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PROCEEDI NGS
- 000-
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Agai n, good norni ng
everyone. M nane is John Delaney. |I'mthe
Conm ssion's designated presiding officer for this
hearing. |'m having problens with this chair, if

wondering what |'m doi ng here.

you're

Today is January 22nd, and it's approxi mately

9:00 o'clock a.m, and this is the tine -- date and tine

that's schedul ed for the consolidated virtual hear

ing in

f our dockets: First, Docket 23-057-25; second, Docket

23-057-26; third, Docket 23-057-27; and, finally, the
fourth docket is Docket 23-057-28.

Why don't we -- yeah, why don't we just --
let's start with appearances.

Ms. Cl ark, please.

M5. CLARK: Thanks. I'mJenniffer Clark. 1'm
counsel for Dom nion Energy. | have three w tnesses
with me today. Jessica Ipson will be speaking to the
pass-through. Jesse Jackson will be speaking to the 26
and 27 dockets, and Austin Sunmmers will be speaking to
t he 28 docket.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Thank you very nuch. And
|"msorry | didn't announce the titles of the filings,
but to be efficient, | just did it by nunber.
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Ckay. M. Grecu?

MR. GRECU. Patrick Grecu, Assistant Attorney
Ceneral, representing the Division of Public Utilities.
And our wi tnesses today will be Ryan Daigle for the 25
and 26 dockets, Eric Oton for the 27 docket, and
Matt hew Pernichele for the 28 docket.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Ckay. Geat. | have a
few prelimnary matters, and I'Il just -- 1'll get n ne
out, and then if you have any, please feel free.

I will note for the record that on Friday
afternoon, on the 19th of January, we received a filing
fromthe Division of Public Utilities and al so
Dominion's tinely reply filing, and those both appeared
to address what | would characterize as what | ooked |ike
outstanding issues relating to the 28 -- the -28 docket.
So thank you for those filings, and we'll address those
filings as they relate to the 28 docket when we get to
the 28 docket. Okay?

Any other prelimnary matters that anybody
would |ike to raise now?

MS. CLARK: Not fromthe Conpany's
perspecti ve.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. M. Grecu?

MR. GRECU: None fromthe Division.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Great. All right. Unless
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anybody objects, I'd like to just proceed in order.
We'll begin with the 25, and we're going to do 25 and 26
separately, but we'll just proceed as -- in nunerical
order and then end at 28. Okay?
MS. CLARK: Perfect.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Ckay. Ms. Clark, if you'd
like to call your first witness in Docket 23-057-25.
MS. CLARK: Thanks. The Conpany calls Jessica
| pson.
MS. | PSON: Good norni ng.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Good norning, M. |pson.
Do you swear to tell the truth?
M5. I PSON: Yes, | do.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Wonderful. Pl ease
pr oceed.
JESSI CA | PSON
was sworn and testified as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY Ms. CLARK:
Q Ms. | pson, can you please state your nane and
busi ness address for the record.
A. My nanme is Jessica |Ipson. M business address
is 333 South State Street, Salt Lake City, U ah.
Q. Can you descri be your position and your

responsibilities with the Conpany?
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A. | am a regulatory consultant, and | put
together this pass-through filing.

Q Ms. | pson, the Conpany filed a verified
application in this docket along with acconpanyi ng
Exhibits 1.1 through 1.9. Wre those prepared by you or
under your direction?

A Yes.

Q And do you adopt their contents as your
testinony today?

A | do.

MS. CLARK: The Conpany noves for the
adm ssion of the application and acconpanyi ng Exhibits
1.1 through 1.09.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.
M. Grecu, any objection to that notion?
MR. GRECU. No objection.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Ckay. Ms. Clark, your
motion i s granted.
(DEU s Verified Application and Exhibits
1.1-1.9 admtted into evidence.)
MS. CLARK: Thank you.

Q (BY MS. CLARK) Ms. Ipson, can you pl ease
describe the relief the Conpany seeks in this docket?

A Yes. In pass-through Docket Number 23-057-25,

Dom ni on Energy respectfully asks the Ut ah Public
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Servi ce Conmi ssion for approval of $847,954,472 in Utah
gas cost coverage. The Conpany is proposing to | eave
the base commodity and the commpdity anortization
unchanged to continue to reduce the under-coll ected
bal ance to save custonmers on interest expense.

The Conpany is proposing to update the SNG
base and SNG anortization in this docket. The SNG
bal ance is over-collected from expected | evels by
$14, 759, 603, which leads to the credit anortization
listed on Exhibit 1.5, page 6. |If this application is
approved, a typical Utah GS custoner using 70 dekat herns
per year would see a decrease of $10.80, or a tota
annual decrease of about 1.4 percent.

These rates are just, reasonable, and in the
public interest. Therefore, we request the rates
proposed be allowed to go into effect on February 1,
2024, on an interimbasis. That concludes nmy summary.

MS. CLARK: Ms. Ipson is available for
Cross-exam nati on or Conm ssi on questions.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

M. Grecu, any questions for the w tness?

MR. GRECU. No questions.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Ckay. | don't have any
gquestions either. Let's --

MS. | PSON: Okay. Thank you.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.
M. Grecu, your w tness?
MR. GRECU: The Division would Iike to cal
Ryan Dai gl e.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: There you are. (Good
nor ni ng, M. Daigle.
MR. DAI GLE: Good norni ng.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Do you swear to tell the
truth?
MR. DAIGLE: | do.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Thank you. You are sworn.
RYAN DAl GLE
was sworn and testified as follows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR GRECU:
Q M. Daigle, could you please state and spel
your name for the record.
A. My nanme is Ryan Daigle, R-y-a-n D-a-i-g-1|-e.
Q And by whom are you enpl oyed, and what is your
position?
A The Division of Public Utilities, and I'm a
utility anal yst.
Q. And your busi ness address?
A. 160 East 300 South, Salt Lake City, Utah

84114.
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Q And coul d you provide a brief overview of your
educati onal experience and rel evant work experience?

