
1407 West North Temple 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 

 

October 28, 2026  

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING  

Public Service Commission of Utah  
Heber M. Wells Building, 4th Floor  
160 East 300 South  
Salt Lake City, UT 84114  
 
Attention:  Gary Widerburg  

Commission Administrator  

Re:  Docket 26-035-50 
In the Matter of the Application of Rocky Mountain Power for Approval of an 
Amendment to the Power Purchase Agreement Between PacifiCorp and Kennecott 
Utah Copper LLC – Smelter 

 

Rocky Mountain Power (the “Company”) hereby submits for filing its application for approval 
of a new non-firm qualifying facilities Power Purchase Agreement between PacifiCorp and 
Kennecott Utah Copper LLC (“Kennecott”) for sales from its smelter. The Tariff Approval Letter 
issued on September 28, 2026 by the Public Service Commission of Utah in Docket No. 26-035-
T06 approved changes to Electric Service Schedule No. 37,1 including an update to rates for 
non-firm purchases, which are now based on Western Energy Imbalance Market (“WEIM”) 
pricing at the location of each generating qualifying facilities resource. The location of the 
WEIM pricing is specified in the included Exhibit E to the purchase power purchase (“PPA”). 
Because the rate for this PPA is based on the WEIM pricing, there are no workpapers included 
with the application for approval of this PPA.  

Rocky Mountain Power respectfully requests that all formal correspondence and requests for 
additional information regarding this filing be addressed to the following:  

By E-mail (preferred):  datarequest@pacificorp.com  
jana.saba@pacificorp.com  
max.backlund@pacificorp.com  
zachary.rogala@pacificorp.com  
 
 

 

 
1 Rocky Mountain Power’s Proposed Tariff Revisions to Electric Service Schedule No. 37, Avoided Cost Purchases 
from Qualifying Facilities, Public Service Commission of Utah Docket No. 26-035-T06, Tariff Approval Letter from 
the Public Service Commission, issued September 28, 2026.  
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By regular mail:   Data Request Response Center  

PacifiCorp  
825 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 2000  
Portland, OR 97232  
 

Informal inquiries may be directed to Max Backlund, Utah Regulatory Affairs Manager at 
max.backlund@pacificorp.com.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

Jana Saba  
Director, Regulation and Regulatory Operations 

mailto:max.backlund@pacificorp.com
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

Docket No. 26-035-50 
 

I hereby certify that on October 28, 2026, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was 
served by electronic mail to the following: 
 
Utah Office of Consumer Services 
Michele Beck mbeck@utah.gov 
 ocs@utah.gov  
Division of Public Utilities 
 dpudatarequest@utah.gov 
Assistant Attorney General 
Patricia Schmid pschmid@agutah.gov 
Robert Moore rmoore@agutah.gov 
Patrick Grecu pgrecu@agutah.gov  
Rocky Mountain Power 
Data Request Response 
Center 

datarequest@pacificorp.com 

Jana Saba 
 
Max Backlund 

jana.saba@pacificorp.com  
utahdockets@pacificorp.com 
max.backlund@pacificorp.com 

Zachary Rogala Zachary.rogala@pacificorp.com   
 

 
 

_____________________________ 
Carrie Meyer 
Manager, Discovery & Regulatory Operations 
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Zachary Rogala 
Rocky Mountain Power 
1407 W. North Temple, Suite 320 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 
(435) 776-6980 
zachary.rogala@pacificorp.com    
 
Attorney for Rocky Mountain Power 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF UTAH 

 
 
In the Matter of the Application of Rocky 
Mountain Power for Approval of Power 
Purchase Agreement Between PacifiCorp 
and Kennecott Utah Copper LLC – Smelter 
 
 

 

 
Docket No. 26-035-50 

 

Pursuant to Utah Code Ann. § 54-12-2, PacifiCorp, doing business in Utah as Rocky 

Mountain Power (“PacifiCorp” or “Rocky Mountain Power”), requests the Public Service 

