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To: The Public Service Commission of Utah 

From: The Office of Consumer Services 

 Michele Beck, Director 

 Béla Vastag, Utility Technical Consultant 

 

Date: May 22, 2025 

Subject: Docket No. 25-035-T04 – OCS Comments 

RE: Rocky Mountain Power’s Proposed Tariff Revisions to Schedule No. 

31, Partial Requirements Service – Large General Service – 1,000 kW 

and Over 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

On May 7, 2025, Rocky Mountain Power (“RMP”) filed proposed tariff revisions with the 

Public Service Commission (“PSC”) requesting changes to Electric Service Schedule 

No. 31 (“Schedule 31”).  On May 8, 2025, the PSC issued a Notice of Filing and 

Comment Period setting deadlines of May 22, 2025 for parties to file initial comments 

and May 29, 2025 for parties to file reply comments. 

In accordance with that schedule, the Utah Office of Consumer Services (“OCS”) 

submits the following initial comments on RMP’s proposed changes to Schedule 31. 

 

RMP’S PROPOSED CHANGES TO SCHEDULE NO. 31 

Currently, Schedule 31 provides for specific types of electricity service (i.e. 

supplementary, backup, maintenance power and excess service) that is in addition to or 

as a backup to the power generated by a customer’s on-site generation.  These 

services are currently only available to RMP customers with on-site generation between 

1,000 kW (1 MW) and 15,000 kW (15 MW). 
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 25-035-T04 OCS Comments on RMP Schedule No. 31 – Partial Requirements 

In this filing, RMP proposes to include under Schedule 31 an additional service: station 

service.  As stated in RMP’s filing, station service is “the electricity an electric power 

plant consumes for basic onsite operations and maintenance activities.”  When a power 

plant is down, it requires retail service from RMP to maintain these essential station 

functions.  RMP states that in this situation: “Station Service requirements are similar to 

the backup service requirements of other customers the Company serves under 

Schedule 31.”  RMP proposes to limit Schedule 31 applicability to customers requiring 

between 1,000 kW and 15,000 kW of station service, i.e. the load that station service 

incurs on RMP’s system (not the generating capacity of the customer’s on-site power 

plant). 

On May 13, 2025, the OCS met with the Division of Public Utilities (“DPU”) and RMP to 

discuss the need for these proposed changes to Schedule 31.  Typically, a power plant 

customer requiring retail station service from RMP may need to do so about once a 

year, for example, during a planned maintenance outage, and most likely would take 

this service under Schedule 9. RMP stated that recently it has received a “handful of 

requests” from power plant operators to potentially switch to service under Schedule 31.  

RMP explained that these operators are seeing the need for retail station service more 

often than once a year and each time under Schedule 9, they incur significant demand 

charges.  By switching to Schedule 31, these operators would see more reasonable and 

stable charges for retail station service.  RMP also stated that if these proposed 

changes to Schedule 31 are approved, it anticipates that it would see one or two 

customers switch over to Schedule 31 for station service. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

The OCS agrees with RMP that station service appears to be similar to the backup 

service provided under Schedule 31 and also since it appears that the number of 

customers to be affected by this change is very small, the OCS recommends that the 

PSC approve RMP’s proposed changes to Schedule 31 in this filing.  In order to have a 

more complete record of this issue documented in this docket, the OCS also requests 

that in its reply comments, RMP provide additional information on the number of power 

plant customers in its service area potentially affected or covered by this change, the 

number of power plant customers not covered by this change (i.e. below 1 MW or 

greater than 15 MW), the service station load each of these customers would require, 

on average how many times a year a typical power plant customer may require retail 

station service and a list of reasons or issues why these customers now potentially need 

more frequent retail station service from RMP. 

cc: 

Jana Saba, Max Backlund, Rocky Mountain Power 

Chris Parker, Division of Public Utilities 


