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UTAH PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
PUBLIC WITNESS HEARING
DOCKET NO. 25-035-22
OCTOBER 29, 2025

[0:00] I'd like to begin our public hearing this evening. | wanna
thank you — each of you for being here tonight, sacrificing your
personal time. We're very interested in what you have to say to
us. I'm David Clark, one of the Commissioners with the Public
Service Commission. Seated to my left is Commissioner John
Harvey. And again, we appreciate your presence here tonight.
We are here in Docket No. 25-035-22 which is PacifiCorp's
2025 Integrated Resource Plan, and we have scheduled this
time to hear statements from the public. I'd like you to know
that we've received a number of written statements that have
been provided to the Commission, and those are all part of the
record in this proceeding. And we will be recording the
proceeding this evening, and it will become part of the record
as well. So we've circulated a sign-up list. I have 13 names on
the list. [1:30] And is there anyone who intends to speak but
hasn't had a chance to sign the list — the sign-up list?

[1:39] [Inaudible 1:39] second page [inaudible 1:40].

[1:41] Okay. If you would like to speak, yes, Gary Widerburg,
standing in the doorway at the back, will be happy to take your
name and provide it to me.

[1:58] [Inaudible 1:58].
[1:59] Hm?
[2:00] [Inaudible 2:00].

[2:01] Yeah, okay. Thank you. Commissioner Harvey reminds
me that Chair Fenn — Jerry Fenn is unable to be with us tonight
and deeply regrets that he's not here, but w-, he wanted us to
assure you that he will view the recording of your statements
tonight. I will be bold enough to conjecture that many of you
have similar messages for us, and so I'd encourage you not to
be unduly repetitive. We will — if you express a position and
indicate that it's the same or similar to one that's already been
expressed in more detail, we will understand. We will accord
that equal weight. We just want to use the time as efficiently as
we can this evening. And if you're speaking on behalf of a
group, please identify the group that you represent. Otherwise,
if — when you come to the lectern here, which is where we'd
like you to stand to speak to us, please just identify yourself by

Page 1 of 21



0O JN DN B~ W -

AR PAr,PEA,PAr,DDEAPDEPE D WLLWLWIULWILWLWLWLWLWULWWENDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDDNDNDN = = ————
O X I AN WD, OOVOIANNPAWNO—RL OO NDE WD, OOXOINNONDIWND—~ONO

Commissioner Harvey:

Commissioner Clark:

Female:

Commissioner Clark:

Commissioner Harvey:

Commissioner Clark:

Commissioner Harvey:
Commissioner Clark:

Commissioner Harvey:

Commissioner Clark:

Tilden Warner:
Commissioner Clark:
Tilden Warner:
Commissioner Clark:
Tilden Warner:

Commissioner Clark:

name if you would. [3:32] And with that, unless you have
anything else, Commissioner Harvey?

[3:39] [Inaudible 3:39] there's a couple of signs [inaudible
3:42].

[3:43] Oh, I didn't see any signs. [3:45] Are — do some of you
have signs? If there are any, we're happy to take pictures of
them and put them in the record.

[3:58] You'd like to do that now?

[4:00] Yeah, that's what — we'd do that right now. If you just
wanna stand and hold them up and...

[4:05] One of our — Yvonne will take the...

[4:07] Yeah. That way you won't have to hold them
continuously.

[4:27] Make sure that this one on [inaudible 4:29].
[4:29] Right. We don't wanna forget...

[4:33] There's one on the second row back there [inaudible
4:35].

[4:35] Right. So we've captured the signs photographically. I
invite you now to just put them away, and we appreciate the
effort that you made to make them. We'd ask that you not
applaud or make other kinds of noises that would disrupt the
hearing. We wanna make sure that everyone has adequate time
to express their views to us. And the — there's a gentleman — |
think the name is Tilden Warner or Warren and — who has
asked to be first. If the rest of you will accommodate him in
that way, we'll hear from him now.

[5:37] Could I go after the [inaudible 5:38].

[5:39] Yes. If you'd come up here so we can record your voice.

[5:43] Could I go after Monopoly Man and Frankenstein?
[5:46] I'm sorry. I can't hear you.
[5:48] Could I go after Monopoly Man and Frankenstein?

[5:51] Okay.
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[5:54] So third, I guess. Okay.

[5:56] Well, all right. So first, I don't whether this is Monopoly
Man or Frankenstein or — but the last name is Myers. That's
who I have first.

[6:09] I'll go after [inaudible 6:10].

[6:10] Okay. All right. Well, why don't you — yes. Come on up
and lead the parade. And if you'd just give us your name so we
can cross it off the list. Thank you.

[6:28] Kathryn Kair.

[6:30] Thank you, Kathryn. I see you. Thank you. Please go
[ahead 6:37].

[6:37] Good evening members of the Utah Public Service
Commission. You can call me Mr. Monopoly. I'm the
billionaire owner of PacifiCorpse. I know we may not be on the
best of terms. Frankly, I don't take kindly to your principled,
evidence-based, robustly supported decision against my rate
hike earlier this year. [7:05] Commissioners, what do ya think
you're doin'? Tryin' to represent the best interest of Utahans?
Gimme a break. But hey, don't worry. It's not too late. You can
still correct this. I hired my friend here, scientist, Dr.
Frankenstein, to stitch together this monster plan. It may not be
what's in the best interest of Utahans, but it's in the best interest
of me, Mr. Monopoly. I know some of these old PacifiCorp
coal plants aren't in very good shape and certainly are not
economical, but your state is so ungrateful to me. I would
rather not invest anymore of my profits and make Utah's grid
more affordable and reliable. Thirty percent clean energy tax
credits. Two billion dollars in savings. Let them expire. [8:04]
You know what I say? One coal plant a day keeps my profits at

play.

