have been very, very 25 
helpful. We have some others.  26 

 27 
Male: [1:29:09] [Inaudible 1:29:09] back to Bourke? 28 
 29 
Jerry Fenn: [1:29:10] Yeah, let’s go back to... 30 
 31 
Male: [1:29:12] I heard his voice. 32 
 33 
Jerry Fenn: [1:29:14] ...Mr Bourke. Is it Berk or Bork? 34 
 35 
Roger Bourke: [1:29:17] It is Berk. 36 
 37 
Jerry Fenn: [1:29:18] Okay. Mr. Bourke. All right. We’re glad you got the... 38 
 39 
Roger Bourke: [1:29:22] And... 40 
 41 
Jerry Fenn: [1:29:24] ...working. 42 
 43 
Roger Bourke: [1:29:24] ...if I’d had a 7-year-old in the house I would’ve [inaudible 44 

1:29:26]. 45 
 46 
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Jerry Fenn: [1:29:29] Yeah. I know how you feel. 1 
 2 
Roger Bourke: [1:29:33] I come before this body as the mayor of Alta and I speak for 3 

the [inaudible 1:29:36] community. Alta’s life as a world-renowned ski 4 
resort stands on an abundance of natural snow. Greenhouse gas 5 
concentrations threaten that. While no single event may attribute to the 6 
rise in the greenhouse gas concentrations, the late beginning of the ski 7 
season is just the kind of climate behavior that one would expect of these 8 
changes. [____ 1:29:58] beginning of this century, Thanksgiving was a 9 
reliable holiday to start the ski season. It no longer is. [1:30:06] What’s 10 
the next holiday to go? Christmas? New Years? Utah Renewable 11 
Communities has put together a sensible, workable plan to shift our 12 
collective dependence from sources that emit greenhouse gases to those 13 
that don’t. It’s affordable, convenient, practical, and effective. And it 14 
gives each citizen an opportunity to participate in a better world for 15 
everyone. We should be under no illusions that this program will make a 16 
significant dent in [in the global 1:30:37] problem but it will make an 17 
impact on the state of Utah’s share of the problem and it could also serve 18 
as a model to be replicated by others and collectively we can be 19 
[effective 1:30:48]. I’m old enough to remember President Kennedy 20 
saying it’s better to light one candle than to curse the darkness. Today he 21 
might say it’s better to activate one solar-powered light-emitting diode 22 
than to curse the darkness. Thank you. 23 

 24 
Jerry Fenn: [1:31:11] Are you finished, Mr. Bourke – or Mayor Bourke? 25 
 26 
Roger Bourke: [1:31:15] I am [inaudible 1:31:16]. 27 
 28 
Jerry Fenn: [1:31:16] Thank you very much. [1:31:18] How much snow [inaudible 29 

1:31:18] up there at the base in Alta? 30 
 31 
Roger Bourke: [1:31:21] Well, we only have a couple of feet and what’s there is pretty 32 

hard so I’m not exactly promoting it right now. And we have a few 33 
inches in the forecast but we’re lookin’ for more. 34 

 35 
Jerry Fenn: [1:31:35] Yeah. I was stayin’ overnight at a hotel, Hyatt, in the Park City 36 

area last week and there was no snow at all at the base of the lift so I can 37 
expect that the ski industry is very concerned right now. Okay. 38 

 39 
Roger Bourke: [1:31:51] [Inaudible 1:31:51] we have 4 lifts running but we’re praying 40 

for snow. 41 
 42 
Jerry Fenn: [1:31:59] Yeah. I’ll bet. What a great thing to live in Alta. Okay. 43 

[1:32:03] Do we have some others, [Melissa 1:32:04]? [1:32:07] Just the 44 
2 more? Okay. We have 2 more on the list that are online. Katerina 45 
Bolliger? 46 
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 1 
Katerina Bolliger: [1:32:16] That was so close. Thank you. Katerina Bolliger. 2 
 3 
Jerry Fenn: [1:32:20] Bolliger. Okay. I think it’s fair... 4 
 5 
Katerina Bolliger: [1:32:22] [Inaudible [1:32:22]. 6 
 7 
Jerry Fenn: [1:32:24] ...say everybody’s name the right way, so I try. Ms. Bolliger. 8 
 9 
Katerina Bolliger: [1:32:28] You did great.  10 
 11 
Jerry Fenn: [1:32:29] Okay. Go ahead. 12 
 13 
Katerina Bolliger: [1:32:30] Yes. Thank you. Thank you for letting me speak. I am a 14 

resident of Salt Lake City and just wanted to chime in a little bit from a 15 
public health perspective. I know many people have already spoken 16 
about air quality and how that impacts our well-being and health. I work 17 
in chronic disease prevention and I’m a public health professional and so 18 
I see this and get very excited about the possibility of seeing a reduction 19 
in chronic disease over the next few years. We know that air quality is a 20 
huge factor when it comes to heart disease especially but also with 21 
diabetes too. And we’ve got countless others that we see. Asthma flares 22 
up, autoimmune disease can all be impacted by having poor air which 23 
we unfortunately suffer with. But having renewable energy, we know, is 24 
going to act on cleaner air for Utah. And I just want our population, 25 
myself and our neighbors, to have a healthier existence. I fully support 26 
this program and urge you to do the same. And that’s all I have to say 27 
today. 28 

