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INTRODUCTION

Q.

»> O >

Please state your name, and present position.

Mitch Winegar. Manager, consultant, technician
How long have you been providing services to Mountain Sewer?

I have been providing services to Mountain Sewer off and on for almost 30 years.
I have been involved with the system essentially from the beginning.
How much have your bills to Mountain Sewer totaled each year?

The amounts that | have billed to Mountain Sewer have varied greatly. A few
years were as low as $500.00 and some years were around $60,000.00 or so.
Describe the timeliness and completeness of payments to you from Mountain Sewer
when Ron Catanzaro owned the company.

Mountain Sewer owed me about $80,000.00 (depending on penalties and interest)

when Ray Bowden and Valley Utility took ownership.

MOUNTAIN SEWER OPERATIONS

Q:

Describe the range of services that you typically perform for Mountain Sewer.

Keep pumps, blowers, alarms, force main, etc. working.

Describe the condition of the Mountain Sewer system at the time ownership was
transferred to Valley Utility.

The system was generally in need of upgrades. The pumps and force main were
always clogging due to illegal debris in the system. We were making service calls
sometimes twice weekly to unclog these items and get the pumps going again.
Describe recommendations you have made to Mountain Sewer regarding system

maintenance and improvements.
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I generated lists of proposed upgrades to controls, alarm system, pumps, force
mains, blowers, screens, etc. and provided estimated costs for each.

In Exhibit G7 (Special Assessment) to the Application for a General Rate Increase,
Mountain Sewer, under the heading “Remaining items to be done/paid”, seeks
funding through a special assessment for “Stainless Steel Screen” for $14,500.
Please describe the work to be performed and the necessity of performing this work.

The screen referred to is a filtration device. Sewer customers have historically
flushed debris or rags into the sewer system. This screen is a filtration system that will
collect and debris or rags before they reach the pump in the lift station. If such debris
reaches the pumps, the pumps will need to be shut down and cleaned out manually. Also,
the debris or rags can jam the pump and cause it to burn out. Replacing a burned out
pump costs approximately $8,000.

In Exhibit G7 (Special Assessment) to the Application for a General Rate Increase,
Mountain Sewer, under the heading “Remaining items to be done/paid”, seeks
funding through a special assessment for “Replace discharge flanges in sump” for
$13,000. Please describe the work to be performed and the necessity of performing
this work.

Although this is listed in the “remaining items,” this has actually already been
completed. We replaced the flanges and also installed new shutoff valves and backflow
prevention devices. This was done for about $11,000 total—Iess than initially
estimated—paid to Bachman Plumbing and Mitch Winegar. Mitch provided the
discharge flanges and Bachman provided valves, 90s and backflow preventers. However,

problems arose on the fit on the east pump, the pump had to be pulled and the slide rail
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assembly modified and machined resulting in charges of about $1,700.00 that are still
outstanding.

In Exhibit G7 (Special Assessment) to the Application for a General Rate Increase,
Mountain Sewer, under the heading “Remaining items to be done/paid”, seeks
funding through a special assessment to “Upgrade alarm system” for $6,400. Please
describe the work to be performed and the necessity of performing this work.

The alarm system currently installed is old and outdated. The purpose of the
alarm system is to alert the system operator if any of the pumps in the lift stations are
malfunctioning. Currently, the alarm system works probably 90% of the time which
necessitates the twice-daily checks by Mark Greene. Upgrading the alarm system is
absolutely necessary based on the system design and geography of the service area.
Since effluent must be pumped uphill to the lagoons, any failure of the lift stations can
cause flooding or other problems.

In Exhibit G7 (Special Assessment) to the Application for a General Rate Increase,
Mountain Sewer, under the heading “Remaining items to be done/paid”, seeks
funding through a special assessment to “Rebuild Blowers” for $4,500. Please
describe the work to be performed and the necessity of performing this work.

The blowers need to be rebuilt for both ponds. If the blowers are not functioning,
the ponds do not get aerated and the system capacity is reduced.

In Exhibit G7 (Special Assessment) to the Application for a General Rate Increase,
Mountain Sewer, under the heading “Remaining items to be done/paid”, seeks

funding through a special assessment to “Rebuild Damage Blower Control Panel”
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for $1,156. Please describe the work to be performed and the necessity of
performing this work.

The panel that controls the blowers needs to be repaired to allow the system to
function normally.

In Exhibit G7 (Special Assessment) to the Application for a General Rate Increase,
Mountain Sewer, under the heading “Remaining items to be done/paid”, seeks
funding through a special assessment to “Replace or repair airline valve” for $1,200.
Please describe the work to be performed and the necessity of performing this work.

The airline valve is part of the blower system and needs to be repaired for the
system to function properly.

In Exhibit G7 (Special Assessment) to the Application for a General Rate Increase,
Mountain Sewer, under the heading “Remaining items to be done/paid”, seeks
funding through a special assessment to “Drain upper pond, repair blowers” for
$4,500. Please describe the work to be performed and the necessity of performing
this work.

This applies to the bubblers in the ponds. The blowers force compressed air into
the supply system, the air “bubbles’ out through orifices and diffusers in the ponds.
These orifices and diffusers are in need of repair
In Exhibit G7 (Special Assessment) to the Application for a General Rate Increase,
Mountain Sewer, under the heading “Remaining items to be done/paid”, seeks
funding through a special assessment to “Refurbish old Flygt pumps” for $790.

Please describe the work to be performed and the necessity of performing this work.
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These original pumps need to be serviced and partially rebuilt to be ready as
backups for the pumps now in service.

In Exhibit G7 (Special Assessment) to the Application for a General Rate Increase,
Mountain Sewer, under the heading “Remaining items to be done/paid”, seeks
funding through a special assessment to “Reroute storm water drainage manhole”
for $1,000. Please describe the work to be performed and the necessity of
performing this work.

This is the area that caused the flooding of the condos previously. The manhole
will be sealed with a permanent watertight lid and the water will be rerouted. This needs
to be done in order to prevent storm water intrusion into the sewer system.

Mountain Sewer wrote Check No. 1057, $4200, dated 1/13/2012, to you for contract

labor. Describe the work performed for the payment and the necessity of this work.
This was payment for new discharge / slide rail flange assemblies (mentioned

above) for the lift station.

Mountain Sewer wrote Check No. 1074, $1075, dated 4/4/2012, to you for contract

labor. Describe the work performed for the payment and the necessity of this work.

This was payment for eight service calls for various problems with the lift pumps
during March 2012. A complete description (dates, problem, services performed, rates
etc.) was supplied with invoice #10579.

Does this conclude your testimony?

Yes, it does.
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