[8:10] And with Oregon and Washington moving toward
renewable energy, who's gonna pay for all that fuel cost and
aging infrastructure for all the coal and gas left behind on the
east side of my system? Certainly not me, Mr. Monopoly, nor
my shareholders. Right? In fact, I would be most grateful if
you let me let your Utah ratepayers bear the brunt of the risks
and costs of my aging coal plant fleet. Yes, that's the dirty truth
behind Dr. Frankenstein's 2025 Integrated Resource Plan. This
is exactly how you will make it up to me from last year for
those rate hikes. So today, as Mr. Monopoly, I ask you to
please lay off PacifiCorpse. I beg you to please approve future
of rising rates, job stagnation, and best grid reliability for
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Alyssa Chamberlain:

Utahans. It's time to make things right for PacifiCorpse and my
shareholders. Commissioners, I ask you, please acknowledge
the 2025 PacifiCorpse Integrated Resource Plan. But either
way, | own your grid and it's not like you have much of a
choice. [9:38] Don't ya just love my PacifiCorpse? Thank you.

[9:45] Thank you, Ms. Kair.

[9:59] Hello. My name is Dr. Frankenstein, and I have made
this beautiful poster. Hold on. I — they wouldn't let me put Dr.
Frankenstein there and so I put this other name, Alyssa
Chamberlain. [10:18] Would you like that for the spelling or —
there you go. Yes. Okay. [10:23] Now, where were we? Yes.
My name is Dr. Frankenstein. You've probably heard of me. I
am indeed that accomplished monster creator, humble servant
of science, and occasional creator of terrible ideas that
somehow get funding. Now, today I present my newest
experiment, a plan so bold, so outdated that it defies both
science and reason. Now, Rocky Mountain Power under
PacifiCorp — or PacifiCorpse, as I like to call them — now, they
call it the 2025 Integrated Resource Plan, or IRP, but I call it
my monster. If approved, it will keep Utah's Hunter and
Huntington coal plants alive past 2040. The sky will glow a
lovely suffocating shade of gray, the bills will be high, and Mr.
Monopoly's profits will line shareholders' pockets forever.
Truly a marvel of modern regression. Now, I may — I must give
a little disclaimer. I know in the past my creations have
wreaked havoc on the world and destroyed everything and
everyone I love, but this, I assure you, will be different, I hope.

Now, let me explain my creation here. I got this [inaudible
11:43]. All right. Now, as you can see, his head extraordinary.
His brain stitched together, one from the Utah legislature and
the other from Rocky Mountain Power. They work well
together and have one thought: Coal good. Change bad. Sorry.
Now, from his mouth comes a familiar chant: All of the above,
whatever that means. But yes, the lullaby of indecision. It
sounds balanced until you realize it means more of everything
except progress. Now, his heart is a beautiful lump of black
gold — I mean coal. Shiny coal and unaffordable, beats to the
rhythm of ever-increasing electricity rates. Ka-ching, ka-ching.
Now, his lungs are coated with black dust. I call it black lung,
Beautiful, yes. Just like Representative Colin Jack has said,
"You can think of them, if you wish, as big giant air filters that
make electricity." Now, his arms are the smokestacks of Hunter
and Huntington. They should be dead by now, but I have
stitched them to my monster and I'm keeping them alive for
another 20 years of toxic smoke. His hands are glowing
radioactive and holding 2 documents here. See, one is radio-,
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one is danger-free nuclear plants. Danger free. That's a joke.
And the other is Crypto Confidential, a memo for coal power
data centers that will drink up Utah's precious water.

Too many papers. Okay. Now, his stomach. You see, this is
important. As you can see, money goes into his mouth, and
then after it gets put into the pockets of those who matter, it
comes [inaudible 13:48] Mr. Monopoly here. Now, it comes
down and it gets transformed into toxic runoff, coal ash, and
greenhouse gases. Oh, I love that stuff. Now, beneath him are
his legs composed — or decomposed on top of piles of money
supported by shareholders and lobbyists and the fine art of
pretending it's all inevitable. On the floor of my lab here are
some things that I rejected like geothermal solar storage, social
cost of carbon, and SCR equipment and filtration systems and
stuff. We don't need that. Too practical. Too efficient. Too
humane and non-monster like. Now, look at this. We can still
use carbon capture technology which isn't in itself energy
intensive. So we can burn more coal to clean up after it. Win,
win. [14:47] Am [ right? A win for me, that is.

Now, Commissioners, my 2025 IRP creation is a monster, but
it's polite, well funded, and it comes with its own press release.
Now, you do have the power to stop this IRP before it grows
stronger. You could tell PacifiCorpse to go back to the lab and
to build something clean and affordable and real, but that
would ruin my plans, you see, and my nightmares would not
become reality. So please, acknowledge the 2025 IRP if you
want to bring this monster to life and keep burning fossil fuels.
Oh, fossil fuels. They make me feel alive. So let's keep burning
them. Yes, I beg you. Don't say no. Acknowledge the 2025 IRP
and let's deny Utahans a future worth living in. Thank you.