 29 
Jerry Fenn: [1:33:35] Thank you very much. Appreciate your comments. Next we’ll 30 

hear from Tara Saley. 31 
 32 
Tara Saley: [1:33:48] Yes. Hello, everyone. I’m here today speaking as an individual 33 

but I do act as the chair of the Ogden City Sustainability Committee as 34 
well as work in sustainability at a large company. I just wanted to 35 
emphasize the point that businesses are gonna benefit from this. I work 36 
at a large Fortune 500 company and I’ve seen them struggle to try and 37 
get power purchase agreements through to get renewable energy and it 38 
takes a long time and a lot of money. And it would be incredible to be 39 
able to have this program go through and support my company’s 40 
sustainability goals. My husband also owns a small local business and 41 
this would give him an opportunity to get renewable energy for his 42 
company, which wouldn’t be feasible otherwise. From small businesses 43 
and large-business perspective, this just makes sense. Just wanted to 44 
voice my support for the URC. 45 

 46 
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Jerry Fenn: [1:34:43] Thank you very much. Appreciate that, Ms. Saley. And the last 1 
one we have on the list is Erin Moore. 2 

 3 
Erin Moore: [1:34:54] Hi, y’all. Can you hear me? 4 
 5 
Jerry Fenn: [1:34:55] Yes, we can hear you, Ms. Moore. 6 
 7 
Erin Moore: [1:34:58] Cool. I was not planning on talking tonight. I was just listening 8 

in but I thought I would say something. I wanted to talk about kind of 9 
the economic side of things. I support this program and I agree with a lot 10 
of the things that others have already said tonight. I just wanted to say 11 
something that’s on my mind a lot as a lifelong Utahn who loves Salt 12 
Lake City is that I feel like the state invests a lot in people here. They’ve 13 
invested a lot in me. I’m a graduate student right now at the University 14 
of Utah and I’ve received a lot of generous funding to study city and 15 
metropolitan and planning. I’m almost done with that program. I’m 16 
really hoping I can work somewhere in the City and stay in Salt Lake. I 17 
really want to stay here forever and raise a family here and have kids 18 
here. [1:35:54] But I know I’m not the only person my age – I’m 30 – 19 
who is kind of thinking all the time about like should we have kids in a 20 
place where the air can give them developmental disorders and impact 21 
their brain and their lungs and their ability to thrive? I know it’s affected 22 
me. I moved from [rural 1:36:14] Utah when I was 18 and it took me a 23 
few years to start feeling the air pollution but I definitely feel it now as 24 
somebody who bikes even on bad-air days. I know I’m not supposed to.  25 

 26 
 But I just wanted to say I’m only thinking about how students like me 27 

are being invested in by the state at no small cost, I’m sure, and how a 28 
lot of us are maybe going to take our skills elsewhere outside of the state 29 
‘cause it just doesn’t make sense to live in a place that isn’t healthy. And 30 
I don’t want to do that. It like really breaks my heart to consider doing 31 
that. I thought I would take this one opportunity to tell some people [at 32 
the 1:36:56] state that I really don’t wanna do that. I really want you to 33 
also invest in our future, the air quality that our future kids can breathe. 34 
And that’s about it. Thank you so much for being here tonight. I know 35 
you’ve all being this all day so I appreciate it.  36 

 37 
Jerry Fenn: [1:37:14] Thank you, Ms. Moore, for bein’ online with us. Is there 38 

anybody else online who would like to comment? I think we’ve got 39 
everybody. [1:37:24] Is that everybody that’s indicated they’re 40 
interested? All right. I have Senator Blouin here and we’ll let – before 41 
you come up – I’m gonna let you be the last word – but let’s see if 42 
there’s anybody else in the audience who would like to speak who hasn’t 43 
had an opportunity.  44 

 45 
Female: [1:37:42] [Inaudible 1:37:42]. 46 
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 1 
Jerry Fenn: [1:37:46] Yeah. 2 
 3 
Alyssa Chamberlain: [1:37:47] Hello.  4 
 5 
Jerry Fenn: [1:37:49] I think that’s a shirt with a message on it. 6 
 7 
Alyssa Chamberlain: [1:37:51] It is. I wanted to show you. Yes. 8 
 9 
Jerry Fenn: [1:37:52] Thank you. Yeah. I’m glad to see it. 10 
 11 
Alyssa Chamberlain: [1:37:54] My name is Alyssa Chamberlain. I’m from Orem, Utah. And 12 

later is too late, and no more coal. I think that’s on the back. 13 
 14 
Jerry Fenn: [1:38:03] Oh. I didn’t see the back. Yeah. Very good. Thank you. 15 
 16 
Alyssa Chamberlain: [1:38:06] I support clean energy and clean air and I support this program 17 

because it does just that. And I hope you support it too. And happy 18 
holidays and thank you. That’s all. 19 