Commission of Utah (“Commission”) approve the attached qualifying facility Smelter Power 

Purchase Agreement (“Agreement”) Power Purchase Agreement between PacifiCorp and 

Kennecott Utah Copper LLC (“Kennecott”).1 In support of its Application, Rocky Mountain 

Power states as follows:  

1. Rocky Mountain Power is a public utility in the state of Utah, subject to the 

Commission’s jurisdiction regarding retail rates and service. Rocky Mountain Power also 

provides retail electric service in the states of Idaho and Wyoming. As a “purchasing utility” 

under Utah Code Ann. § 54-12-2, PacifiCorp is obligated to purchase power from qualifying 

 
1 E.g., Docket Numbers 19-035-36, 20-035-43, 21-035-61, 22-035-51, 23-035-45, 24-035-50, and 25-035-57. 
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facilities pursuant to the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, and Utah Code Ann. 

§ 54-12-1, et seq. Under the Agreement, Kennecott has represented it is a qualifying facility, 

and agrees to provide PacifiCorp, upon request, with evidence to show its qualifying facility 

status.  

2. Communications regarding this Application should be addressed to:  

By e-mail (preferred):  datarequest@pacificorp.com 
max.backlund@pacificorp.com  
zachary.rogala@pacificorp.com   
 

By mail:    Data Request Response Center  
Rocky Mountain Power  
825 NE Multnomah St., Suite 2000  
Portland, OR 97232  
 
Max Backlund 
Rocky Mountain Power  
1407 W. North Temple, Suite 310  
Salt Lake City, UT 84116  
Max.backlund@pacificorp.com   
 

3. Over the years, the Commission has established avoided capacity and energy cost 

payments for purchases from QF projects larger than one megawatt, such as Kennecott’s, under 

contracts with PacifiCorp.2 Recently, PacifiCorp requested the Commission approve a non-

routine pricing update for QFs seeking non-firm QF PPAs under Schedule 38, where instead 

of forecasts of avoided energy pricing, QFs would receive payment for deliveries based on 

 
2 E.g., Docket Numbers 03-035-014, 05-035-08, 05-035-09, 12-035-100, 14-035-140.  
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then-relevant Western Energy Imbalance Market pricing (“WEIM”).3 This non-routine update 

recently became effective as an operation of law.  

4. The Agreement provides for the sale to PacifiCorp of energy generated by Kennecott 

up to 31.8 MW, from a waste heat-fired cogeneration facility in Salt Lake City, Utah (the 

“Facility”), located within Rocky Mountain Power’s service territory.  

5. The Agreement, attached to this Application as Exhibit A, establishes the terms of the 

Agreement for one year, to December 31, 2027, and establishes avoided energy pricing based 

on PacifiCorp’s updated WEIM pricing for non-firm PPAs. The Agreement also includes a 

“lesser of” provision to account for Kennecott’s ability to purchase market blocks of power 

under the Energy Services Agreement approved by the Commission in Docket No. 16-035-33, 

where the Company will pay the lesser of the price for market blocks or prices that were 

calculated using the methodology approved by the Commission orders in Docket No. 03-035-

14 and Docket No. 12-035-100. Under the 2020 Protocol, and recently proposed 2026 SAM, 

costs from the PPA would remain allocated as a Utah situs resource. 

6. The existing Agreement between PacifiCorp and Kennecott expires on December 31, 

2026. Given important interconnection requirements, the parties request a Commission 

decision before that date, to ensure there is no lapse in Kennecott’s interconnection rights 

between the two QF PPAs. To avoid these urgency issues in the future, PacifiCorp represents 