[15:51] Thank you. I can't resist the temptation to wish you
Happy Halloween. Mr. Myers, I think, are we ready for you
now or is there...

[16:03] The one who has a broken leg [inaudible 16:07].

[16:09] Oh, I'm sorry. Yeah, Tilden. [16:13] Is it Warner or
Warren?

[16:15] Warner.
[16:16] Warner. Thank you. Thanks, John.
[16:35] All right. Good evening, Commissioners. | wanna

thank you for having me, as well as thank you all for letting me
go ahead 'cause of my injury. My leg is starting to hurt. But I
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Commissioner Clark:

Jane Myers:

am Tilden Warner. I am from Arlington, Washington, and I am
a student here in Salt Lake City at the University of Utah. I've
recently broken my leg as by the crutches, and yet I'm still here
to insist that you reject the Rocky Mountain's 2025 Integrated
Power Plan. And while I have not lived here in Salt Lake City
and while I was not born here, I have lived in the area of Sandy
as well as Duchesne County for many of my forming years,
and I've visited the Great Salt Lake and Salt Lake City many
times. And I've lived in the surrounding states of Idaho and
Wyoming, and I was — I would always come down for concerts
and for family. And I have fallen in love with this city. [ am. I
am in love with this city. And this plan — the Integrated Power
Plan — it would increase carbon emissions here in Salt Lake,
drying up the Great Salt Lake, which gives its city its
namesake.

There used to be 17 islands in the Great Salt Lake, and now
there are none. They're all connected by land bridges. And
mind you, there were 17 islands in 2010. Now there are none.
And by the time I have kids and they're born here and they
grow up, there may be no lake at all. This plan will add to an
already growing problem: the death of the Great Salt Lake, our
city's namesake, like I've said. The carbon emissions of this
plan will add — will dry up the Great Salt Lake. And if you are
all unaware, the salt lake acts as a heat sink and makes our
climate more moderate. Without it, it'll lead to hotter summers
and colder winters. And those with injuries like myself, it's
really hard to get around on the snow and it's very difficult.
And those with disabilities will have an even harder time
getting around. And not only that, but it will affect the
constituents, the citizens of Salt Lake City. It'll affect Utah as a
whole as well, adding to the climate crisis. I just wanna say that
a better world is possible, and it starts with rejecting the Rocky
Mountain's Integrated Power Plan. I wanna thank you for
having me.

[19:08] Thank you, Mr. Warner. Now, Ms. Myers, please.

[19:23] Good evening, Mr. Commissioners. And I'm Jane
Myers. I'm from West Jordan, Utah. I am speaking against the
2025 RP — IRP project, the Docket 25-035-22. After reading
the proposal to keep dirty coal electrical generators online and
not converting them to either natural gas, solar, geothermal, or
wind, I realized that you don't include the cost of pollution with
health costs for pregnant women, those with asthma, or those
with black lung disease. You prioritize the returns to investors.
It doesn't seem ethical to sell coal from one of the companies
owned by an owner of the utility to another company,
especially since it is not that — since it is that coal that is dirtier
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and more expensive than other sources. It is especially
unethical when it nor-, ignores the air quality of the State or to
pass — or states and the increased need for transmission lines
with the new Al and Bitcoin demands.

Last year, the Company tried to pass on the coast of the fi-,
cost of the fires from one state to all of the others in that
system. [20:42] What will be next? Wind and solar have the
cheapest average cost related to energy sources relevant to
Utah. If that wind and solar is distributed around the State, they
are reliable, especially when backed up by batteries. Clouds
rarely cover the whole state. Wind is pretty constant next to our
mountains when it goes both directions during the day. Wind is
37 mile — $37/MWHh, solar is 38 megawatt hour — $38/MWh,
and gas combined cycle is $48/MWh. Geothermal is
$66/MWh, and coal is a whopping $71/MWh, not including
any of the costs of the increased contributions to climate
change, the increase of miscarriages on bad air days in Salt
Lake City, and the cost of asthma health-related costs from
dirty air. Both of my — both I — I have asthma. My husband has
COPD. I can see that so-, the children that I used to teach, a lot
of them had asthma. It's increasing in the Salt Lake Valley, not
going down. And that will only increase with this plan. [22:17]
Remember the black buildings in Europe and the US when coal
was used primarily? Those will be our lungs. Thank you.

[22:29] Thank you. Next is Caroline Gleich.

[22:35] Yes, you got it. Thank you. Good evening,
Commissioners. [22:45] Can you hear me? Is it on?

[22:47] I don't think it is on.

[22:48] [Inaudible 22:48] sorry about that [inaudible 22:52]
had to adjust it. All right. Good afternoon, Commissioners. My
name is Caroline Gleich, and I'm a proud Utahan from Summit
County. I've worked on energy and environmental policy from
the Governor's Office to the local, state, and federal levels. And
I'm here today as a Rocky Mountain Power customer who
cares deeply about keeping energy affordable, reliable, and
future ready for Utah families. And unfortunately Rocky
Mountain Power's 2025 IRP fails that test. It removes
retirement dates fro-, for its coal plans and keeps Hunter and
Huntington running well past 2030 even though the Company's
own modeling shows that retiring Hunter by 2030 is lower cost
for customers. Utahans have already seen their electricity
prices rise about 15 percent in the past year, and 1 in 4
households struggles to pay their bill. We can't afford more
short-sighted decisions that lock us into higher costs and
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greater risk. The plan also ignores real world growth. It leaves
out new demand from data centers and assumes rooftop solar
incentives will last forever, which they won't. When those
credits expire, Utah will face a supply gap and higher prices.