 20 
Jerry Fenn: [1:38:16] Thank you. Were you here in the – with a shirt in the GRC 21 

hearing? 22 
 23 
Alyssa Chamberlain: [1:38:21] I was. I was also [inaudible] [Frankenstein] [inaudible 24 

1:38:23]. 25 
 26 
Jerry Fenn: [1:38:26] Yeah. Okay. All right. Well... 27 
 28 
Alyssa Chamberlain: [1:38:28] [Inaudible 1:38:28]. 29 
 30 
Male: [1:38:29] I recognized [inaudible 1:38:30]. 31 
 32 
Jerry Fenn: [1:38:30] It’s a new shirt. Well, thank you again for – it’s always nice to 33 

see you. Sure we’ll see ya again then. Well, thank you very much. Okay. 34 
Senator, the tables have turned. Last time I saw you I was appearing 35 
before you. But you were also very polite to me that day so we’re gonna 36 
give you as much time as you’d like. You’ll be the last speaker this 37 
evening so we’ll let you wrap up with whatever remarks you’d like to 38 
make. 39 

 40 
Nate Blouin: [1:38:59] Thank you, Chair. I won’t be long because I know it sounds 41 

like you’ve been here since 4 a.m. That is impressive. 42 
 43 
Male: [1:39:06] Awake since 4 a.m. 44 
 45 
Nate Blouin: [1:39:07] Oh. Okay.  46 
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 1 
Jerry Fenn: [1:39:09] Actually, working at home starting at 4 a.m. Awake before 2 

that. 3 
 4 
Nate Blouin: [1:39:13] That’s longer than I’ve been awake today so... 5 
 6 
Jerry Fenn: [1:39:15] Yeah. 7 
 8 
Nate Blouin: [1:39:16] ...I applaud that. In speaking with some folks in the audience 9 

too, they’ve been very complimentary to how you guys have run this 10 
meeting, so thank you for making this accessible for folks and we 11 
appreciate the work you’re doin’ up here. I represent 2 of the anchor 12 
communities for the Renewable Communities Act, Salt Lake City and 13 
Millcreek. And just wanna say on behalf of the folks that I represent in 14 
those communities that we are very supportive of this program moving 15 
forward. I’ve actually worked in some capacity on this program since, I 16 
think, it was passed – almost since it was passed in 2019, 2020, before 17 
my time in the Legislature. It’s really nice to see it hopefully make it to a 18 
place where it’s gonna get passed. And it is at a time where we’re 19 
hearing a lot about affordability. I think this is one way to give people 20 
some more stability in their rates, to allow for customer choice, and to 21 
hopefully bring on new, easier-to-build clean energy. This is one a the 22 
quickest ways we can get new energy on the grid as we’re worrying 23 
about how we’re gonna provide for a growing electricity demand in the 24 
coming years. It’s a great program. Really excited at all the work that 25 
has been done by all the stakeholders in this room over the last 6 years 26 
now, I guess. Hopefully this will finally come to an end and we can see 27 
some new projects get built ‘cause I think that’s really exciting. Thank 28 
you for the work you’re doin’ and, yeah, we support this effort. 29 

 30 
Jerry Fenn: [1:40:43] Thank you very much, Senator. Your former mayor, Mayor 31 

Silvestrini, was here today and testifying on behalf of the agency so he 32 
was one of our witnesses in the hearing today. And thank you very much 33 
for taking your time to come and be with us tonight. Okay. That 34 
concludes our hearing. I just wanna say by way of wrapping up we truly 35 
do appreciate you taking your time. This is a sacrifice of your own 36 
personal time. Some of you have traveled from Summit County and 37 
other places to be here this evening. I personally wanna thank you for 38 
the fact that you’ve been polite and not booed anybody. Some a the 39 
speeches were worthy of a round of rousing applause but I’m glad that 40 
we maintained the decorum. Your remarks have been very helpful. I 41 
wanna thank you for how articulate those who’ve spoke have been. And 42 
it’s very helpful to the Commission to hear the remarks that have been 43 
made. While we’ve only heard from 50 or so people, I know that you are 44 
representative. Even if you’ve spoken for yourself, there’s others in the 45 
state who feel like you so it’s very helpful to us. And we wanna thank 46 
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you sincerely for your attendance this evening. And we’re now going to 1 
close the hearing. Thank you very much. 2 

 3 
 4 
/ad 5 
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