A. | have approximately ten years in oil and gas
and regul atory work, and | have a bachelor's of science
i n mechani cal engi neering.

Q And have you participated in this docket on
behal f of the Division?

A | have.

Q Regar di ng your participation in this docket,
could you briefly describe your activities?

A. | reviewed the rates proposed by Dom ni on
Energy Utah and related exhibits for the 191 account.

Q. And did you prepare and cause to be filed or
participate in the preparation and filing of the
Di vision's Action Request Response filed on

January 16th, 2024, in this docket?

A | did.

Q Do you have any changes or corrections to that
filing?

A | do not.

Q And do you adopt the contents of that filing
as part of your testinony today?

A | do.

Q. And based on your review, would approval of

this application be just, reasonable, and in the public
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I nterest?
A It woul d.

MR. GRECU. At this point I1'd |like to nove to
admt the Division's Action Request Response filed on
January 16th, 2024.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Ms. Clark, any objections to that notion?

MS. CLARK: No, no objection.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. Your notion is
grant ed, Counsel.

(DPU s Action Request Response admtted
I nto evidence.)
Q (BY MR GRECU) M. Daigle, do you have a

sunmary to share today?

A. | do.
Q Pl ease proceed.
A. I n Docket 23-057-25, or the 191 pass-through

appl i cation, Dom nion requests approval for a decrease
of $19,235,183 in its Utah natural gas rates. If this

application is approved, a typical GS residenti al

customer using 70 dekatherns per year will see a
decrease in their total annual bill of $10.80, or
1.4 percent.

The Conpany proposes to nmaintain the current

debit anortization of approximately $1.95949 per
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dekat herm which was approved in the last 191 filing
under Docket Nunber 23-057-03 on the under-collected
bal ance in the commodity portion of the 191 account.
The driving force behind the request to maintain current
commodity rates is in an effort to decrease the

313 mllion under-collected 191 account. Although the
base compodity and commpdity anortization rates remain
unchanged, the Conpany proposes this adjustnment to the
rates and the charges in this docket due to the
over-collection in the supplier non-gas portion of the
191 account.

The Division has reviewed Dom nion's
application and finds the proposed rate decrease to be
just, reasonable, and in the public interest and
recommends the Commi ssion approve the rate changes on an
interimbasis with the proposed effective date of
February 1st, 2024.

Thi s concludes ny summary.

Q Thank you.

MR. GRECU: The witness is now avail able for
cross-exam nati on and questions fromthe hearing
of ficer.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Ms. Clark, any questions for this wtness?

MS. CLARK: No questions. Thanks.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  COkay. And | don't have
any questions for this witness either. Thank you very
much.

MR. GRECU. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. That's -- anything
further on the -25 docket?

MR. GRECU. Nothing fromthe Division.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Ckay.

MS. CLARK: Nothing fromthe Conpany.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you. Wy don't we
then nove to Docket 23-507-26, and, Ms. Clark, please
call your first wtness.

MS. CLARK: Thank you. The Conpany calls
Jesse Jackson.

MR. JACKSON: Good nor ni ng.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Good norning -- oh, there
you are. Good norning, M. Jackson. Do you swear to
tell the truth?

MR. JACKSON: Yes.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Pl ease proceed.

JESSE JACKSON
was sworn and testified as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. CLARK:

Q M. Jackson, can you pl ease state your nane
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and busi ness address for the record.

A Jesse Jackson. Business address is 333 South
State Street, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Q. Can you descri be your position and
responsibilities with the Conpany.

A. Yes. | work as a regulatory specialist.

Q And, M. Jackson, the Conpany filed a verified
application in this docket along with acconpanyi ng
Exhibits 1.1 through 1.3. Were those all prepared by
you or under your direction?

A. Yes, they were.

Q And do you adopt their contents as your
testinony today?

A | do.

MS. CLARK: The Conpany woul d nove for the
adm ssion of the application and acconpanyi ng Exhibits
1.1 through 1. 3.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Any objections fromthe Division with respect
to that nmotion, M. Gecu?

MR. GRECU. No objection.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. Ms. Clark, your
notion is granted.

(DEU s Verified Application and Exhibits

1.1-1.3 admtted into evidence.)
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MS. CLARK: Thank you.

Q. (BY MS. CLARK) M. Jackson, can you pl ease
sunmari ze the relief the Conpany seeks today?

A Yes. In this docket the Conpany requests an
adjustnent to the transportation inbal ance charge to
appropriately collect costs associated wi th managi ng
i mhal ance dekat herns transported on the Conpany's
di stribution system

The proposed i nbal ance charge reflects costs
borne by the Conpany to manage net i nbal ance dekat her ns,
transportation service custoners divided by the
i nbal ance dekatherns that are over the 5 percent
tol erance threshold. The resulting inbalance rate of
8.9 cents is 3.5 percent |ower than the transportation
i mbal ance charge currently in effect.

This charge will only be applied to
transportation service volunmes that differ from
nom nati on volunmes nore than 5 percent. The
transportati on inbal ance charge continues to serve its
i ntended purpose and is just, reasonable, and in the
public service, and the Conpany requests approval of
these interimrates effective February 1st, 2024.

And this concludes nmy summary.