Utah likes to talk about an all-of-the-above energy policy, but
this plan does the opposite. We could be adding 400 megawatts
of new solar through an ext-, expedited RFP, taking advantage
of federal incentives before they expire, and investing in Utah-
made geothermal energy, always-on, reliable power from
Beaver, Millard, and Emery Counties that keeps money and
jobs here at home. And a high renewables pathway could
create 20,000 new jobs and $100 million in local tax revenue
for Utah communities. And recently I met 2 Utah coalminers,
[Brandon 24:56] and Mike, who said that they would love to
take new jobs installing rooftop solar tomorrow if these jobs
existed. This is what the IRP should be about, keeping jobs, not
locking us into the past. And as Utahans, we've always been
leaders, not followers, planning ahead, reducing risk, and
keeping power affordable. So I urge you, the Commission, to
ensure that any plan follows the least cost/least risk standard
and diversifies with solar storage, geothermal, and efficiency to
manage risk and to keep our bills down. For these reasons, |
respectfully ask you to decline to acknowledge the 2025 IRP
and require an update that protects Utah ratepayers. Thank you
so much for your time and service on this issue.

[25:48] Thank you.
[25:49] Thank you.
[25:53] Chrissy Richards is next.

[26:05] Good evening, Commissioners. My name is Chrissy
Richards. I live here in Salt Lake City, and I do represent a
group which is the human race. As a human, as a mom, [ want
to speak to you in my opposition for the IRP plan. And you
don't need to answer, but I'm curious if you have heard of a
woman named Eunice Foote. She's often left out of history, but
she was a scientist. And back in 1856 — okay — 1856, 170 years
ago — proved that burning coal increases the temperature on
planet Earth. A hundred and seventy years of science saying
that we know that coal is actually detrimental to the planet
essentially. Coal wasn't good back then. It started the negative
effects right away, but we had limited understanding. Scientists
understood it, but more broadly, we didn't. And we also had
limited better options. That was 170 years ago. For a long time
now, we've known better as a [inaudible 27:21] society. We all
know this. We also have better options. They are cheaper. They
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Commissioner Clark:

Commissioner Harvey:

are more reliable. They bring jobs to Utah. And the — and that's
all just not even including the human cost. It's cheaper
according to their own calculations, and that — those
calculations don't even consider people's lungs, the health of
the planet, the health of our children and their children's
children. These problems only compound. Once carbon is
released into the atmosphere, it doesn't go back. It only
compounds. It only accelerates.

So we know better. We have better. And we're —what we're
looking for now is better leadership, leadership that says we
understand now and have for a long time that there's a better
path and we're gonna take that better path. I drive — all travel
costs energy. Knowing that, I choose an electric car even
though I have a pretty limited budget. I'm a school teacher. I
don't have lots of money. I bought a budget electric car so |
could at least do my part in keeping our air clean and stopping
extra carbon being released into the atmosphere to stop — to do
my part in preventing climate change. I own electric
appliances. My lawnmower is plug-in. All of that electric
products that people should buy and should use is dirty energy.
It's dirty energy if the electric grid is powered by coal. And it
leaves consumers and citizens and humans no choice but to use
dirty energy if our grid is powered through dirty energy. Give
people — give our citizens the power to choose whether they
wanna be dirty or clean in their energy use by providing a clean
grid so that we can actually have clean energy use based on our
purchases.

Most importantly, I'm here as a mom. I have 3 children. Their
names are [Holland, Beckett, and Clementine 29:38]. [ wanna
be able to honestly look at them and say, "Utah is not old
fashioned. Utah is not backwards. Utah cares about science.
Utah is leading the way in geothermal energy. You kids have a
bright future here. You don't need to move elsewhere to live a
healthy sustainable life. You can have it right here. You're
gonna have clean air because we're not burning coal anymore.
We're gonna have clean energy to use. And you're gonna have
jobs right here in clean energy sector." And I wanna give them
that hope. And it's really hard to look at my kids and honestly
tell them that Utah is a good place to live, that their future can
be bright here when our leadership is well behind the times
when it comes to science, public opinion, and just best
practices when it comes to protecting the planet, the people that
live on it. And those are my comments. Thank you.

[30:41] Thank you very much.

[30:42] Thank you.
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[30:44] The next name that I see is Joan E-U-T-W-something.
You'll have to help me. Maybe you...

[30:56] Entwistle, E-N-T-W-I-S-T-L-E.
[31:00] Oh, Entwistle.

[31:01] Entwistle, like the guitar player from The Who. Yeah.
Anyway...

[31:07] Thank you.
[31:08] Is this working? Okay.
[31:09] It's working.

[31:10] Hi. All right. So I'm Joan Entwistle. I live up in Park
City, Summit County. I'm retired. I moved to Utah when |
retired in 2019 because I love the beautiful outdoors here in
Utah and I love the snowy winters. I recently learned that at the
current rate of decrease in annual snowfall here, Utah will have
snowless winters by the 2060s, and I found the scientist — that
scientist from UVU t-, is the person who I heard that from last
night. The snowpack is our water supply. [31:44] Where will it
come from? Already Utah is 2 degrees warmer than in 1980.
Our water supply is evaporating more each year. This is why
we must insist that Rocky Mountain Power reinstate
procurement of clean renewable energy immediately. Instead,
RMP is no longer investing and trying to get more money out
of its coal lines and facilities. It uses mysterious black box
models that do not consider the health costs of its dirty
emissions. One in 5 people in the world die of — as a result of
burning of fossil fuels. Producing electricity from coal is the h-,
is also the highest deaths per terawatt of any type of electric
generation. I learned that at Utah Energy Week 2 weeks ago.