 
3 E.g., Docket No. 26-035-31, PacifiCorp’s Quarterly Update, at 1-2 (Aug. 24, 2026) (“Rather than continuing 
to provide forecasted non-firm avoided cost pricing on an annual basis, PacifiCorp proposes that non-firm QFs 
be compensated using the actual locational marginal price (“LMP”) results from the WEIM Fifteen Minute 
Market (“FMM”) for the QF’s delivery point, or at a nearby point if a QF is too small to have a reported price. 
While FMM pricing is produced for every 15-minute interval, at this time PacifiCorp recommends that 
compensation be based on hourly deliveries and the simple average of the four FMM prices, rather than 
weighted based on volumes in each 15-minute interval. This reduces the administrative complexity of the 
calculation and is comparable to current billing practices which are based on hourly output. PacifiCorp 
recommends that published integration costs from Schedule 37 be subtracted from WEIM pricing results for 
wind and solar QF’s under non-firm pricing for both Schedules 37 and 38. This change would only impact non-
firm QFs, and would have no impact on pricing for firm QFs under the approved PDDRR methodology.”).  
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that it will intend to work with Kennecott in early 2027 to execute a long-term QF PPA. With 

the recent change to WEIM pricing, Kennecott and PacifiCorp can now execute a multi-year 

PPA that would avoid annual PPA updates. Given time constraints, however, the parties were 

unable to address this issue for the attached Agreement.  

Rocky Mountain Power respectfully requests the Commission approve the Agreement 

before December 31, 2026, and find the terms and conditions of the Agreement to be just, 

reasonable, and in the public interest.  

Respectfully submitted this 28th day of October 2026. 

      ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER 

 

  _____________________________ 
Zachary Rogala 
Rocky Mountain Power 
1407 W. North Temple, Suite 320 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 
435.776.6980 
zachary.rogala@pacificorp.com   

Attorney for Rocky Mountain Power 

mailto:zachary.rogala@pacificotrp.com


 

5 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit A 









Docusign Envelope ID: 8D7 A2870-F54D-8515-8380-D2F175A639D6 

Execution 

THIS NON-FIRM POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT ("Agreement"), entered into 
this 23rd day of October, 2026, is by and between Kennecott Utah Copper L.L.C. ("Seller") and 
PacifiCorp (individually, a "Party" and collectively, the "Parties"). 

RECITALS 

A. Seller owns, operates, and maintains a waste heat-fired cogeneration facility for 
the generation of electric power located in Salt Lake City, Utah and located in Salt Lake County, 

Utah, with a Nameplate Capacity Rating of 31.8 megawatts ("MW") and as further set forth on 
Exhibit A ("Facility"); and 

B. Seller intends to operate the Facility as a QF (as such term is defined in Section 
3.2.6 below), commencing delivery under this Agreement on the later of00:00:01 MPT on January 
1, 2027 ("Scheduled Initial Delivery Date") or 00:00:01 MPT on the Initial Delivery Date (as 
defined below); and 

C. Seller estimates that the average monthly Delivered Energy (as defined below) to 
be delivered by the Facility to PacifiCorp is 14,000 megawatt-hours ("MWh") subject to any 
limitations created in accordance with any maintenance schedules in Exhibit D attached hereto; 
and 

D. Seller intends to use the output of the Facility to first offset power usage at its 
Kennecott Utah Copper operations; and 

E. Seller desires to sell and PacifiCorp desires to purchase the Delivered Energy from 
the Facility in accordance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement; and 

F. PacifiCorp shall sell and Seller shall purchase backup energy and capacity in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of a separate agreement between the Parties modeled 
after Utah Schedule 31. 

AGREEMENT 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties mutually agree as follows: 

SECTION 1: DEFINITIONS 

When used in this Agreement, the following terms have the following meanings: 

"Affiliate" means, with respect to any entity, each entity that directly or indirectly controls, 

is controlled by, or is under common control with, such designated entity, with "control" meaning 
the possession, directly or indirectly, of the power to direct management and policies, whether 
through the ownership of voting securities or by contract or otherwise. Notwithstanding the 
foregoing, with respect to PacifiCorp, Affiliate shall only include Berkshire Hathaway Energy 
Company and its direct, wholly owned subsidiaries. 

"Agreement" is defined in the introductory paragraph above. 

"Billing Period" means the time period between PacifiCorp' s reading of its power purchase 
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