M5. CLARK: M. Jackson is available for

cross-examnation and from-- for Conm ssion questions.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.
M. Grecu, any questions for the Division?
MR. GRECU. No questi ons.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Ckay. | don't have any
questions either. Thank you very nuch, M. Jackson.
Di vision, would you like to call your first
witness in this docket?
MR. GRECU. Division would |ike to, again,
call Ryan, M. Ryan Daigle.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Hell o, M. Daigle. Again,
you're still sworn. Please -- please proceed.
MR. DAl GLE: Thank you.
RYAN DAI GLE
havi ng previ ously been sworn, testified as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR, GRECU.
Q. M. Daigle, could you please state and spel
your nane for the record.
A Ryan Daigle, Ry-a-n D-a-i-g-1-e.
Q And by whom are you enpl oyed, and what is your
position?
A The Division of Public Utilities, and |'m a
utility anal yst.
Q And your business address?

A. 160 East 300 South, Salt Lake City, Utah
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Q And can you provide a brief overview of your
educati onal and relevant -- educational background and
rel evant work experience?

A. | have about ten years of experience in oil
and gas and regul atory work, and | have a bachelor's of
sci ence i n nmechani cal engi neering.

Q And have you participated in this docket on

behal f of the Division?

A | have.
Q And did you prepare and cause to be filed or
participate in the preparation of the filing of the

Di vision's Action Request Response filed on

January 16th, 2024, in this docket?

A | did.

Q Do you have any changes or corrections to
t hat ?

A. | do not.

Q And do you adopt the contents of that filing
as part of your testinony today?

A. | do.

Q And based on your review, would approval of
the application be just, reasonable, and in the public
I nterest?

A. It woul d.
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MR. GRECU: [|'d like to nove to admt t
Di vision's Action Request Response filed on
January 16t h, 2024.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Thank you.

Any objection from Dom ni on on that not

MS. CLARK: No objection.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Ckay. M. Gecu, t

nmotion is -- your notion is granted.

he

ion?

he

(DPU s Action Request Response admtted

into evidence.)

MR. GRECU. Thank you.

Q (BY MR GRECU) M. Daigle, do you have a

summary to share today?

A. | do. May | proceed?
Q. Yes, please.
A. The transportation inbal ance charge was

established to charge transportati on custoners for the

suppl i er non-gas services which are being used on the

Company' s natural gas distribution network. The

cal culations of this rate is based on the nethodol ogy

approved in Docket Number 14-057-31 and is to be

adj usted with each pass-through filing and in the next

gener al rate case.

This is the second adjustnent in 2023,

and t he

proposed adjustnent represents a change fromto $0.09187
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per dekathermto $0.08869 per dekatherm and is

cal cul ated based on the actual volunmes of gas used by
the transportation custoners for the 12 nont hs ended
Novenber 30th, 2023.

This rate applies to custoners who are taking
service under the transportation rate schedul es, and any
amount collected is credited to the GS custoners through
the 191 account. This transportation inbal ance charge
rate does not inpact all transportation custoners and
applies only when a custoner's noni nations are outside
of a 5 percent daily tolerance limt. Transportation
custoners can mnimze or entirely avoid the
transportation inbal ance charge through accurate daily
gas nom nati ons.

Based on our initial review, the Division
concl udes that the requested changes and the resulting
rates are just, reasonable, and in the public interest.
The Division reconmmends the proposed rate and changes be
approved on an interimbasis with the proposed effective
date of February 1st, 2024, until a full audit review of
the 191 account can be conpl et ed.

Thi s concludes ny sunmary. Thank you.

MR. GRECU: The witness is now avail able for
cross-exam nati on and any questions fromthe hearing

of ficer.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Ms. C ark, any questions
from Dom ni on?

M5. CLARK: No questions -- no, no questions.
Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFICER: | didn't have any
guestions for you either. Thank you very nuch,

M. Daigle.

MR. DAl GLE: Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Okay. Wiy don't we nove
on to the next docket, which is Docket 23-057-27, and,
Ms. Cl ark, please proceed.

M5. CLARK: Thank you. W once again cal
M. Jackson.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Hell o, M. Jackson.
You're still under oath.

Pl ease go ahead, Ms. Cl ark.

JESSE JACKSON
havi ng previously been sworn, testified as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY M5. CLARK:

Q M. Jackson, in this docket the Conpany filed
a verified application along with acconpanyi ng Exhibits
1.1 through 1.6. Were those docunents al so prepared by
you or under your direction?

A. Yes.
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Q And do you adopt the contents of these -- of
t hose docunments as part of your testinony today?

A Yes, | do.

MS. CLARK: The Conpany woul d nmove for the
adm ssion of the verified application in this docket
al ong with acconpanyi ng Exhibits 1.1 through 1.6.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

M. Grecu, any objection to the notion?

MR. GRECU. No objection.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Ckay. Thank you.

Your notion is granted, Ms. C ark.

(DEU s Verified Application and Exhibits
1.1-1.6 admtted into evidence.)

MS. CLARK: Thank you.

Q. (BY MS. CLARK) M. Jackson, can you pl ease
sunmari ze the relief that the Conpany seeks in the 27
docket today?

A. Yes. In this docket the Conpany seeks to
adj ust the infrastructure tracker replacenent rate to
i nclude investnent related to replacenent projects that
were in service as of Decenber 31, 2023. The Conpany is
requesting $2.9 mllion in annual revenue related to
this investnent, and, if approved, this would result in
an increase of $1.64 per year or .17 percent paid by a

typi cal custonmer using 70 dekatherns per year
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The proposed rates are just, reasonable, and
in the public interest. Therefore, the Conpany requests
that the rates be approved on an interimbasis with an
effective date of February 1st, 2024. And this
concl udes ny sunmary.

M5. CLARK: M. Jackson is available for
cross-exam nati on and questions fromthe Comm ssion.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Thank you.