Only 2 years ago, Rocky Mountain Power actually submitted
an IRP that called for the retirement of their coal plants, but
now — and even now the states around us are procuring 90 to
95 percent of their new generation from renewables and
batteries. Renewals — renewables, according to one study,
could be up to 90 to 95 percent of the electric supply in
Southern Utah without increasing cost or losing reliability.
[33:05] Why is this not the plan? [33:08] Why, when Utah has
derisked wildfire liability, is it too risky to invest now in
energy that is ready to go? [33:16] Why was it too risky to
invest in shovel-ready renewable projects to get the tax credits
and save millions for Utah's taxpayers — ratepayers rather?
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Joan Entwistle:

Commissioner Clark:

Joan Entwistle:

Commissioner Clark:

Garrett Barton:

Anyway, the — in the US, our forests are burning, our cities are
flooding, and our water supply is decreasing here in Utah. We
can't wait 7 or more years just to get 500 megawatts of nuclear
maybe. We all know how nuclear — it's a brand-new
technology. We have — why they would be counting on that is
— as part of our supply is beyond me. Commissioners, please
reject this plan. Thank you. And I will submit to the docket
some of the documents I got recently on — that were provided
by the Utah Val-, Utah State University department. Thank
you.

[34:10] You can leave'm here with...

[34:12] I wanna hold on to them.

[34:14] Oh, all right.

[34:15] But I will submit it with the [inaudible 34:17].
[34:18] You can email them to us or...

[34:19] Yeah.

[34:20] That would be fine.

[34:21] Okay.

[34:21] Thank you very much. Next is Garrett Barton.

[34:37] All right. Thank you, Commissioners. My name is
Garrett Barton. I live in Murray, Utah. As a lifelong Utah
resident, I have an interest in protecting my home. I stand
against this IRP. I agree with the aforementioned points
regarding the threat that climate change poses to the Great Salt
Lake. I would also add that besides the risks that coal and other
fossil fuels pose to our clean air, the drying of the Great Salt
Lake would result in the spread of toxic dust such as arsenic
that are found in the lakebed of the Great Salt Lake. As
someone who has considered raising children in the Valley, the
thought of having my future children exposed to these
chemicals gives me pause to raise a family along the Wasatch
Front. Even discounting the environmental and health impacts,
it just makes sense economically to pave the way for renewable
energy such as wind and solar. As the rest of the world
commits to clean energy, it makes little sense to double down
on the finite resource that is fossil fuels. As China leads the
way now as the largest exporter of solar energy, I would argue
that Utah should strive to be a leader in clean energy in order to
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Commissioner Clark:
Commissioner Harvey:

Commissioner Clark:

Commissioner Harvey:

Commissioner Clark:

Kenzie Matagi:

stay competitive on the world stage rather than being left
behind by committing to outdated energy solutions. Thank you.

[36:01] Thank you.
[36:02] Thank you.

[36:08] The next name is a challenge for me to read I'm afraid.
I — it may start with an L or an S and followed by an A. [36:20]
And it's — is that helping you at all? S-, anyone who...

[36:32] Anyone who thinks they [walked in with 36:33] this
last gentleman?

[36:35] Yeah. I wish I could read this, but all I —it's either L or
S and then A and then maybe an N, then an L. The last name
might end with T-C-H. [36:53] Ringing any bells here? What
I'm gonna propose to do is we'll go to the next one. We only
have 3 left, and then if you've been left out, we'll know by
elimination that it was just my poor eyesight that was holding
us back here. But the next name I can read is Kenzie Matagi.

[37:28] Okay. Hello. I wanna start off by saying that [ second
all environmental concerns that have been mentioned: the
concerns for this plan's effect on vulnerable populations like
the elderly, the disabled, pregnant people, people who already
have health conditions such as asthma, the air quality, etc., and
then the overall fact that coal should definitely be on its way
towards being obsolete. It's baffling to me that coal is even still
in the conversation. I definitely believe that it's been on the
decline in its usage here in the US for a very good reason, and I
would hope that it would continue to be on kind of a way
down. But anyway, hello. My name is Makenzie Matagi, and
I'm a Utahan, born and raised. I am from both Midvale and
South Jordan and recently moved into my first-ever place here
in Salt Lake City. I am a 19-year-old student here, and I have a
huge family and friend ties here to Utah.

I'm here today as a Rocky Mountain Power customer and a
Utah resident myself to ask you, the Utah Public Service
Commission, to reject Rocky Mountain Power's 2025
Integrated Resource Plan. As public servants, I'm sure that I
don't even need to remind you the extent to which people not
only here in Utah but nationwide are concerned, worried, and
fearful of rising costs of living. Utahans are already struggling
with power bills. As already stated, the US Census reported 1
in 4 Utahans cannot afford to pay their electric bill in full as is,
and this plan will make that worse. So I urge you to not make
things harder on us Utahans in general, but especially maybe
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Commissioner Harvey:
Commissioner Clark:

Natalie Diltz:

Commissioner Harvey:
Commissioner Clark:
Pam Maehr:
Commissioner Harvey:
Commissioner Clark:

Pam Macehr:

not right as I'm starting to pay my own power bill myself.
Thank you.

