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ORDER APPROVING SETTLEMENT 

STIPULATION 

 
ISSUED: December 24, 2018 

 
SYNOPSIS 

 The Public Service Commission of Utah (PSC) approves a settlement stipulation related 
to Dominion Energy Utah’s (DEU) proposed modifications to its Utah Natural Gas Tariff PSCU 
500 (Tariff), including a new Section 5.07, Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) Transportation 
Service to Natural Gas Vehicle (NGV) Stations – RNGT, and other related changes. 

 

BACKGROUND AND PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

On November 1, 2018, DEU filed an application (Application) with the PSC requesting 

approval to modify its Tariff to allow DEU to contract with biomethane (i.e., renewable natural 

gas or RNG) suppliers to supply RNG to their customers using DEU’s NGV fueling stations. 

Specifically, the Application proposes a new category entitled “Transportation of Biomethane 

Volumes to NGV Stations” to Tariff Section 7.07, Gas Quality. 

On November 7, 2018, the PSC issued a Scheduling Order, Notice of Technical 

Conference, Notice of Hearing, and Order Suspending Tariff (Scheduling Order). On December 

6, 2018, DEU filed a Motion to Modify Scheduling Order (Motion) requesting the PSC vacate 

the deadline for comments and reply comments set forth in the Scheduling Order and to permit 

testimony at the scheduled hearing supporting a forthcoming settlement stipulation. The PSC 

granted DEU’s Motion on December 6, 2018. 

On December 13, 2018, DEU filed a Settlement Stipulation (Stipulation). DEU, the 

Division of Public Utilities (DPU), and the Office of Consumer Services (OCS) (collectively, the 
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Parties) executed the Stipulation. The Parties agree to the following in resolution of the issues 

raised in DEU’s Application: 1) the originally proposed changes to Section 7.07 of the Tariff will 

be incorporated into a new Tariff Section 5.07, entitled “Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) 

Transportation Service to Natural Gas Vehicle (NGV) Stations – RNGT”1, 2 2) additional 

language will be included in the “Requirements” portion of Tariff Section 7, “General 

Provisions,” to clarify that biomethane producers seeking to take service under the RNGT Tariff 

must utilize given standard transportation service nominating procedures; and 3) an update to the 

Tariff glossary, reflecting the definitions of the terms “Approved Receipt Point,” “Alternate 

Receipt Point,” and “Receipt Point” referred to in the Tariff. In Paragraph 9 of the Stipulation, 

“[t]he Parties agree that settlement . . . is in the public interest and that the results are just and 

reasonable.”3 Likewise, in Paragraph 7 of the Stipulation, the Parties agree that the Tariff 

“provides transparency to the public, clarity to potential RNG transporters who will seek RNGT 

service, and ensures that [DEU’s] RNGT service will be offered in a fair and consistent way.”4 

The PSC’s designated Presiding Officer held a hearing concerning the proposed 

Stipulation on December 20, 2018. DEU, the DPU, and the OCS each appeared along with their 

counsel. DEU testified that the Stipulation is just and reasonable in result, and provided a 

summary of the Stipulation and the events leading up to its execution. DEU further testified it is 

seeking a January 1, 2019 effective date of the Tariff. DEU committed to filing updated Tariff 

                                                           
1 Stipulation, Exhibits A (Tariff in clean format) and B (Tariff in legislative format). 
2 This new section includes accompanying terms and conditions, and provisions aligning general operational aspects 
of RNGT service with those otherwise applicable to other forms of DEU transportation service, including facility 
modification costs; required contract provisions; fees, rates, and charges; and conditions of service. 
3 Supra n.1 at 5, ¶ 9. 
4 Id. n.1 at 3, ¶ 7. 
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sheets, shortly after the hearing, to reflect the January 1, 2019 effective date and to correct a 

minor typographical error. 

The DPU testified it supports the Stipulation and the proposed Tariff changes. The DPU 

further testified that the Tariff is just and reasonable in result. The DPU also testified that the 

proposed Tariff changes will help clarify the general requirements for renewable natural gas 

transporters and will provide a framework for how the billing components will be structured and 

included in a special contract, which will be presented to the PSC for review and approval. The 

DPU supported a January 1, 2019 effective date for the proposed Tariff and the correction of the 

typographical error in the legislative copy of the Tariff. 

The OCS testified that the Stipulation, taken as a whole, is just and reasonable in result. 