M. Grecu, any questions for M. Jackson?

MR. GRECU. No questions.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. | do have a couple
of questions.

EXAM NATI ON
BY PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:

Q. So I'Il note for the record that DEU filed an
application to change the infrastructure rate adjustnent
on Decenber 1st, 2023, in Docket 23-057-22, and that was
granted by order dated Decenber 21st, 2023. And now on
Decenber 23rd -- or 28th, 2023, in this docket, DEU s
filed another application to change the infrastructure
rate adjustnment. It's an application very simlar to
the one that was just filed and ruled on. So | just
want to clarify something quickly here.

If | conpare those two applications, the 22 --

-22 application and the -27 application, it appears that
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the difference between those two applications is -- it's
just the date range of the -- of the -- the date range
that's covered by the incurred costs. That is, that the
22 application addressed -- addressed costs through
Novenmber 2023, and this -27 application addresses costs
only in the nonth of December 2023.

Is that accurate, M. Jackson?

A Yeah, that's accurate.
Q Okay.
A Yeah. The costs get noved to get recovery as

soon as accounting closes those projects and they're

not -- they're no longer in the construction work and
process account. So as they get noved out, we | ook at
it, and then we can decide if it's prudent to file a
pass -- or the tracker to recover those costs. So yeah.
Yeah, that would be accurate.

Q. Okay. And the genesis of the question was --
this application | ooked a lot |like one | just saw --
that's really where it cane from So your answer is
"yes" to ny question, which was a | ong question, but
basically the Decenber 2023 costs are captured in this
new -27 application, and they weren't in the -22
application?

A Yes, correct.

Q Thank you. | will follow back with DPU on
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t hat sanme sort of confirmation.

So anot her question | had -- and be patient
with me on this one, because it relates back to the
general rate case order -- is that in that order, which
was i ssued Decenber 28th, 2022, in Docket 22-057-03, as
it relates to the infrastructure replacenent adjustnent,
there is a requirement in that order that DEU provide
verification to insure the tracker costs have not been
included twice and the request is that it happen in an
upconi ng tracker proceeding, and | will read for the
record the exact | anguage so you all can be oriented
properly.

It's, again, on page 16, and |I'mjust going to
read the penultimte sentence. So, contextually, there
may be sone things mssing that we can tal k about. But
it says, "We also direct, consistent with prior orders
and to ensure programtransparency, that DEU provide
verification in an upcom ng tracker proceeding to ensure
no tracker costs have been included twice, period.” And
that cl oses the discussion on page 16, which actually
begi ns on 13.

So | guess ny question is -- |'ve |ooked at
that, and |1've | ooked at the history of DEU s tracker
filings since that order was issued, and by ny count,

there's been two: One was the -22 docket, and the
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second is this -27 docket. And | have been unable to
find any sort of witten verification as it relates to
either of those two tracker proceedings.
So the question -- first question is am|

m ssing -- are we m ssing sonething? Has sonme sort of
verification been filed with respect to either one of
the earlier filing or docket or this current -27 docket?

A | think the information that would neet that
requirenment is found in Exhibit 1.1, and that shows the

costs that were put into each project by nonth. And

then if you follow the detail, you can see where once we
were -- we reached the 84.7 thousand threshold, then we
start noving costs to recover in the rate -- the tracker
rate.

Q. Okay. So that's hel pful. Thank you very much
for that. Because I'mjust trying to figure out -- and,
again, as | said, be patient with nme. Because while ny
gquesti on was have -- have you witten -- have you
submtted something in witing? And your question --
your answer was, yes, |look at the exhibits. | guess I
was | ooki ng for sonmething nore express that says, "I
hereby verify that there's been no double counting,"” but
t hat being said, that was just the concept in nmy head.

What you're saying today to nme under oath is,

yes, while it m ght not be exactly as you just
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envisioned it, M. Delaney, it's still in there,

relative to the -- beginning with Exhibit 1.1 and

proceedi ng through, then, the details supporting 1.1.
So it sounds to nme --

A. Yes.

Q -- that you're in a position, actually, to
make that verification under oath today. Does anyone --
| mean, I'mjust looking to try to tie this into a
l[ittle tighter knot here.

So are you, M. Jackson, in a position to nmake

that verification today as a -- as reflected in the
order that there's been no -- nothing counted tw ce thus
far?

A. Yeah. And then I'll also just refer to

paragraph 4a in the application where there's also a
commentary on that.

Q. That too is very helpful. Did you say
paragraph -- repeat that again. I|I'msorry. | was
trying to find my docunment. Paragraph 47

A Paragraph 4 -- 4, yeah.

Q Okay. And this is a verified application,
verified by you, | assunme. Oh, it's actually verified
by M. Mendenhall. Okay. Okay. W can -- I'm-- |I'm
fine on where we stand. Thanks for providing nme the

information you provided nme. | think, you know, while
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we're here, | just wanted to get what we could to try to
tie that up, and | think we're -- | think we're pretty
close. 1'll talk to the Division about that too.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. That's -- that's it
fromny questions for M. Jackson on this docket.

M. Grecu, did you -- do you have any
guestions of the w tness now?

MR. GRECU. No questions, no.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Ckay. G eat. Thank you,
M. Jackson.

VWhy don't we nove to the Division and your
W t ness?

MR. GRECU: The Division would like to call
M. Eric Oton.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Good norning, M. Oton.

MR. ORTON: Good norni ng.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Do you swear to tell the
truth?

MR. ORTON: Yes, | do.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

M. Grecu, please proceed.

ERI C ORTON
was sworn and testified as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR, GRECU:
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Q Coul d you please state and spell your nane for
t he record.