[39:08] Thank you.
[39:09] Thank you very much. Natalie Diltz.

[39:22] Hello. Good evening, Commissioners. My name is
Natalie, and I am from South Salt Lake. And I — and I'm here
today to ask you, the Utah Public Service Commission, to
reject Rocky Mountain Power's 2025 IRP. This sham of a plan
is only delaying the inevitable. These coal plants must retire.
By RMP's own admission, retiring Hunter by 2030 is the
lower-cost option, not to mention that renewable energy
investments can still qualify for the ITC and the PTC, which is
the Invecs-, Investment Tax Credit and the Production Tax
Credits from federal funding. [40:03] Why are we leaving 30
percent value in tax credits on the table and relying on
antiquated technologies that acts-, actively harm our health?
Clean renewable options are more affordable, better for the
environment, and overall — overwhelmingly the future Utahans
want. [ want future generations of Utahans to grow up with a
livable environment where they can afford their energy bills
and the air hasn't been polluted by coal.

That's as much as I had written down, but I'd just like to add
that people who live near coal plants have higher rates of
cancer. They struggle to — sorry. They have soot on the walls of
their buildings. They have health complications beyond that.
And I think that it would be a disservice to continue burning
coal when we have other options available. They are cheaper.
[41:02] And that — why are we — why is — are we accepting
Rocky Mountain Power's decision to essentially throw in the
towel for the next 15 to 20 years when they could be investing
now for all of our futures? So I ask that you please do not
acknowledge their plan, and thank you.

[41:24] Thank you.

[41:24] Thank you. Next is Pam — it may be Match or Mache.
[41:34] Machr.

[41:34] Machr.

[41:35] Maehr. Oh, M-A-E-H-R?

[41:39] Yep.
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Commissioner Clark:

Pam Maehr:

Commissioner Clark:

Commissioner Harvey:

Commissioner Clark:

Commissioner Harvey:

Commissioner Clark:

Commissioner Harvey:

Commissioner Clark:

Commissioner Harvey:

[41:40] Thank you.

[41:46] Well, everyone here has pr-, covered pretty much
everything I wanted to say. But I will just add that I feel like
it's really a shame for them to throw away the tax credits that
are already on the board. That's like throwin' away $200 billion
in funds. And I have solar panels on my home. I've had them
for over 10 years now. I love them, and obviously I got them
because I believe in clean air. You can see every day that
climate change is real just from all of the fires and hurricanes.
And looks what's going on right now over in Jamaica or the
fires in California that have devastated whole neighborhoods.
So I always have tried to stay on the clean energy side. I have a
daughter that has asthma, and she left Utah over 15 years ago
because of the horrible air here. And she has completely gotten
off of her inhalers since leaving here, so that's a story in itself. I
use electric lawnmowers and electric trimmers in my yard. I
love the great outdoors. I talk to my neighbors, and I know how
high their utility bills already are, and everybody's already
trying to decide whether they put food on the table or pay their
bills.

The coal needs to go. I agree with the girl that just said before
she can't believe that it's even on the table. It shouldn't be. They
said themselves that it was the cheapest way to go. Clean
energy is cheaper. It's quieter. It's — they've got good paying
jobs. It's a mistake, and I hope that you will oppose the 2025
IRP.

[43:47] Thank you very much.
[43:48] Thank you.

[43:50] Is there another list that's been completed? Okay. Gary,
why don't you bring that up.

[43:57] So you can ask if anybody that was here early hasn't
gone so you can [inaudible 44:00].

[44:05] Okay.

[44:08] [Inaudible 44:08].

[44:12] So just for your information, so we'll hear from Kattie
— Katie rather, Pappas, Stan Holmes, Beckham Carver, Emma
Verhamme, and then the person who's name I can't read.

[44:32] Does that help you know who you are?

[44:38] Apparently not.
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Commissioner Clark:

Katie Pappas:

Commissioner Clark:
Commissioner Harvey:
Commissioner Clark:

Stan Holmes:

[44:39] Okay. Well, let's — we'll hear from Katie Pappas first.

[44:59] Hi. Thank you. My name is Katie Pappas. I'm a
longtime customer of Rocky Mountain Power. I live in Salt
Lake City, and I'm speaking in opposition to Rocky Mountain
Power's 2025 IRP. While concerned residents all over the
West, myself included, are adopting residential clean energy
sources at our own expense, it doesn't make sense for Rocky
Mountain Power to cling to dirty expensive fossil fuel sources
for the next 20 years. Modeling has shown that continuing
coal-fired power is more expensive than clean renewable
energy. At a time when inflation and utility bills are rising,
many are already struggling to pay their bills. Utah already has
some of the dirtiest air in the county threatening all of our
health. As I've said in previous comments to this Commission,
Rocky Mountain Power should be required to set achievable
and specific climate-mitigating goals. The 2024 passage of
Senate Bill 161, Energy Security Amendments, by the Utah
legislature opened the door to continue operating obsolete coal-
fired power plants, but Rocky Mountain Power should follow
and take its queues from science and best practices, not the
Utah legislature. Just because you can do something doesn't
mean you should. With federal dollars available and more
options than ever before, including geothermal, now is the time
to move away from coal.