The OCS further testified that it is appropriate and important to have the new Tariff Section 5.07 

clearly lay out the primary terms, conditions, and applicable rates related to RNGT service. 

Noting that the new service is in some respects like transportation service and in other respects is 

like natural gas vehicle (NGV) service, the OCS testified the Tariff changes appropriately tie to 

some of the rates and conditions of both transportation service and NGV service schedules, while 

allowing for certain limited variances in the contract if those are demonstrated to be in the public 

interest. The OCS further testified that the Tariff changes provide good clarifications regarding 

how biomethane is accepted into DEU’s system. In addition, the OCS testified that these Tariff 

changes help move forward potentially innovative programs advancing renewable natural gas. 

The OCS supported a January 1, 2019 effective date for the proposed Tariff changes and the 

correction of the typographical error in the legislative copy of the Tariff. 
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No one opposed the Stipulation. 

Following the hearing, on December 21, 2018, DEU filed amended tariff sheets. 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

Settlements of matters before the PSC are encouraged at any stage of a proceeding.5 In 

evaluating a settlement, we consider it as a whole and must find whether the settlement is just 

and reasonable in result and whether the record evidence supports this finding.6 

The evidence in this docket is uncontested. Consistent with Paragraph 9 of the Stipulation 

and the testimony at hearing, the Parties agree that the Stipulation is just and reasonable in result. 

Further, no party opposed the Stipulation.  

Based on the Application and its exhibits as amended, the testimony at hearing, our 

review of the Stipulation, and there being no opposition to the Stipulation, we find settlement of 

these issues is in the public interest, and that the Stipulation is just and reasonable in result. 

ORDER 

 Based on the foregoing findings and conclusions, 

1) We approve the Settlement Stipulation filed in this docket on December 13, 2018; 
and 

2) We approve the amended tariff sheets, filed December 21, 2018 in this docket. 

  

                                                           
5 See Utah Code Ann. § 54-7-1(3)(a). 
6 See Utah Code Ann. § 54-7-1(3)(d)(i)(A)-(B). 
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DATED at Salt Lake City, Utah, December 24, 2018. 
 

 
/s/ Melanie A. Reif 
Presiding Officer 
 

Approved and confirmed December 24, 2018, as the Order of the Public Service 

Commission of Utah. 

/s/ Thad LeVar, Chair 
 
 
/s/ David R. Clark, Commissioner 
 
 
/s/ Jordan A. White, Commissioner 

 
Attest: 
 
 
/s/ Gary L. Widerburg 
PSC Secretary 
DW#305983 

Notice of Opportunity for Agency Review or Rehearing 

Pursuant to Utah Code Ann. §§ 63G-4-301 and 54-7-15, a party may seek agency review 
or rehearing of this written order by filing a request for review or rehearing with the PSC within 
30 days after the issuance of the order. Responses to a request for agency review or rehearing 
must be filed within 15 days of the filing of the request for review or rehearing. If the PSC fails 
to grant a request for review or rehearing within 20 days after the filing of a request for review or 
rehearing, it is deemed denied. Judicial review of the PSC’s final agency action may be obtained 
by filing a Petition for Review with the Utah Supreme Court within 30 days after final agency 
action. Any Petition for Review must comply with the requirements of Utah Code Ann. §§ 63G-
4-401, 63G-4-403, and the Utah Rules of Appellate Procedure.  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I CERTIFY that on December 24, 2018, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was 
served upon the following as indicated below: 
 
By E-Mail: 
 
Jenniffer N. Clark (jenniffer.clark@dominionenergy.com) 
Dominion Energy Utah 
Cameron L. Sabin (cameron.sabin@stoel.com) 
Stoel Rives LLP 
Counsel for Dominion Energy Utah 
 
Kelly Mendenhall (kelly.mendenhall@dominionenergy.com) 
Austin Summers (austin.summers@dominionenergy.com) 
Dominion Energy Utah 
 
Patricia Schmid (pschmid@agutah.gov) 
Justin Jetter (jjetter@agutah.gov) 
Robert Moore (rmoore@agutah.gov) 
Steven Snarr (stevensnarr@agutah.gov) 
Assistant Utah Attorneys General 
 
Erika Tedder (etedder@utah.gov) 
Division of Public Utilities 
 
By Hand-Delivery: 
 
Office of Consumer Services 
160 East 300 South, 2nd Floor 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 

_________________________________ 
       Administrative Assistant 
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