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Distribution Rates and Changes and 
Make Tariff Modifications  
 

 
Docket No. 13-057-05 
 
OBJECTION TO UNILATERAL 
CHANGE IN PROCEDURE AND 
EMERGENCY MOTION FOR STAY  
BY SUMMIT ENERGY, LLC  

 
 

 
 Summit Energy, LLC (hereafter “Summit”) hereby petitions for relief of the 

requirements set out by Questar Gas Company (hereafter “Company”) under the Notice 

received May 13, 2014.     

In support of this Petition, Petitioner states as follows: 

1. Summit is a natural gas marketing company servicing large and small 

producers and consumers of natural gas in the State of Utah and utilizing the 

transportation network of Company.   

2. On October 21, 2013 Summit petitioned the Commission to intervene in the 

above-captioned matter.  
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3. On November 12, 2013 the Commission granted Summit’s Petition to 

intervene.   

4. On October 30, 2013 Summit offered testimony objecting to certain portions 

of the TS Tariff proposal including issues that were subsequently subject to a mandatory 

workgroup required by Commission Order.   

5. On January 7, 2014 Summit, among others, entered into a Partial 

Settlement Stipulation Regarding TS Tariff Language (hereafter “Stipulation”), which was 

subsequently approved by the Commission.   

6. Paragraph 5 of the Stipulation stated that “… the Settling Parties have 

agreed to pursue a more holistic approach … to address issues and problems relating to 

interruption and tariff language changes.”   

7. Paragraph 8 of the Stipulation required the Company to invite the Settling 

Parties and other interested entities to “… collaboratively explore additional changes to 

the language of Section 5.01 and 5.07 of the Company’s tariff to address interruption and 

related concerns and issues” on or before April 1, 2014.   

8. On February 21, 2014 the Commission issued a Report and Order which in 

part approved the Stipulation.   

9. Thereafter the Company set up three meetings designated by the Company 

as meetings of a Nominating and Scheduling Working Group to address the concerns 

outlined in the Stipulation.   

10. The meetings were attended by Summit and other interested parties.   
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11. At the first two meetings a significant amount of the discussion was directed 

to how a “pooling” of nominations could occur to address the concerns and issues 

identified in the Stipulation.   

12. A third meeting was scheduled for May 13, 2014 to further discuss 

alternatives in addressing interruptions and related concerns and issues as required in 

the Stipulation.   

13. However, at the beginning of the May 12, 2014 meeting the Company, by 

email, notified those present as well as other Company customers utilizing the TS Tariff, 

that it was unilaterally imposing a solution which would not include alternatives discussed 

in the previous meetings and it was no longer willing to participate in the workgroup.  The 

Notice was short and without explanation stating:   

 

“Subject: QPC/QGC TO BEGIN AUTOMATED CONFIRMATIONS 

Questar Pipeline will begin electronic confirmation of nominations with 
Questar Gas effective gas day Tuesday, July 1, 2014 Timely Cycle. 
 
Customers with questions should contact their Scheduling representative. 
EVENT DATE: 05/13/2014 01:06:41 PM” 

 

 

14. The Company thereafter met with some of the workgroup participants 

individually to explain the imposition of the Company solution and how nominations would 

thereafter be required.   
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15. At least two of the participants thereafter objected to this change for reasons 

as shown by the letters attached as Exhibit A which is incorporated herein.   

16. The Company responded to these objections as shown by the letter 

attached as Exhibit B and incorporated herein.   

17. By participating in only two meetings, and then issuing the Notice at the 

beginning of the third meeting, the Company has shown that it had no real intent to 

collaborate in a more holistic approach to address the concerns and issues identified in 

the Stipulation and required under the terms of the Stipulation and had a previously 

designed plan which it was predetermined to implement, contrary to representations 

contained in the Stipulation as adopted by the Commission.   

WHEREFORE, Summit hereby moves the Commission - 

1. To find that this action of the Company as contained in the Notice - 

a. Is contrary to the terms of the Stipulation,   

b. Is anti-competitive in nature and contrary to the laws of the State of 

Utah, 

c. Is without authority and outside the Order of the Commission, 

d. Exposes TS Tariff customers to risks not normally incurred by such 

class of customer, and  
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e. Is contrary to and requires the breach of confidentiality and other 

provisions in the NAESB standard gas purchase contract utilized by 

TS Tariff customers in purchasing its natural gas;   

2. To Stay the implementation of the conditions and requirements of this 

Notice until such time as the Commission can address this Objection at a hearing; 

3. Schedule a hearing at the earliest possible time to address the issues raised 

in this.  It is noted that the Notice states that it will be implemented as of July 1st, and 

therefore nominations are due on June 30th.  It is requested that a hearing be set for the 

afternoon of June 30th, prior to the deadline for nominations; and    

4. Upon hearing, vacate the Notice, require Company to return to Work Group 

and with real intent collaborate with the participants of the Work Group in addressing the 

concerns and issues as identified in the Stipulation and return to the Commission with the 

results of that collaboration for Commission approval prior to implementation.    

DATED this 23rd day of June, 2014. 