In your deliberations, I'm asking you to reject Rocky Mountain
Power's 2025 IRP. Please consider what's in the best interest of
the public both now and in the future. Reliable renewable
energy sources are better for our health, our pocketbook, and
the environment. Thank you.

[47:03] Thank you.
[47:03] Thank you.
[47:05] Stan Holmes, please.

[47:22] Good evening, Commissioners. And thank you for this
public hearing and for taking my public comment on behalf of
Utah Citizens Advocating Renewable Energy, UCARE. I'm
Stan Holmes, outreach coordinator. As you've heard, the Rocky
Mountain Power PacifiCorp 2025 IRP for Utah is flawed, and
it should not be acknowledged as valid, fair, or by any stretch
acceptable. Here are some reasons why: It should not be
considered valid because it fails to include all stakeholder input
submitted during the public input meetings period. For
example, UCARE submitted a stakeholder input form 3 weeks
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before the final PIM meeting. Our input form does not appear
in Appendix M of the final 2025 IRP, nor are our coal supply-
related concerns addressed in the IRP. How many other
stakeholder inputs were shelved, we wonder. RMP should be
required to publish an addendum that includes all stakeholder
input forms received on time but not acknowledged in the IRP.
The coal supply concerns we raised include safety issues over
mines being reopened or expanded to feed RMP coal plants,
though export competition from Wolverine Fuels may drive up
the price for RMP customers. PacifiCorp still has a financial
interest in the Fossil Rock Mine, newly reopened despite
faulting and mine water issues and with ancillary support from
the Utah Inland Port Authority. I hope that the DPU is free to
talk about this in its next PacifiCorp coal audit.

And while RMP PacifiCorp wants to run its Emery County
coal plants to 2040 and beyond, other regional utilities see that
propping up coal is a losing proposition. Idaho Power recently
shut down a coal plant in Nevada and is passing along the
projected savings to its customers in Oregon. Yes, utility
customers in Oregon stand to see a 1 percent rate reduction, a
rate decrease in Oregon while RMP's customers in Utah are
girding to fight the next rate hike. [49:48] Is that fair? IRP
validity and fairness are also called into question by RMP
seeking preferential expedited treatment to purchase power
from a proposed Natrium nuclear plant in Wyoming that might
provide power in 2032. That, while the Company has opposed
time-urgent treatment to acquire expiring tax credits for shovel-
ready clean renewable energy projects to benefit Utahans.
[50:20] And who would benefit from the controversial nuclear
plant in Wyoming? According to RMP, Wyoming could gain
3200 construction jobs, $32 million in construction-related tax
revenue, and Wyoming might see $160 million dollars in
property taxes over 40 years. But Wyoming legislators don't
want the nuclear waste. Perhaps Governor Cox will import it as
part of Operation Giga-What. [50:48] What about any real
Utah benefits? We don't know because the actual costs and
benefits of buying Natrium nuclear power are cloaked in
secrecy, hidden behind shields of confidentiality. The IRP
reads that "the specific cost and performance assumptions for
the Natrium project are confidential and not summarized in the
supply-side resource table." Yet Natrium nuclear somehow
makes it into the preferred portfolio. [51:19] That's valid?

[ urge RMP ratepayers to look at a compan-, at the Company
documents in PSC Docket 25-035-55. That's RMP's request for
a waiver to fast track a power purchase agreement for nuclear
power. Confidential this, redacted that. The information that
we really want isn't there, at least not to the general public. So
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Commissioner Clark:

Commissioner Harvey:

Stan Holmes:
Commissioner Harvey:
Stan Holmes:
Commissioner Harvey:
Stan Holmes:
Commissioner Clark:

Beckham Carver:

Oregon gets a rate reduction, Wyoming gets jobs, Utah gets a
big trust us, our coal habit, and future rate increases. But the
IRP assumes Utahans will keep paying for RMP's climate-
changing fossil fuels, even when covering its wildfire
insurance as Utah homeowners lose ours. In the recent rate
case proceeding, the PSC wisely decided not to charge Utah
customers for PacifiCorp's wildfire losses in other states.
[52:20] Why then should PacifiCorp be allowed to keep its
RMP half mired in coal while the Western half, Pacific Power,
moves forward? We remain PacifiCorp's carbon sump. Using a
Charlie Brown analogy, we're the corporate pigpen. It ain't
right. There's much more. We could talk about the conspicuous
absence of Utah geothermal in the IRP. Fervo's Project Red in
Nevada is already producing. Fervo Utah could be producing
100 megawatts next year, 400 megawatts in 2028. We could
talk about the IRP's incorporation of carbon capture and
sequestration. That may be a pet project for PacifiCorp's CEO
and Enchant Energy, but we see it as an energy consumptive
ruse to keep burning coal. That's enough for now. Thanks for
abiding this comment, and I hope that you will take it to heart
and mind and give the 2025 IRP a thumbs down. Thank you.

[53:25] Thank you.

[53:26] Just one quick question. [53:28] What's the size of the
membership of UCARE?

[53:32] The size of membership of UCARE.

[53:35] Just approximately.

[53:43] Could you hand that to Commissioner Harvey, please?
[53:48] Thank you. Okay.

[53:51] Thanks for the opportunity [inaudible 53:52].

[53:58] Thank you, Mr. Holmes. Now, Beckham Carver.

