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Investigatory Docket and Agency Action ; Docket No. 25-035-52

COMMENTS OF THE INTERWEST ENERGY ALLIANCE

The Interwest Energy Alliance (Interwest) hereby submits these comments in response to
the September 10, 2025, Notice of Filing and Comment Period. Interwest supports Utah Clean
Energy’s (UCE) Request for Expedited Investigatory Docket and Agency Action (Request) filed

on August 29, 2025.

Interwest believes that the Request, and its expedited nature, are essential to advancing the
state's affordable energy goals in securing cost-effective resources for customers in light of recent
changes in federal law. Interwest strongly supports the adoption of a process to take advantage of

the Request as filed.

Under ordinary circumstances, a resource acquisition is best conducted in accordance with

a regular, predictable All-Source Request for Proposal (RFP) process for resource plan
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procurement. However, the renewable energy marketplacein 2025 is far from ordinary. The recent
passage of H.R. 1! and the accompanying Treasury Guidance has created a critical, time-limited
window for renewable energy projects to qualify for federal tax credits. As the Commission is well
aware, these tax credits reduce the cost of renewable energy for developers and, ultimately, for
consumers. Maximizing procurement of renewable energy projects that can capture these tax

credits is critical to ensure Utah’s resource mix is as cost-effective as possible.

The nature of renewable energy development in late 2025 is highly competitive, not only
between developers but across states. In the past, developers may have made capital-only
investments in multiple potential projects across multiple states consistent with the prior federal
guidance. Equipment could be reassigned to other states or projects if one was not successful.
Today, given the revised IRS guidance requiring a project to "commence construction,"? there is
now a finite pool of available projects and development resources with a clear pathway to
satisfying revised tax credit eligibility requirements and deadlines. Developers must also ensure
available equipment satisfies enhanced restrictions on materials from “foreign entities of
concern.”® Developers and investors with national portfolios must make strategic decisions about
where to allocate their capital, safe-harbored equipment, and their efforts. Without a clear and
expedited signal from Utah, there is a significant risk that renewable energy development
companies will prioritize other jurisdictions that have established a more certain and timely path

to project acquisition and approval.

Approving a resource solicitation now—and setting firm deadlines for contracting, review,

and approval—will send a clear signal to the investment and development communities that Utah

! Public Law 119-21, 139 Stat. 72, §§ 70512-13 (July 4, 2025).
2 https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-25-42.pdf
31d.
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is a priority market. Given the short window of opportunity, regulatory certainty is crucial to attract
high-quality, low-cost projects eligible for federal tax credit benefits. By moving quickly to direct
Rocky Mountain Power to identify and contract with tax-advantaged projects, this Commission
can send a clear signal to the marketplace and to Rocky Mountain Power that securing the best
possible resources for Utah’s energy future is a priority for utility customers. A proactive and
prudent measure to address this market dynamic would prevent Utah from falling behind in the

race for cost-effective energy investment.

Interwest members have confirmed that there are multiple pathways to tax credit eligibility, as described
in Table 1 of the Request. To achieve physical work by July 4, 2026, obtaining final regulatory approval of
projects no later than the second quarter of 2026 is necessary to take affirmative steps to commence
and complete construction in time to satisfy IRS guidelines. For these projects, Interwest proposes
all pertinent regulatory deadlines for Commission decisions by February 13, 2026, to account for
any post-Order requests. Without such aggressive deadlines in place, there is no certainty that
procurements will occur on the timeline necessary to meet the demands of the marketplace.
Similarly aggressive timelines are necessary for any pathway to tax credit eligibility. Interwest
accepts that the scope and mechanics of any RFP would be streamlined and limited due to aggressive time

constraints, but time is of the essence.

For these reasons, Interwest supports all aspects of the Request. We urge the Commission
to Order PacifiCorp to open an expedited resource procurement process and grant a Section 54-
17-501 Waiver of Energy Resource Procurement Requirements or other mechanism that may be

deemed necessary to allow this vital process to move forward.



Respectfully submitted this 19th day of September, 2025.
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