A. My nanme is Eric Orton. That's E-r-i-c
Or-t-o-n.

Q And by whom are you enpl oyed, and what is your
position?

A "' m enpl oyed by the Utah Division of Public
Uilities. M titleis a utility technical consultant.

Q. And what is your business address?

A 160 East 300 South here in Salt Lake City.

Q Coul d you provide a brief overview of your
educati onal background and rel evant work experience?

A Certainly. | have a master's in business
adm ni stration, and |I've been in utility regulation here
in Uah for over 25 years.

Q Have you participated in this docket on behalf
of the Division?

A | have.

Q Regar di ng your participation, could you
descri be your activities?

A Certainly. | reviewed the application as well
as the filed exhibits, conpared those to the previous
filing |last nonths and the appropriate section of the
tariff. | also referenced other filings in the past,

did nmy analysis, and conposed the Division's coments.
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Q Did you prepare and cause to be filed or
participate in the preparation and filing of the

Di vision's Action Request Response filed on Decenber --

or -- excuse me -- January 16th, 2024, in this docket?
A | did.
Q Do you have any changes or corrections to that
filing?
A No. It's accurate, as far as |'m aware.

Q. Do you adopt the contents of that filing as
part of your testinony today?

A | do.

Q And based on your review, would approval of
this application be just, reasonable, and in the public
interest?

A Yes, on an interim basis.

MR. GRECU. Okay. I1'd like to nove to admt
the Division's Action Request Response filed on
January 16th, 2024.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Thank you.

Ms. Clark, any objection to that notion?

MS. CLARK: No objection.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. Thank you.

M. Grecu, your nmotion is granted.

(DPU s Action Request Response admtted

into evidence.)
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MR. GRECU. Thank you.
Q. (BY MR GRECU) M. Oton, do you have a

sunmary to share today?

A | do.
Q Pl ease proceed.
A. Thank you. Based on our prelimnary review of

the application, the Division recomends the Conm ssion
approve the proposed rates in this infrastructure rate
adjustnent filing as requested by Dom nion on an interim
basis with an effective date of February 1, 2024.

Dom nion filed this application requesting to
modi fy the infrastructure rate adjustnent to the
di stribution non-gas cost portion of its Utah natural
gas rates schedul es pursuant to Section 2.07 of its
tariff.

The current proposal represents a revenue
requi rement increase of $2.869 mllion. |If approved,
the typical GS residential customer would see an annual
i ncrease of $1.64 or .017 percent. This application
conplies with past Comm ssion orders.

Based on the Division's initial review, the
Di vi sion recommends that the proposed rates are just,
reasonable, and in the public interest. The Division
recommends the Commi ssion approve the proposed rates on

an interimbasis until the Division can conplete its
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audit review, at which time it will make a final
recommendation to the Comm ssion to include prudently
incurred costs in general rates as part of the next
general rate case.

That concludes ny summary. Thank you.

MR. GRECU: The witness is now avail able for

cross-exam nati on and questions fromthe hearing

of ficer.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Ms. Clark, any questions from Dom nion for
M. Oton?

MS. CLARK: No, thanks.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. Thank you.

And | don't have any questions for -- oh, you
know what? | said | did earlier. So | do now

EXAM NATI ON

BY PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:

Q M. Oton, | -- you were -- you were present
and hopefully listening to my questions | posed to
M. Jackson?

A | was.

Q Good. So | can hopefully avoid having to
repeat what were otherw se very |ong questions to begin
with. 1'll try to sumit up. So the first question as

to this docket was the difference between the -22 docket
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and the -27 docket.
Do you renenber those -- that |ine of
guestioni ng?

A | do, yes.

Q Ckay. And based on your attention to that
i ne of questioning, do you have any di sagreenent with
M. Jackson's testinmony that the -22 docket -- | nean --
sorry -- the -27 dockets inclusions are different from
what was in the -22 inclusion relative to a date range?

A That's exactly right. This is really one nore
nmont h.

(Reporter clarification.)

Q. (BY MR GRECU) That's exactly the way I

shoul d have asked the question. Thank you very nmuch.

The next question has to do with the
verification issue, and you were present for that |ine
of questioning; right?

A. | was.

Q Okay. So M. Jackson's testinony was that
there's a couple of ways fromwitten subm ssions thus
far that woul d support that verification, the first one
being Exhibit 1.1 attached to this -- this filing and
its detail.

Woul d you agree with M. Jackson's concl usion

that that would serve as a verification of no double
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counti ng?

A | think it would serve as a verification.
However, if | may, | do really |like the idea of boxing
it in nore closely. | think a statenent fromthe

Conpany to that thought would be beneficial in one of
these filings, that there is no double counting.

Q Okay. We'll take that under consideration.

| guess the -- let me -- let nme ask you on his

second point of information that further supports that
t hey have verified this statenent, which was paragraph 4
in the verified application. Now, | know that does cite
to Exhibit 1.1, but do you agree with M. Jackson's
testinony that paragraph 4 of the verified application,
which definitionally is verified, further supports the
concl usion that there is no double counting?

A. | think it's a supported evidence, but | stil
woul d rat her have a concl usive statenent saying that.
So, yes, it is supported. | agree.

Q Okay. Okay. That's all the questions | have
for you, M. Oton.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  But | would like to ask

Ms. Nelson, as | asked M. Grecu when | passed your
wi t ness, do you have any foll ow up questions based on
what | just talked to M. Orton about?

MS. CLARK: | do not. Thanks.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. Thank you. Okay.
Shall we -- thank you, M. Oton.

Shall we nove on to the next docket, the | ast
docket? Okay. W are going to now discuss Docket
23-057-28.