[54:10] Good evening, Commission. I'm Beckham Carver, a
South Salt Lake resident, born in St. George, and a proud
lifetime resident of the Rockies. I was actually in Wyoming for
the last bit, but I've been back and forth between Salt Lake and
Wyoming my whole life. I'm also a Rocky Mountain Power
customer. I'm here representing myself. I don't have too much
to add at this point. I'll try to be brief, but I'm actually a
Berkshire Hathaway shareholder, so you'd think being invested
in them, I'm happy to see corners cut and see my rates increase.
Sadly, I'm not. It hasn't been enjoyable to watch them go up.
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Commissioner Harvey:

Commissioner Clark:

Emma Verhamme:
Commissioner Clark:

Emma Verhamme:

And I find it almost comical as a public servant to choose to
support this plan and not push back against RMP. We have a
great opportunity here to push back against them and kick it
back and ask for something better.

Their own modeling shows that the 2025 IRP goes against the
lowest cost standards. They're literally choosing a more
expensive path for Utahans, and we're just gonna vote yes on
that and pay for it. We're leaving billions in federal funding on
the table, giving RMP a get out of jail free card on their
mismanagement and continued investment in fossil fuels. I
don't see a single common sense argument for voting for it at
this point. I guess I could see some: campaign donations,
listening to profit-motivated lobbyists, increasing share prices,
maybe just the love of coal. Let our democracy work for the
public and work for Utahans. I'm asking you not to
acknowledge the 2025 Integrated Resource Plan. Thank you.

[55:26] Thank you.

[55:26] Thank you. Emma Verhamme. [55:45] Did I say your
name right? [55:46] Or would you say it for us, please, so we
have it?

[55:49] My name is Emma Verhamme.
[55:51] Verhamme. Thank you.

[55:53] And I live here in Salt Lake City in the Rose Park
neighborhood. I am a taxpayer and a Rocky Mountain Power
ratepayer. I'm here today to ask you, Commissioners, to reject
Rocky Mountain Power's 2025 Integrated Resource Plan. I'm
expecting my first daughter here soon in the next few weeks,
and in the past 8 months, I've had to rethink everything about
my life and my future and what I will be giving my daughter.
My husband and I have painstakingly shopped for everything
from daycares to laundry detergent, trying to find what is safest
and what's best for our daughter. Honestly, these things are
easy to shop for, especially compared to some realities that are
much harder and more heartbreaking for me to face. I know
that I'm not giving her the same world that I was born into. She
will be facing more air pollution, a more volatile climate, and a
tougher economy including increased energy costs. That's why
I'm here today, to tell you how the shortcomings of RMP's IRP
will affect me, my daughter, and all the other Rocky Mountain
Power ratepayers in Utah.

First of all, this plan removes retirement dates for all their coal
plants. This is concerning to me because it was RMP's own
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Commissioner Harvey:

Commissioner Clark:

Commissioner Harvey:

Commissioner Clark:

modeling that showed that retiring the Hunter plant in 2030 is
the lowest cost option compared to continuing its operation.
[57:37] So who's gonna pay for that choice then when price —
fuel prices increase? It's gonna be the ratepayers. Secondly, this
plan puts too much emphasis on nuclear and meanwhile says
nothing about geothermal. Nuclear has proven to be way too
expensive, and it still has several unaddressed safety and waste
concerns. If nuclear energy does work out in our state, it will
be a long way down the road. On the other hand, geothermal is
actually more economical, and we already have some plants
here in Utah generating energy. It's reliable, it's always on, it's
carbon free, and it's clean. [58:18] So why not invest in it?
[58:20] Why isn't Rocky Mountain Power looking into that? I
used to always think that clean energy was just too expensive
and the reason that we didn't want to transition is because it
would cost ratepayers too much money, but now I'm looking at
this IRP and I'm looking at Rocky Mountain Power's own
modeling showing that it will be cheaper to retire coal, and I'm
starting to wonder if it's not that clean energy will cost
ratepayers too much money, but it's because clean energy is
actually going to eat into PacifiCorp's profits and that's why we
can't transition.

[58:54] So Commissioners, I'm asking you who do you
represent? [58:59] Do you represent the people of Utah
including me and my daughter? [59:03] Or do you represent
the interests of PacifiCorp? I can't put clean air and reliable and
affordable energy on my baby shower registry, so that's why
I'm here asking you, Pacifi-, Public Service Commission, to
represent the needs and wants of the people and reject Rocky
Mountain Power's disappointing and seemingly self-serving
Integrated Resource Plan. Thank you.

[59:29] Thank you.

[59:30] Thank you. So we have one additional person to hear
from. It's — but it's the person whose name I can't quite make
out. [59:43] Is there someone that signed the list that hasn't
been invited to speak yet?

[59:51] I guess they left.

[59:57] All right. [59:58] So have we concluded — is there
anyone else that desires to address the Commission before we
adjourn our hearing this evening? Again, I wanna thank you for
myself but also for Commissioner Harvey and Chair Fenn
who's — who will watch these proceedings, for taking your
precious time to prepare statements for us and to come and
deliver them. They're important. I wanna emphasize again that
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Commissioner Harvey:
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the statements that you provide the Commission in writing —
perhaps you already have provided them or will yet — they
become part of the record. Also, we read them and we're
mindful of them. And again, thank you for coming tonight.
That will conclude our hearing, and we are now adjourned.

[1:01:06] Thank you.
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