- BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF UTAH -

Investigation, Re: Utah Universal Public DOCKET NO. 24-999-10
Telecommunications Support Fund
Disbursements NOTICE OF TECHNICAL CONFERENCE

ISSUED: May 21, 2026

On March 4, 2024, the Public Service Commission (PSC) issued a Notice of
Docket and Technical Conference opening a docket to explore what information the
state’s rate-of-return regulated rural telecommunications utilities (“RILEC") and the
Division of Public Utilities (DPU) could provide that would be responsive to certain
concerns raised by Commissioner Harvey in his concurrences in PSC orders
establishing the 2024 Utah Universal Public Telecommunications Support Fund (UUSF)
annual disbursements. That technical conference was held on April 5, 2024.

This technical conference will be a follow-up to the April 2024 UUSF technical
conference. At a threshold level, have the UUSF payments been used to pay for
upgrades and expenses directly (i.e., the payments have offset and reduced the
RILEC's rate base amounts on a dollar for dollar basis) or have they been used to
simply make up the revenue requirement shortfall (i.e., the full cost of broadband
investments have gone into and remain in the RILEC's rate base accounts)? Given the
answer to that threshold question, the following topics and issues should be

addressed either from the UUSF perspective or the total investment perspective:
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1. For each year, 2024 and 2025:

a. The dollar amount of UUSF expended by each RILEC for the

deployment of broadband,

. The dollar amount of UUSF expended by each RILEC for the

operations and maintenance of broadband;

. The geographic scope of each RILEC’s actual broadband buildout; and

. The number of broadband customers added by each RILEC’s actual

buildout, as identified above.

2. The scope of each RILEC's future buildout, by year, for 2026, 2027, and 2028

of:

. The dollar amount of UUSF estimated to be expended by each RILEC

for future deployment of broadband,;

. The dollar amount of UUSF estimated to be expended by each RILEC

for future operations and maintenance of broadband,;

. The geographic scope of each RILEC’s estimate broadband buildout;

and

. The number of broadband customers estimated to be added by each

RILEC’s actual buildout, as identified above.
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3. In the long term, how long will UUSF payments for capital construction be
needed (i.e., when will the buildout be finished and only ongoing expenses
will need to be covered)?

4. The relationship of the foregoing topics and issues, if any, with the
Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (“BEAD”) program and the
funding available from the BEAD program, including such topics as:

a. Are there unserved or underserved customers who could be
connected using BEAD funds instead of UUSF payments?

b. A description of any BEAD funding application made, and the status
of those applications, for each RILEC.

c. If any RILEC has not pursued BEAD funding, an explanation as to why.

The PSC notices this technical conference to allow the RILECs, or their

representatives, and the DPU to present information on the foregoing topics and
issues and to facilitate stakeholder discussion. After the technical conference, the PSC
will evaluate whether any additional process is necessary or appropriate.

NOTICE OF TECHNICAL CONFERENCE

A technical conference will be held in this docket on Thursday, June 18, 2026,
beginning at 1:00 p.m., Fourth Floor Room 401, Heber M. Wells Building, 160 East 300

South, Salt Lake City, Utah.
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The PSC asks the RILECs to offer a presentation at the beginning of the
technical conference to inform attendees about the foregoing topics and issues and to
be prepared to discuss the same. The PSC also asks DPU to be prepared to participate
in any discussion regarding the foregoing topics and issues.

Any RILEC receiving UUSF disbursements that believes any of the requested
information is confidential must notify the PSC. That notification must be filed in this
docket on or before Monday, June 8, 2026, and it must include a statement signed by a
corporate officer specifying the nature of the information or data asserted to be
confidential and explaining why such information or data should be treated as
confidential under the applicable PSC rules. Any person desiring to attend this event
must show government-issued photo identification to be admitted past the building
security station.

Individuals wishing to participate in the conference remotely should contact the
PSC at least two days in advance by calling (801) 530-6716 or (toll-free) 1-866-PSC-
UTAH (1-866-772-8824) to receive connection information and instructions.

Individuals needing accommodations during this conference should notify the
PSC at 160 East 300 South, Salt Lake City, Utah 84111, (801) 530-6716, at least three

working days prior to the conference.
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DATED at Salt Lake City, Utah, May 21, 2026.

/s/ John E. Delaney
Presiding Officer

Attest:

/s/ Gary L. Widerburg
PSC Secretary

DW#345487
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| CERTIFY that on May 21, 2026, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was
served upon the following as indicated below:

By Email:

Rebecca Dilg (rdilg@utah.gov)
Director
Utah Broadband Center

(bawb@centracom.com)

Eddie Cox (ecox@cut.net)

Mike Plows (mplows@centracom.com)
Brad Welch (bradw@centracom.com)
Chad Wray (c.wray@centracom.com)
Bear Lake Communications, Inc.
Central Utah Telephone, Inc.

Skyline Telecom

Jenny Prescott (jenny.prescott@allwest.com)
All West Communications, Inc.

Natalie Gleave (natalieg@gtelco.net)

Kira Slawson (kslawson@blackburn-stoll.com)
Pat Thorne (pat@thorne-cpa.com)

Gunnison Telephone Company

Bruce H. Todd (btodd@stratanetworks.com)
Jason McKee (jmckee@stratanetworks.com)
UBTA-UBET Communications, Inc. dba Strata Networks

James Woody (jwoody@union-tel.com)

Chris Reno (creno@unionwireless.com)
DeEtte Wall (dwall@unionwireless.com)
Union Telephone Company

Kip A. Wilson (kip@directcom.com)
R. Michael Parish (michael@directcom.com)
Direct Communications Cedar Valley, LLC
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Wendy Stewart (wendyw@socen.com)
Annette Ormond (annetteo@socen.com)
South Central Utah Telephone Association, Inc.

Dallas Cox (dallasc@mail.manti.com)
Tami Hansen (tami@manti.com)
Manti Telephone Company

Cameron Francis (cameron.francis@beehive.net)
Charles Pritchett (charles.pritchett@beehive.net)
Larry Mason (larry.mason@beehive.net)

Beehive Telephone Company, Inc.

Leslie Zink (leslie.zink@ftr.com)

Jessica Matushek (jessica.matushek@ftr.com)

Citizens Telecommunications Company of Utah dba Frontier Communications of Utah
Navajo Communications Company, Inc. dba Frontier Navajo Communications Company

Brock Johansen (bjohansen@emerytelcom.com)
Darren Woolsey (dwoolsey@emerytelcom.com)
Carbon/Emery Telcom, Inc.

E Fiber Moab, LLC

E Fiber San Juan, LLC

Emery Telephone

Hanksville Telcom, Inc.

Patricia Schmid (pschmid@agutah.gov)
Patrick Grecu (pgrecu@agutah.gov)
Robert Moore (rmoore@agutah.gov)
Assistant Utah Attorneys General

Madison Galt (mgalt@utah.gov)
Division of Public Utilities
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Alyson Anderson (akanderson@utah.gov)
Cameron Irmas (cirmas@utah.gov)
Asami Kobayashi (akobayashi@utah.gov)
Jennifer Ntiamoah (jntiamoah@utah.gov)
Bela Vastag (bvastag@utah.gov)
(ocs@utah.gov)

Office of Consumer Services

/s/ Melissa R. Paschal

Lead Paralegal
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