Ms. Clark, please feel free to call your first
W t ness.

MS. CLARK: Thank you. The Conpany calls
Austin Summers.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Good norning, M. --

MR. SUMMERS: Good norni ng.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  -- Summers. Nice to see
you.

MR. SUMMERS: Thank you. Good to see you.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Do you swear to tell the
truth?

MR. SUMMERS: Yes, sir. | do.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Pl ease proceed, Ms. Cl ark.

MS. CLARK: Thank you.
AUSTI N SUMVERS

was sworn and testified as follows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. CLARK:

Q M. Sumers, please state your nane and
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busi ness address for the record.

A. My nane is Austin Summers. M business
address is 333 South State Street, Salt Lake City, Utah.

Q. What position do you hold with the conpany?

A "' ma manager of rates and regul ati on.

Q M. Sumrers, the Conpany filed a verified
application with acconpanying Exhibits 1.1 through 1.8
in this docket and also filed reply coments with
exhibits that are attached as 1.1 and -- 1.1R and 1.2R
Were all these docunents prepared by you or under your
di rection?

A. Yes, they were.

Q. And do you adopt the contents of these
docunents as your testinony today?

A Yes.

Q And do you have any corrections to any of
t hese docunents?

A. | do have one correction in the application.

| am | ooking at the application on the first page, the

first paragraph, and I am-- one, two, three -- four
lines down on that -- the line that starts with
"adjustnment." And that |ine reads, "Adjustnent to the

Di stribution Non-Gas (DNG) cost portions of its Utah GS,
FS, IS, TSF, and TSI --" TSF and TSI shoul d be changed

to TSF, TSM and TSL. The TSF and TSI rates were done
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away with, and those new rate classes have taken their
pl ace.

MS. CLARK: And the Conpany woul d then nove
for the adm ssion of the application and acconpanyi ng
Exhibits 1.1 through 1.8 as corrected and also the reply
comments with the acconpanying Exhibits 1.1R and 1. 2R

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

M. Grecu, any objection fromthe Division on
the notion that's pending?

MR. GRECU. No objection.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. Ms. Clark, your
motion i s granted.

(DEU s Verified Application and Exhibits
1.1-1.8 and DEU s Reply Comments and
Exhibits 1.1R and 1.2R admtted into

evi dence.)

MS. CLARK: Thank you so much

Q (BY MS. CLARK) M. Summers, can you pl ease
summari ze the relief that the Conpany seeks in this
application?

A Yes. | can. And | note that ny canmera -- it
| ooks like it has stopped noving, on ny screen anyway,
but I"'mstill here. So |l will give ny -- nmy sumary.

I n Docket Nunber 23-057-28, Dom nion Energy is

requesting rate recovery for investnent nade in the
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rural expansion projects that are currently in service.

This includes Eureka, Goshen, Elberta, and Green River.

These i nvestnents were nmade t hrough Novenmber 30th, 2023,
and include the costs of the high pressure and

i nternmedi ate high pressure mains that were installed to
serve Goshen, Elberta, and Green River. It also

i ncludes the cost of the service |lines that have al ready
been installed and are serving new custoners.

This is the Conpany's second request under the
rural expansion tracker nodel that was approved by the
Comm ssion in Docket Nunber 19-057-31. Though these
communities are all being served, they each still have
service lines being installed. The cost of additional
service lines will be brought to the Comm ssion in
future applications.

| have read the Division's nmeno in this docket
where it recommended that the Conpany's request be
deni ed. The Conpany worked with the Division to
alleviate its concerns, and in the Conpany's reply
comments, it provided new DEU Exhibits 1.1R and 1.2R
These new exhi bits show t he expansi on area where each
project took place. These updated exhibits should
address the Division's concern regardi ng the projects
that were included in the cost.

The Division's memo al so said that the
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Conpany's request should be denied until an audit can be
performed. The Conpany's reply comments clarified that
the rates should be approved on an interim basis and
that an audit of the cost happen later. This is the
same process that is described in the tariff and is the
sane process that is used in the Conpany's pass-through
filings, infrastructure replacenent filings, and others.

The investnent in this docket provides the
requested increnental revenue requirenent of $2,992, 125.
A typical GS residential custoner using 70 dekat herns
per year will see an increase in their annual bills of
$1.69, or an increase of about 0.18 percent.

The Conpany believes it has addressed the
concerns raised in the Division's neno and that the
requested rates should be approved.

These changes are just, reasonable, and in the
public interest, and the Conpany requests Commi ssion
approval of these interimrates with an effective date
of February 1st, 2024. And that concludes nmy summary.

M5. CLARK: M. Summers is available for
cross-exam nati on and Conm ssion questions.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

M. Grecu, any questions on behalf of the
Division for this w tness?

MR. GRECU. The Division has no questions.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Thank you. And | don't

have any questions either. Thank you, M. Sunmers.

MR. SUMMERS: Thank you.

PRESI DI NG OFFICER:. M. Gecu, if you'd |like

to call your wtness.

MR. GRECU: The Division calls Matthew

Per ni chel e.
MR. PERNI CHELE: Good norni ng.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Good norni ng,

M. Pernichele. Do you swear to tell the truth?

MR. PERNI CHELE: Yes.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you very nuch.
M. Grecu, you may proceed.
MR. GRECU. Thank you.
MATTHEW PERNI CHELE
was sworn and testified as foll ows:
DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR GRECU:
Q Coul d you pl ease state and spell your nane for
t he record.
A It's Matt Pernichele, Ma-t-t
P-e-r-n-i-c-h-e-1-e.
Q. By whom are you enpl oyed, and what is your
position?
A. | am enpl oyed by the Utah Division of Public
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Uilities, where | ama utility analyst.
Q. And what is your business address?
A. 160 East 300 South, Salt Lake City, Utabh.
Q. And coul d you provide a brief overview of your

educati onal background and rel evant work experience?