 

 SUMMIT ENERGY, LLC 
 
 

/s/ 
 Larry R. Williams, Corporate Counsel 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was served by email this 23rd 
day of June, 2014, on the following: 
 

 
Patricia E. Schmid 
Assistant Attorney General 
160 East 300 South 
P.O. Box 140857 
Salt Lake City, UT  84114-0857 
pschmid@utah.gov 
 
 
 
 
Brent Coleman 
Assistant Attorney General 
160 East 300 South, 5th Floor 
P.O. Box 140857 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-0857 
brentcoleman@utah.gov 
 

 
Michele Beck 
Danny Martinez 
Utah Office of Consumer Services 
160 East 300 South, Suite 200 
PO Box 146782 
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-6782 
Telephone (801) 530-6480 
mbeck@utah.gov 
dannymartinez@utah.gov 
 
Chris Parker, Director 
Division of Public Utilities 
Heber Wells Building 4th Floor 
160 East 300 South 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
chrisparker@utah.gov 
 

Karen White  
Air Force Utility Law Field Support Center 
139 Barnes Drive, Suite 1. 
Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida 32403-5319 
Karen.White.13@us.af.mil 
 

Gregory Fike, Lt Col, USAF  
Air Force Utility Law Field Support Center 
139 Barnes Drive, Suite 1. 
Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida 32403-5319 
Gregory.Fike@Us.Af.Mil 
 

 
Christopher Thompson, Maj, USAF  
Air Force Utility Law Field Support Center 
139 Barnes Drive, Suite 1. 
Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida 32403-5319 
Christopher.Thompson.5@us.af.mil 
 

 
Thomas Jernigan, Capt, USAF  
Air Force Utility Law Field Support Center 
139 Barnes Drive, Suite 1. 
Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida 32403-5319 
Thomas.Jernigan@us.af.mil 
 

  
Dale Hatch, CFO 
Dunford Bakers, Inc. 
8556 South 2940 West 
West Jordan, UT 84088 
(801) 304-0400 
dhatch@dunfordbakers.com 
 

Larry R. Williams, Corporate Counsel 
Summit Energy, LLC 
1245 E. Brickyard Road, Suite 210 
Salt Lake City, UT  84106 
larry@summitcorp.net 
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Gary A. Dodge 
HATCH, JAMES & DODGE 
10 West Broadway, Suite 400 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 
gdodge@hjdlaw.com 
 

Roger Swenson  
US Magnesium LLC  
238 North 2200 West 
Salt Lake City, UT  84114-6751 
roger.swenson@prodigy.net 
 

Damon E. Xenopoulos 
BRICKFIELD, BURCHETTE, RITTS & STONE, P.C. 
1025 Thomas Jefferson Street, N.W. 
800 West Tower 
Washington, D.C.  20007 
dex@bbrslaw.com 
 

Jeremy R. Cook 
PARSONS KINGHORN HARRIS, P.C. 
111 East Broadway, 11th Floor 
Salt Lake City, UT  84111 
jrc@pkhlawyers.com 

 
Kevin Higgins 
Neal Townsend 
ENERGY STRATEGIES 
215 S. State Street, #200  
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
khiggins@energystrat.com 
ntownsend@energystrat.com 

 

 
Travis R. Rigby 
CFO 
Utility Cost Management Consultants  
102 E. Cobblecreek  
Cedar City, UT 84721 
TravisR@ucmc-usa.com 

Floyd J. Rigby 
CEO 
Utility Cost Management Consultants 
1610 West100 North 
Saint George, UT 84770 
FloydR@ucmc-usa.com 
 

Bruce Floyd Rigby 
Natural Gas Manager  
Utility Cost Management Consultants 
1703 Man O’ War Drive 
Bluffdale, UT 84065 
Bruce@ucmc-usa.com 

Ross Ford 
The Home Builders Association of the State of 
Utah 
9069 South 1300 West 
West Jordan Utah 84008 
ross@utahhba.com 

Douglas E. Griffith   
KESLER & RUST 
68 South Main Street, 2nd Floor 
Salt Lake City, UT 84101 
dgriffith@keslerrust.com  

 
  
Reed Ryan 
UTAH ASPHALT PAVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION 
7414 S. State Street 
Midvale, Utah 84047 
reed@utahasphalt.org  
 

Michael McCandless  
Emery County Economic Development 
P.O. Box 297 
95 East Main St.  
Castle Dale, UT 84513 
mikem@emery.utah.gov 
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David Blackwell 
Emery County Attorney 
EMERY COUNTY 
P.O. Box 249 
1850 North 550 West (Des Bee Dove Rd) 
215 S. State Street, #200  
Castle Dale, UT 84513 
daveb@emery.utah.gov 
 
 

Douglas E. Griffith  
KESLER & RUST 
68 South Main Street, 2nd Floor 
Salt Lake City, UT 84101 
Telephone: (801) 532-8000 
Facsimile: (801) 531-7965 
dgriffith@keslerrust.com 
 
Attorneys for Utah Asphalt Pavement Association  

William J. Evans 
Vicki M. Baldwin 
Parsons Behle & Latimer 
201 South Main Street, Suite 1800 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
bevans@parsonsbehle.com 
vbaldwin@parsonsbehle.com 
 
 
 
  
 

 
  

 
/s/ 

 Larry R. Williams 
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EXHIBIT A  
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EXHIBIT B 
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