- BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF UTAH -

In the Matter of the Public Service DOCKET NO. 17-999-06
Commission’s Process for Recognition or
Issuance of Renewable Energy Certificates REQUEST FOR COMMENTS

ISSUED: March 3, 2017

The Public Service Commission of Utah (PSC) observes that 2017 marks the
approximate midway point between the 2008 enactment of Part 6, Carbon Emissions Reductions
for Electrical Corporations of the Energy Resource Procurement Act (Act), codified at Utah
Code Ann. 88§ 54-17-601 to -607 (Part 6), and the PSC’s July 1, 2027 deadline for its report to
the Legislature required by Section 54-17-604(8)(a) of the Act.! The PSC has also reviewed the
Division of Public Utilities’ (DPU) 2011 and 2016 renewable energy progress reports filed with
the Legislature pursuant to Part 6.2 The PSC appreciates the DPU’s work in preparing these
reports as well as the DPU’s collaboration with PacifiCorp, the Utah Rural Electric Association,
and several rural electric cooperatives.

Part 6 of the Act, in pertinent part, directs the PSC to “establish a process for issuance or
recognition of a renewable energy certificate [(REC)].”* In recent years, the PSC has approved
the use of the Western Renewable Energy Generation Information System (WREGIS) for

management and tracking of RECs in PacifiCorp’s Blue Sky Program* and Subscriber Solar

! See Utah Code Ann. § 54-17-604(8)(a) (LexisNexis 2010) (“By July 1, 2027, the [PSC] shall submit to the
Legislature a report summarizing the final progress reports and recommending any legislative changes.”).

2 See id. 8§ 54-17-604(6) and -604(7).

3 See id. § 54-17-603(1).

4 See Rocky Mountain Power Electric Service Schedule No. 70 (Renewable Energy Rider — Optional) (Special
Conditions 5: “Beginning February 1, 2008, all RECs purchased under the program must conform with Green-e
Energy national standards and be Green-e certified or Green-e certifiable. Beginning January 1, 2009, all RECs
purchased are expected to be registered with . . . (WREGIS) or as otherwise approved by the [PSC] of Utah given
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Program,® and in several power purchase agreements between PacifiCorp and qualifying
facilities.® Additionally, the PSC has recognized PacifiCorp’s use of WREGIS for managing
RECs for its Renewable Energy Balancing Account.” These examples satisfy the Legislature’s
directive to the PSC, under Part 6 of the Act, to establish a process for recognition of RECs.®
Further, Part 6 permits the PSC to allow WREGIS to fulfill this statutory role.®

The PSC desires to ensure that parties have clear guidance on the PSC’s established

process for issuance or recognition of RECs. Accordingly, the PSC seeks comments on this issue
and whether any stakeholder believes additional PSC action is appropriate with respect to Part 6
of the Act.

Any interested stakeholder may submit comments on or before Thursday, June 1, 2017.

market availability.”). See also Rocky Mountain Power Electric Service Schedule No. 72 (Renewable Energy Rider
— Optional; Bulk Purchase Option) (stating same).

> See Rocky Mountain Power Electric Service Schedule No. 73 (Subscriber Solar Program Rider — Optional)
(Special Condition 9: “The Company will retain ownership of the Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) and all other
environmental attributes including but not limited to carbon emission reduction credits, which will be retired by the
Company on behalf of subscribers. [Clustomers may request to have RECs deposited in their own [WREGIS]
account at their own expense.”).

6 E.g., In the Matter of the Application of Rocky Mountain Power for Approval of the Power Purchase Agreement
between PacifiCorp and Iron Springs Solar, LLC, Docket No. 15-035-41; In the Matter of the Application of Rocky
Mountain Power for Approval of the Power Purchase Agreement between PacifiCorp and Granite Mountain Solar
East, LLC, Docket No. 15-035-42; and In the Matter of the Application of Rocky Mountain Power for Approval of
the Power Purchase Agreement between PacifiCorp and Granite Mountain Solar West, LLC, Docket No. 15-035-
43.

7 See, e.g., In the Matter of the Application of Rocky Mountain Power for Authority to Revise Rates in Tariff
Schedule 98, Renewable Energy Credits Balancing Account (Direct Testimony of Bruce W. Griswold — Allocation
of RBA Costs at 2, lines 38-39, filed March 15, 2016 (“[C]ontracts rely on the RECs that are transferred using . . .
(WREGIS).”)), Docket No. 16-035-10.

8 See infran.3.

9 See Utah Code Ann. § 54-17-603(3)(b) (“The commission may . . . allow use of a renewable energy certificate that
is issued, monitored, accounted for, or transferred by or through . . . [WREGIS] . . . to fulfill this part’s
provisions.”).
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DATED at Salt Lake City, Utah, March 3, 2017.

[s/ Gary L. Widerburg
Commission Secretary

DW#291986
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I CERTIFY that on March 3, 2017, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was delivered
upon the following as indicated below:

By U.S. Mail:

Jud Redden

Bridger Valley Electric Association, Inc.
PO Box 399

Mountain View, WY 82939

Josh Dellinger

Empire Electric Association, Inc.
PO Box K

Cortez, CO 81321-0676

Durand Robison, CEO

Flowell Electric Association, Inc.
495 North 3200 West

Fillmore, UT 84631

Randy Ewell, GM/CEO
Mt. Wheeler Power

PO Box 151000

Ely, NV 89315

Krinn McCoy, Board President
Raft River Rural Electric Co-op
PO Box 617

Malta, ID 83342

Daniel Ellsworth

General Manager

South Utah Valley Electric Service District
PO Box 349

Payson, UT 84651

Clay Fitch

Chief Executive Officer
Wells Rural Electric Co.
1451 Humboldt Ave.
Wells, NV 89835
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By Electronic-Mail:

Data Request Response Center (datarequest@pacificorp.com)
PacifiCorp

Robert C. Lively (bob.lively@pacificorp.com)
Rocky Mountain Power

Patricia Schmid (pschmid@utah.gov)
Justin Jetter (jjetter@utah.gov)
Robert Moore (rmoore@utah.gov)
Steven Snarr (ssnarr@utah.gov)
Assistant Utah Attorneys General

Erika Tedder (etedder@utah.gov)
Division of Public Utilities

Electric Docket Service List
Rural Electric Cooperatives:

David F. Crabtree (crabtree@deseretpower.com)
Deseret Generation & Transmission Cooperative

LaDel Laub (ladell@dixiepower.com)
Dixie Escalante Rural Electric Association

Marcus Lewis (marcus.lewis@garkane.com)
Garkane Energy

Alan Haslem (ahaslem@mleainc.com)
Moon Lake Electric Association, Inc.

Jeff Peterson (jpeterson@utahcooperatives.orq)
Utah Rural Electric Association

By Hand-Delivery:

Office of Consumer Services
160 East 300 South, 2nd Floor
Salt Lake City, UT 84111

Administrative Assistant
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