A. | have an MBA and a JD fromthe University of
Uah. | was a -- in various roles in accounting and
finance for eight years. |'ve been a controller for a

smal | conpany, and |'ve attended several training
cl asses since |'ve been with the Division.

Q Have you participated in this docket on behal f
of the Division?

A. Yes.

Q And regarding that participation, could you
briefly describe your activities?

A. | reviewed Domnion's filing in this docket
and the previous dockets that flowed into it. | asked
sonme clarifying questions of Dom nion |ast week. |
wrote the Division' s action response request and
nodi fied that with nmy reply coments.

Q And do you have any changes or corrections to
t hose filings?

A | do not.

Q. And do you adopt the contents of those filings

as part of your testinony today?
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A Yes, | do.

Q. And based on your initial review, would
approval of the Conpany's application be just,
reasonable, and in the public interest?

A. Yes.

MR GRECU: 1'd like to nove to admit the
Di vision's Action Request Response filed January 16th,
2024, and the Reply Comments filed January 19th, 2024.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.
Ms. Clark, any objection to the pending
noti on?
MS. CLARK: No. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. Thank you.
M. Grecu, your notion is granted.
(DPU s Action Request Response and Reply
Coments admtted into evidence.)
MR. GRECU. Thank you.
Q (BY MR GRECU) M. Pernichele, do you have a

summary to share today?

A. Yes.
Q Pl ease proceed.
A. The Divi sion recommends that the Conm ssion

approve Doni nion's application and proposed new rates on
an interimbasis, pending an audit as part of Dom nion's

next general rate case. The application neets the
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rel evant requirenments established by statute and the
Comm ssion's orders, and the resulting rates are just,
reasonable, and in the public interest.

Dom nion is asking the Commi ssion to allow it
to add certain costs of expanding service to the rural
expansi on tracki ng nechanismso it can start to recover
t hese costs in rates. This will add approxi mately
$23.67 mllion to the RETM which is the cost Dom nion
incurred to expand service to Eureka, Elberta, and
Goshen and Green River between January 22 -- January of
2022 and Decenber of 2023.

The typical GS custoner's bill would go up by
$1. 69 per year and an -- which is an increase of
.18 percent. Dom nion proposes adding these costs to
rates begi nning February 1st of this year.

The Division initially recommended denying the
application due to lack of certain information, as
M. Summers outlined. |'ve discussed that with
M. Sumrers and others at Dom ni on, and they have
answered nmy questions and provi ded additional
information that allowed nme to nmatch the expenses and
assurances that the projects they' re putting into the
RETM are in service. They also explained to me ny error
on the auditing procedure for this sort of docket.

That concl udes ny summary.
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Q Thank you.
MR. GRECU: The witness is available for
cross-exam nation and questions fromthe hearing
of ficer.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.
Ms. Clark, any questions for this wi tness?
MS. CLARK: No questions. Thanks.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Ckay. | do have a couple

of questions for you, sir.

EXAM NATI ON
BY PRESI DI NG OFFI CER
Q First one is M. Sumers nmade a nodification
to his -- to Domnion's original filing in his testinony

as it relates to the TS class. Does that change that he
made today in any way alter your -- the Division's
recommendati on and/ or your testinony today?

A | don't believe so. That nust be in a newer
version of the tariff than the one I'musing. So |
haven't actually checked that yet. So -- | don't

believe it does.

Q Okay.

A. But if you feel as though -- | nean, |
would -- it would be nice to check it.

Q. If | understood M. Summers' testinony, the

change is based on what happened in the general rate
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case and how the transportation classes were split up
and redefi ned.

PRESI DI NG OFFICER: I f | can bounce back to
M. Sumrers. |Is that -- is that right, M. Sumrers?

MR. SUMMERS: That is correct.

Q (BY PRESI DI NG OFFI CER) Okay. Let's park that
one for a mnute because that -- that you -- you aren't
certain and that you'd like to check nakes me inclined
to take a break here and do that, or at |east confer
with counsel, and it | ooks |like you guys are not in the
same room So that m ght take a second.

If the representation were nade that the -- in
fact, what | just said, which is that the general rate
case split up the former transportation class into
different classes and -- and M. Summers' change sinmply
reflects the new acronymthat's assigned to each new
class, would that make you feel any better about not
needing to check -- and the answer could be no. If you
still want to check, let nme know. But does that make
you feel any better?

A. No, that woul d.

Q Okay.
A I'"'m confortable with that.
Q Okay. | think we're going to nove on. |

guess | just provided potential testinony, but that
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wasn't the intention.

Okay. So the next question is -- |I'mglad
t hi ngs got resolved between the parties before today's
hearing. | nmeant what | said when | said thank you for
the filings on Friday. But because of where it was
procedurally, it did put me in a position to really,
really, really, really dig in.

So | do need to ask you a questi on,
M . Pernichele, because you use a phrase in your initial
office -- or excuse ne -- the initial comments that you
sai d you authored on January 16th, and it's called the
"conpl eteness test."

A. MM hmm

Q And any tinme a | awer sees a test, it nmakes ne
wonder, "uh oh."™ So explain to nme -- and you used it
twice. So explain to nme what -- what it is that you
think -- let me ask you this.

Do you think there is such a thing as a

conpl et eness test?

A You' re asking nme?
Q Yes.
A | guess it's kind of a semantic question of

what you consider to be a test as opposed to a
requirement. The way | read this was --

Q Sir, excuse ne. \Wen you say "this" -- that
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anot her question | have | should have asked in advance.
Is "this" your citation to Docket 21-057-30, page 3?

