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To: The Public Service Commission of Utah 

From: The Office of Consumer Services 

 Michele Beck, Director 

 Béla Vastag, Utility Technical Consultant 

 

Date: July 3, 2025 

Subject: Docket No. 25-035-22 – PacifiCorp 2025 IRP 

RE: OCS Comments Regarding Technical Conference Agenda Proposed 

by Rocky Mountain Power 

 

Topic – Market Purchases 

The 2025 IRP Action Plan Item 5a states: “PacifiCorp will acquire short-term firm market 

purchases for on-peak delivery from 2025-2027”.  At the technical conference please 

discuss the following issues related to Market Purchases: 

• The total capacity in MW (summer vs winter) and total MWh of market purchases 
assumed by the IRP model for the years 2025, 2026 and 2027 for the preferred 
portfolio. 
 

• The cost of market purchases assumed (per MW & per MWh) in IRP modeling for 
2025, 2026, 2027. 
 

• The total cost of market purchases (summer vs winter) for the years 2025 to 
2027, including the average $ cost per MWh (summer vs winter) for each of 
those 3 years for the preferred portfolio. 
 

• Please explain why for every IRP, going back to at least the 2019 IRP, the first 3 
years of the planning horizon always rely on market purchases to balance 
system load (see screenshots at the end of these comments).  In other words, 
considering the price risk that we now see with market purchases, why has the 
IRP modeling process consistently resulted in leaving the first 3 years of the 
subsequent IRP’s planning horizon exposed to market purchases 
(2017 IRP→2019 IRP→2021 IRP→2023 IRP→2025 IRP)? 
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