
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

July 6, 2026 
 
 
 

Ian McCubbin 
555 E Northmont Wy  
Salt Lake City, UT 84103 

Dear Ian,  
 
     Thank you for your patience while we worked with multiple departments to research your questions 
and gather relevant information. We have consolidated the questions and requests you have made to 
various Administrative and Council staff in the joint response below.   

The City’s permitting authority  

     Building Services issues permits based on the International Building Code and state law, according 
to which the City’s authority begins at the point at which a power line is connected to a building. 
The City approves building permits based on a set of plans and specifications that comply 
with applicable building codes.  After thorough review, there are no building codes that apply to Rocky 
Mountain Power (RMP)’s work here. Based on your concerns, our building inspectors will continue 
to ensure that RMP is not performing work that would require additional permitting. Provided 
RMP complies with applicable public way permitting requirements, the City does not have legal authority 
to suspend its work, require additional permits, or impose further conditions on work performed within 
its easement. As you know, easement documents can be obtained through the County Recorder's Office. 
Easements established by plat are generally perpetual and remain in effect unless formally released 
or modified through legal processes such as a quitclaim or revised plat.  

     We have consulted with the City Attorney’s Office and confirmed the City cannot 
impose any additional requirements that impede RMP’s authority under their easement, including 
excavation and installation of power poles on private property. What the City can control is work in the 
right-of-way. In this case, a permit has been issued, and Engineering has confirmed that RMP is in 
compliance.  

     Additionally, the City's public utility permitting authority is limited to services it provides, including 
water, sewer, stormwater, and street lighting. Because electrical service is provided RMP, the City does 
not have regulatory authority over its operations. The kind of oversight of RMP that you have requested 
is under the jurisdiction of the Utah Public Service Commission (PSC), which regulates RMP’s operations 
at a broader level.  

     Regarding your concerns about RMP involving the Salt Lake City Police Department, the City has no 
ordinance restricting the reasons an individual or organization may request police assistance. While 
SLCPD may be called upon by RMP, any complaint regarding conduct of RMP personnel would need to be 
addressed directly with RMP or PSC.  

 



 
 

Wildfire risk  

     The City also recognizes and shares your concerns regarding wildfire risk. As you know, SLCFD has 
held multiple fire preparedness sessions in addition to one-on-one preparedness work with residents in 
your neighborhood and in other areas bordering natural lands throughout the City. As we enter fireworks 
season, the City has acted on Governor Cox’s executive order and banned the use of personal fireworks 
citywide.    

     You referenced Salt Lake City's Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) Code in 
your communications; however, it is important to keep in mind that the WUI code applies to specific 
private property development and defensible-space requirements and does not apply to RMP's utility 
easements. As a result, the City cannot require RMP to underground existing power lines within its 
easement based on WUI regulations.  

    Under Utah law and RMP policy, the additional cost of undergrounding electric facilities is borne by the 
benefiting property owners.  We recognize that these costs increased significantly 
from RMP’s initial proposal, making the project unaffordable for you and your neighbors.  A complaint 
was subsequently filed with the PSC which, based on our review, ruled in favor of RMP.    

    RMP's PSC-filed Wildfire Mitigation Plan identifies both overhead and underground facilities as 
acceptable wildfire mitigation strategies, depending on engineering, operational, and cost 
considerations. We know it does not provide the level of assurance you are seeking, but the utility has 
made investments in wildfire mitigation and system hardening throughout Salt Lake City's bench areas, 
including locations designated as Fire High Consequence Areas. After reviewing Docket No. 26-035-04 
and the information available to us, it appears you have already pursued the appropriate avenues for 
raising your concerns with both the PSC and RMP. We commend you for those efforts. As much as we 
understand and share your concerns, the City still lacks  the authority to require RMP to underground the 
lines or issue a stop-work order pending further review.   

     In closing, we want to reiterate that both branches of Salt Lake City Government have spent 
considerable time reviewing, researching, and responding to your concerns about this issue. We regret 
that we are not able to provide the outcome you are ultimately seeking. We 
nevertheless remain committed to working within our authority, in partnership with public and private 
stakeholders, to ensure the safety of our City. If you have additional concerns regarding your rights as a 
property owner relative to RMP's easement and planned work, we recommend consulting with an 
attorney. 
 

   Sincerely,  
 
 
 

 
 
          Chris Wharton   Rachel Otto 
          Salt Lake City Council Member, District Three Chief of Staff, Salt Lake City Mayor’s office 
                                                       
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