A. | believe that's correct. |Is that the
Comm ssion's order approving the application for the
expansi on to Eureka?

Q Wwell, first of all, that's your citation --

A Okay.

Q -- in your use of that "test" phrase.

A Okay.

Q. But, yes, | -- | believe --

A. Well, that's where | -- that's where ny

under standi ng of this cones from
Q. Okay. So your use of the word "test"™ was not
in the | egal sense, but you did say "requirenents." So

you read that as a requirenent for these sorts of

matters, that three part -- there's three requirenments?
A. Yes. That -- the three requirenents are
left -- not the test but the three requirenents

t hensel ves are [audio distortion].

Q Sir, I"'msorry. I'msorry. | could not hear
what you just said. | apol ogize.

A Oh, sorry. The -- the three parts of that are
lifted fromthat Conm ssion order, and if the Comm ssion
wanted to have said sonething nore straightforward, |ike

you can recover, you know, the cost of neans when
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they're in and distribution |ines when they're in, then
t hey woul d have said that, but that's not what they

said. So this is how !l interpreted what they said.

Q. Okay.

A. If you'll -- | quoted that directly -- if it's
hel pful, |1 quoted that directly in the reply coments.

Q Yeah. | -- | do see that, but I wll note
that -- that where the | anguage is comng fromis DPU s
coment s.

A Oh.

Q In -- in -- in that -- that order reflects,
under the heading, "DPU s Comments." Do you see that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And -- and | take, though, regardl ess
of how this is characterized, your January 19th -- were
you the author of -- | think you testified that you were
t he aut hor of the January 19th --

A. Yes, | was.

Q -- 2024 -- okay. You -- that docunent further
says, then, in relation to those three itens that begins
on page 2, "the requirenents set by the Comm ssion." So
that, to ne, seens consistent with your belief that this
is sonething the Conm ssion has required; is that
correct?

A. Yes. | didn't -- | cut and pasted that,
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essentially, fromthe Conm ssion's order, not from DPU
comments. The Comm ssion may have referenced it from
DPU coments, but | don't recall if that's the case.

Q. Okay. Al right. So what |I'mgetting from
your testinony is that on the phrase "conpl eteness

test,” you don't necessarily nean that in any other way
ot her than you believe these are requirenents that were
established by the Commission as it relates to these

sorts of dockets; is that accurate?

A Yes.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Ckay. Okay. | -- | don't
have anything further for this wtness, but | do wonder
if -- Ms. Clark, do you have any questions for this

wi tness on that latter |line of questioning?

M5. CLARK: | don't. | would sinply refer the
Comm ssion back to its own order and then also to the
reply comments. | think the Conpany woul d stand upon
the reply comments and the contents of that order and --
and the representations there that M. Summers has
adopted as his own testinony today, that -- that those
are sinply reiterations of comentary fromthe Division
and that that purported test does not appear in ordering
| anguage.

That said, | think M. Sumrers has al so

i ndi cated that we're happy to provide the requested
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i nformati on going forward and that we recommend t hat
audit occur in accordance with the provisions of the
tariff, notw thstandi ng what the Division's comments
said or how the order sunmarized those.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. Thank you very nuch
for that clarification.

Okay. So | want to circle back to the first
thing because it's still kind of bugging nme. So,
M. Pernichele, are you okay -- is it your testinony now
that M. Summers' change to the transportati on acronymns
on that -- in that first paragraph of the verified
application does not change your -- the Division's
recomrendati on or your testinony?

MR. PERNI CHELE: Yes.

PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Ckay. Thank you. We put
a bow on that one.

Okay. | don't have anything further, and

unl ess anybody has anything further, we're at the end of

t he road.
Anyt hing further, M. Gecu?
MR. GRECU. Nothing further fromthe Division.
PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. Thank you.
Ms. Clark?
MS. CLARK: Nothing further fromthe Conpany.
Thanks.
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PRESI DI NG OFFI CER: Okay. Thanks everybody

for being here today. Thanks for your preparation.

Thanks for your presentations. W're aware of the

requested effective date, and we will be adjourned.

Thank you.
(This hearing was concl uded at

10: 00 a.m MI.)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF UTAH )

)
COUNTY OF UTAH )

|, BROOKE SI MMS, an |daho Certified Shorthand
Reporter, Utah State Certified Court Reporter, and
Regi stered Professional Reporter, hereby certify:

THAT the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken
before ne at the tinme and place set forth in the caption
hereof; that the proceedi ngs were taken down by ne in
short hand and thereafter ny notes were transcribed
t hrough conputer-aided transcription; and the foregoing
transcript constitutes a full, true, and accurate record
of such oral proceedings had, and of the whole thereof.

| have subscribed ny nanme on this 1st

day of February, 2024.

Brooke Sinmms, RPR, CCR, CSR

| daho CSR No. 1174
Utah CCR No. 12335391-780
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Utah Rules of Civil Procedure
Part V. Depositions and Discovery

Rule 30

(E) Submission to Witness; Changes; Signing.

Within 28 days after being notified by the officer
that the transcript or recording is available, a
witness may sign a statement of changes to the form
or substance of the transcript or recording and the
reasons for the changes. The officer shall append

any changes timely made by the witness.

DISCLAIMER: THE FOREGOING CIVIL PROCEDURE RULES
ARE PROVIDED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY.
THE ABOVE RULES ARE CURRENT AS OF APRIL 1,

2019. PLEASE REFER TO THE APPLICABLE STATE RULES

OF CIVIL PROCEDURE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.




VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the colloquies, questions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access

controls. Electronic files of documents are stored




in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Assoclates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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