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1 message

Bethany Kanten <bethanykanten@gmail.com> Wed, Sep 17, 2025 at 8:18 PM
To: psc@utah.gov

Dear Public Service Commission, 

My name is Bethany Kanten, I was born and raised in Utah and am now a homeowner and resident in
Millcreek. I’m writing to comment on Docket No: 25-035-52, Utah Clean Energy’s Request for Expedite
Investigatory Docket and Agency Action. 

I support this request. My background is in finance and energy both within the US and Internationally, so I
can speak to the immense impact that incentives like the tax credits can have on accelerating Utah’s
ability to build more energy faster, and to the billions of dollars these tax credits will save Utah consumers
in the years to come. Utah needs large amounts of cheap, reliable, and clean electricity and enabling
more projects to take advantage of the tax credits before they expire will be a leap forward in Utah
achieving this goal. 

Best,

Bethany 

Resident of Millcreek, Volunteer with Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL) 
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Docket No. 25-035-52
1 message

Laura Livnat <laura.livnat@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 18, 2025 at 8:05 AM
To: psc@utah.gov

With our energy prices scheduled to sky rocket in the next year, it is very important we fast track clean energy sources
while they are cost effective. The Legislature was short sighted in forcing coal plants scheduled to close, to remain open.
That decision will cost taxpayers dearly! We should take advantage of clean energy projects before the tax credits expire.
Please stop wasting my money Utah, and get busy working for a cost effective future!

Laura Livnat
84106
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Docket No: 25-035-52. Utah Clean Energy’s Request for Expedited Investigatory
Docket and Agency Action
1 message

K. Emmerich <atomicquailranch@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 18, 2025 at 8:28 AM
To: psc@utah.gov

Greetings,  

I am emailing to comment on Docket No: 25-035-52, Utah Clean Energy’s Request for Expedited Investigatory Docket
and Agency Action.

 Basin and Range Watch is a 501(c)(3) non-profit working to conserve the deserts of Nevada, Utah, Arizona
and California and to educate the public about the diversity of life, culture, and history of the ecosystems and
wild lands of the desert.

We request that the commission consider the environmental and community impacts of large-scale energy
before approving a measure that would open an “expedited investigatory docket” that would allow energy developers
to “fast-track” projects in the narrow window before the tax credits expire.

Large-scale solar energy needs a large amount of land to produce a commercially viable amount of energy in the
commercial market. Projects can span up to 10,000 acres or more in order to sell power to utilities. They can have the
following impacts on the environment and communities:

1, Projects disturb so much land (up to 15 square miles)that they produce large amounts of fugitive dust in arid regions.
Dust can impact public  health and cause conditions like valley fever for local residents.

2. Projects spanning 10 square miles need large amounts of water to control dust. It averages about 1,000 acre feet per
3,000 acres. This can impact local aquifers.

3. Projects like this cut off access to public lands if they are sited on federal or state lands.

4. Solar projects require lithium battery storage which will place about 25 acres of lithium battery banks on the site of a
project. Lithium  can be dangerous  and catch fire. A "thermal runaway" fire can burn for days, even weeks and create
toxic smoke, pollute the watershed, and close down an adjacent road for days.

5. Solar projects have been determined to cause a heat island effect raising temperatures up to 3-4 degrees C.  (The
Photovoltaic Heat Island Effect: Larger solar power plants increase local temperatures | Scientific Reports)

6. Solar and wind projects hurt wildlife. Solar takes out ten square miles of habitat for species like desert tortoise, sage
grouse, burrowing owls, pronghorn, bighorn sheep, golden eagles, migrating birds and several species of raptors. Solar
creates a "lake effect" which can kill birds by collision. They also cause invasive weeds which can increase fire risk.
Herbicides are often used to control weed outbreaks and herbicides can enter the watershed. 

7. Solar and wind projects lower the property values of any residents living near them. In Desert Center, California,
residents are now surrounded by big solar projects and can't sell their homes even with 50 percent sale price reductions. 

8. Solar and wind projects are visually intrusive and hurt local tourism for local communities .

8. These projects often destroy archeology sites and cultural landscapes valued by indigenous people. .

Fast tracking proposals for projects that need over 10 square miles of land compromises the review that can be essential
for protecting environmental resources and local communities. 

Thank you,
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Kevin Emmerich
Basin and Range Watch
775-764-1080
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Docket No: 25-035-52 Utah Clean Energy’s Request for Expedited Investigatory
Docket and Agency Action, Jean Lown 9/18/2025
1 message

Jean Lown <jean.lown@usu.edu> Thu, Sep 18, 2025 at 10:19 AM
To: "psc@utah.gov" <psc@utah.gov>

As an Utah resident I am requesting that the PSC request that PacifiCorp accelerate clean energy developments to save
ratepayers billions of dollars. It is clear that wind, solar and geothermal are the energy sources of the future and by far the
cheapest electricity for consumers. As a Family Economist and regular reader of The Wall Street Journal and other
reliable news sources, it is clear that renewable energy sources will be the cheapest way to generate electricity going
forward. As AI electricity demands skyrocket and Utah’s population grows, we need to be investing in wind, solar, and
geothermal. Reliable sources clearly show that these sources are by far the cheapest way to meet our energy needs.
As a Family Economist I am very concerned about the inflationary impacts of tariffs on low and middle income Utahns.
The cost of food and almost all consumer goods (mostly imported or made with imported parts), cars (both new and used)
are making it hard to afford the necessities. Further, the employment situation is deteriorating, especially for new entrants
and for workers who were laid off due to the chaos caused by the current administration’s tariffs and deportation policies.
When there is no one to pick fruits and vegetables, the costs increase.
In sum, all the economic forces plus the soon to expire federal tax credits suggest that it is essential to start building clean
energy NOW.
Sincerely,
Jean M. Lown, Ph.D. emeritus
Utah State University
435-760-2392
jean.lown@usu.edu
Logan, UT 84341
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Docket No. 25-035-52
1 message

Ian Wade <ianwade@adventuresafety.org> Thu, Sep 18, 2025 at 10:27 AM
To: psc@utah.gov

Commissioners

 

I completely support the idea of fast tracking solar projects before the tax credits expire.   This might get
Utah energy quickly instead of the 10+ years that a nuclear plant might take.

