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OF HEARING VENUE 
  

 
ISSUED: August 27, 2026 

 
On April 1, 2026, the Public Service Commission (PSC) issued its Scheduling 

Order, Notice of Virtual Hearing on Interim Rates, Notice of Hearing, and Notice of 

Virtual Public Witness Hearing (“Scheduling Order”). The Scheduling Order noticed a 

hearing on the merits on October 7, 2026, at 9:00 a.m., in Salt Lake City, Utah, and a 

virtual public witness hearing the same date, beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

On August 13, 2026, Pine Valley Irrigation Company (“Pine Valley”) submitted 

correspondence to the PSC (“Request”), requesting the PSC “change the location of 

the hearing … scheduled for October 7, 2026, from Salt Lake City, Utah, to St. George, 

Utah.” The Request states many customers are retired and would have difficulty 

“traveling the considerable distance to Salt Lake City to attend and participate in the 

hearing.” The Request argues “[h]olding the hearing in St. George would provide 

residents … a much more accessible opportunity to attend, provide comments, and 

participate in the proceedings.” 

The Request does not appear to contemplate the Scheduling Order already 

includes a virtual public witness hearing.  
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While the PSC desires to accommodate stakeholders, the Request does not 

state a rational basis for changing the venue of the hearing on the merits. To date, the 

only parties to this docket are Pine Valley and the Division of Public Utilities. No other 

entity or person has sought to intervene. Only parties to the proceeding will be 

allowed to appear and testify at the hearing on the merits in Salt Lake City. 

Accordingly, no other stakeholders need travel for the hearing. The PSC will, as is its 

practice, live stream the hearing on the merits, so any stakeholder may view the 

hearing in Salt Lake City without being physically present.1 

To the extent any customer or other stakeholder desires to offer spoken 

comments to the PSC regarding this matter, they will have an opportunity to do so at 

the virtual public witness hearing and need not travel to Salt Lake City. 

Accordingly, the PSC denies the Request. 

Note, as discussed in the Scheduling Order, if Pine Valley finds it inconvenient 

for its counsel and witnesses to travel to Salt Lake City on October 7, 2026, it may file 

a motion to convert the in-person hearing on the merits to a virtual hearing.2 

  

 

 
1 The only circumstance wherein a portion of the hearing might not be streamed, other 
than unforeseen technical problems, would involve a party’s request to close the 
hearing to the public because confidential information is to be discussed. However, 
any restriction on public access under such circumstances would equally apply to 
those physically present in Salt Lake City.   
2 Scheduling Order at 2. 
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DATED at Salt Lake City, Utah, August 27, 2026. 

 
/s/ Michael J. Hammer 
Presiding Officer 

 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
/s/ Gary L. Widerburg 
PSC Secretary 
DW#346695 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I CERTIFY that on August 27, 2026, a true and correct copy of the foregoing was 
served upon the following as indicated below: 
 
By Email: 
 
Lee Snow (leesnow1955@gmail.com) 
President, Pine Valley Irrigation Company 
 
Patricia Schmid (pschmid@agutah.gov) 
Patrick Grecu (pgrecu@agutah.gov) 
Assistant Utah Attorneys General 
 
Madison Galt (mgalt@utah.gov) 
Division of Public Utilities 

/s/ Fred Nass   
Paralegal 

mailto:leesnow1955@gmail.com
mailto:pschmid@agutah.gov
mailto:pgrecu@agutah.gov
mailto:mgalt@utah.gov