 

With battery storage for solar this would be a cheaper and faster option than nuclear.

 

Thank you

 

Ian Wade

6494 South 990 West

Salt Lake City

UT 84123-6770

 

Cell: +1 801 560 1287

Email: ianwade@adventuresafety.org
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Docket No. 25-035-52, Utah Clean Energy
1 message

Dorothy Soklaski <dsoklaski@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 18, 2025 at 11:02 AM
To: "psc@utah.gov" <psc@utah.gov>

I am a citizen of Sandy, Utah. I strongly support the request by Utah Clean Energy to open an expedited investigatory
docket so that Utah energy developers can make use of tax credits. 

Permitting these shovel-ready projects proposed by Utah Clean Energy will also support Governor Cox's Operation
Gigabyte Watt effort.

Thank you for your consideration, 
Dorothy Soklaski
1969 Ashley Mesa Ln, Sandy, UT 84092
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Docket No. 25-035-52
1 message

Susan Rea <susrea2011@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 18, 2025 at 12:34 PM
To: psc@utah.gov

Utah has so much sun.  Why not harness the solar energy?  To ignore this God given resource for energy for the sake of
political preference to the fossil fuel industry is like cutting off your nose to spite your own face!
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

25-035-52 Comment
1 message

Matthew Hasvold <matthew.hasvold@accelergen.com> Thu, Sep 18, 2025 at 2:42 PM
To: "psc@utah.gov" <psc@utah.gov>
Cc: Josh Skogen <josh.skogen@accelergen.com>

Dear Commissioners:

I appreciate the opportunity to provide comment on the request made by Utah Clean Energy urging the
Commission to direct PacifiCorp to issue a request for proposals (RFP) for renewable energy resources on an
expedited timeline. I strongly support this request and the Commission’s efforts to ensure that Utah
ratepayers benefit from clean, low-cost energy resources while critical incentives remain available.

I write on behalf of Accelergen. Our company has two battery energy storage system (BESS) projects in
Utah, each of which is forecasted to save over $4 million annually in load payments. These projects illustrate
the concrete cost-avoidance benefits that storage can deliver for Utah customers.

Accordingly, I respectfully urge the Commission to ensure that any RFP issued under Utah Clean Energy’s
request is not limited solely to renewable energy generation, but also includes BESS. Storage systems are
essential for maximizing value from renewables—providing firm capacity, managing variability, enhancing
system reliability, and reducing peak demand costs.

Moreover, both renewables and storage now face approaching federal policy or regulatory deadlines that
create similar urgency:

Renewable generation must move rapidly to qualify for federal tax credits before many begin to phase
out next summer.

Likewise, starting January 1, 2026, broadly defined “foreign entity of concern” (FEOC) restrictions will
apply to battery components and critical minerals. These restrictions are expected to affect supply
chains, financing, and eligibility for incentives for new BESS projects.

In effect, there is a “tax credit deadline” for renewables in mid-2026, and a “FEOC deadline” for storage in
early 2026. Both deadlines justify expedited procurement so Utah does not lose the favorable economics of
resources available today.

Other states have adopted this approach. For example, the Colorado PUC required Public Service Company
of Colorado (PSCo) to include both renewable energy and storage in its recent solicitations. That combined
solicitations strategy has helped produce more competitive bids, achieve lower overall system costs, and
build a more flexible and resilient resource portfolio.

Therefore, I strongly encourage the Commission to grant Utah Clean Energy’s request and direct PacifiCorp
to issue an expedited RFP that explicitly includes battery energy storage along with renewable generation.
Doing so would allow projects to deliver billions in avoided costs over their lifetime, ensure Utah captures
the remaining federal incentives before policy deadlines, and protect ratepayers from higher costs and risks
associated with supply chain restrictions or delayed deployment.
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Thank you for your consideration,

Matt

Matt Hasvold
(605)-484-3759
Matthew.Hasvold@accelergen.com
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PublicService Commission <psc@utah.gov>

Docket No. 25-035-52.
1 message

Nedra Carroll <nedrajane@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 18, 2025 at 3:46 PM
To: psc@utah.gov

"Since Rocky Mountain Power first proposed a dramatic rate hike for its Utah customers back in
August, Utah Clean Energy’s experts have been knee-deep in analysis. Our findings show that
spiking fossil fuel prices and costs related to climate change are driving the proposed rate increase
– and that investing in clean energy is the best way to prevent ongoing rate hikes."
Utah is blessed to have a climate that supports solar power and some wind power. It would be
irresponsible not to take advantage of current
tax credits that make investing in clean energy a priority now!
Fossil fuel needs to be phased out if we are to decrease/stabilize climate change. The future
savings to communities will prove the cost effectiveness of clean energy not to mention the clean
air!
Nedra Carroll
Midvale, UT
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